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This book examines a cultural revolution that took place in the Scandinavian artistic landscape during the medieval period. Within
just one generation (c. 1340?1400), the Augustinian monastery of Helgafell became the most important centre of illuminated
manuscript production in western Iceland. By conducting interdisciplinary research that combines methodologies and sources from
the fields of Art History, Old Norse-Icelandic manuscript studies, codicology, and Scandinavian history, this book explores both the
illuminated manuscripts produced at Helgafell and the cultural and historical setting of the manuscript production.00Equally, the
book explores the broader European contexts of manuscript production at Helgafell, comparing the similar domestic artistic
monuments and relevant historical evidence of Norwich and surrounding East Anglia in England, northern France, and the region
between Bergen and Trondheim in western Norway. The book proposes that most of these workshops are related to ecclesiastical
networks, as well as secular trade in the North Sea, which became an important economic factor to western Icelandic society in
the fourteenth century. The book thereby contributes to a new and multidisciplinary area of research that studies not only one but
several European cultures in relation to similar domestic artistic monuments and relevant historical evidence. It offers a detailed
account of this cultural site in relation to its scribal and artistic connections with other ecclesiastical and secular scriptoria in the
broader North Atlantic region.
The twenty-eight essays in this collection showcase cutting-edge research in manuscript studies, encompassing material from late
antiquity to the Renaissance. The volume celebrates the exceptional contribution of John Lowden to the study of medieval books.
A guide to the great collections of The British Library. Illustrated throughout in colour, it is an introduction to some of the world's
most magnificent books and manuscripts, from The Lindisfarne Gospels to Magna Carta, The Diamond Sutra and The Gutenberg
Bible.
Buddhist temples in Southeast Asia are centers for the preservation of local artistic traditions. Chief among these are manuscripts,
a vital source for our understanding of Buddhist ideas and practices in the region. They are also a beautiful art form, too little
understood in the West. The British Library has one of the richest collections of Southeast Asian manuscripts, principally from
Thailand and Burma, anywhere in the world. It includes finely painted copies of Buddhist scriptures, literary works, historical
narratives, and works on traditional medicine, law, cosmology, and fortune-telling. Buddhism Illuminated includes over one
hundred examples of Buddhist art from the Librarys collection, relating each manuscript to Theravada tradition and beliefs, and
introducing the historical, artistic, and religious contexts of their production. It is the first book in English to showcase the beauty
and variety of Buddhist manuscript art and reproduces many works that have never before been photographed.
A complete guide to Western European illuminated manuscripts
Cambridge University Library's collection of illuminated manuscripts is of international significance. It originates in the medieval
university and stands alongside the holdings of the colleges and the Fitzwilliam Museum. The University Library contains major
European examples of medieval illumination from the ninth to the sixteenth centuries, with acknowledged masterpieces of
Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance book art, as well as illuminated literary texts, including the first complete Chaucer
manuscript. This catalogue provides scholars and researchers easy access to the University Library's illuminated manuscripts,
evaluating the importance of many of them for the very first time. It contains descriptions of famous manuscripts, for example the
Life of Edward the Confessor attributed to Matthew Paris, as well as hundreds of lesser-known items. Beautifully illustrated
throughout, the catalogue contains descriptions of individual manuscripts with up-to-date assessments of their style, origins and
importance, together with bibliographical references.
The love of books in the Jewish tradition extends back over many centuries, and the ways of interpreting those books are as
myriad as the traditions themselves. Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink offers the first full survey of Jewish illuminated manuscripts,
ranging from their origins in the Middle Ages to the present day. Featuring some of the most beautiful examples of Jewish art of all
time—including hand-illustrated versions of the Bible, the Haggadah, the prayer book, marriage documents, and other beloved
Jewish texts—the book introduces readers to the history of these manuscripts and their interpretation. Edited by Marc Michael
Epstein with contributions from leading experts, this sumptuous volume features a lively and informative text, showing how Jewish
aesthetic tastes and iconography overlapped with and diverged from those of Christianity, Islam, and other traditions. Featured
manuscripts were commissioned by Jews and produced by Jews and non-Jews over many centuries, and represent Eastern and
Western perspectives and the views of both pietistic and liberal communities across the Diaspora, including Europe, Israel, the
Middle East, and Africa. Magnificently illustrated with pages from hundreds of manuscripts, many previously unpublished or rarely
seen, Skies of Parchment, Seas of Ink offers surprising new perspectives on Jewish life, presenting the books of the People of the
Book as never before.
Medieval manuscripts are counted among the greatest glories of Western civilization. With their gold and painted decoration and
their charming miniatures, they have always had immense appeal, and images from them can be seen everywhere - from greeting
cards and wrapping paper to expensive facsimiles. This entertaining and authoritative book is the first to provide a general
introduction to the whole subject of the making of books from the Dark Ages to the invention of printing and beyond. Christopher
de Hamel vividly describes the widely different circumstances in which manuscripts were created, from the earliest monastic
Gospel Books to university textbooks, secular romances, Books of Hours and classical texts for humanist bibliophiles. As the story
unfolds the wonderful variety of manuscripts and their illumination is revealed, and many fundamental questions are answered -
who wrote the books, what texts they contained, who read them, how they were made and what purposes they served. Illuminated
manuscripts have alway been highly valued, and among them are some of the world's great masterpieces of art. With its lively
narrative and many new and superb illustrations, this new edition of a much-praised book provides the perfect introduction to a
large and fascinating subject.
Over 100 illustrations. Illuminated manuscripts, particularly those produced in the convents, monasteries, and abbeys of medieval
Europe, are among the most beautiful objects in the world. This book, with an authoritative text and over 100 breathtaking full-color
illustrations, shows how the art developed, flourished, and gave expression to that great age of faith which was the Middle Ages.
The art lover will find much to enjoy in these beautiful and inspiring illustrations. The craftsmanship, brilliant color, and minute
attention to detail has never been equaled in Western art.
Of all the early medieval and Renaissance arts--from sculptures, ivories, frescoes, stained glass to easel and wall paintings--it is
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manuscript illumination, protected between its pages, that has been able to preserve the best evidence for experiencing the
dazzling effects that the gold, silver and original glowing colours these objects would have had on earlier spectators. The focus
therefore of this exciting and innovative exhibition is on COLOUR: it demonstrates and explains the acquisition and chemistry of
pigments, the basic materials and constitution of the artist's colour palette, the technique and art of their application by the
illuminator, and finally the understanding and aesthetic impact on the viewer.
Illuminated manuscripts are among the richest, most revealing relics of the Western world before the introduction of printing. They
are central to our knowledge of social and cultural history from antiquity to the Renaissance. Drawing on the British Library's
collection of medieval manuscripts, this book provides a comprehensive introduction to this art form, embracing both devotional
and secular material.
For two millennia the Bible has inspired the creation of art. Within this legacy of remarkable art and beauty, illuminated biblical
manuscripts offer some of the best evidence for our understanding of early Christian painting and artistic interpretations of the
Bible. This beautiful and important new book, compiled and written by two internationally renowned experts, immerses the reader
in the world of illuminated manuscripts of the Bible. Through its pictures we are transported across 1,000 years of history, passing
chronologically through many of the major centres of the Christian world. Starting in Constantinople in the East, the journey moves
on to Lindisfarne in the North, to imperial Aachen, back to Canterbury, then to Carolingian Tours in western France. Later we view
some of the riches of Winchester, Mozarabic Spain, Crusader Jerusalem, the Meuse valley, northern Iraq, Paris, London, Bologna,
Naples, Bulgaria, the Low Countries, Rome and Persia. Our journey ends in Gondar, the capital of imperial Ethiopia. Fortyfive
remarkable books - each a treasure in its own right - provide our itinerary through time and across continents. Together they
enable us to explore and revel in the extraordinary art and beauty of illuminated biblical manuscripts, some of the finest but least-
known paintings from the Middle Ages.
This important and overdue book examines illuminated manuscripts and other book arts of the Global Middle Ages. Illuminated
manuscripts and illustrated or decorated books—like today’s museums—preserve a rich array of information about how premodern
peoples conceived of and perceived the world, its many cultures, and everyone’s place in it. Often a Eurocentric field of study,
manuscripts are prisms through which we can glimpse the interconnected global history of humanity. Toward a Global Middle
Ages is the first publication to examine decorated books produced across the globe during the period traditionally known as
medieval. Through essays and case studies, the volume’s multidisciplinary contributors expand the historiography, chronology,
and geography of manuscript studies to embrace a diversity of objects, individuals, narratives, and materials from Africa, Asia,
Australasia, and the Americas—an approach that both engages with and contributes to the emerging field of scholarly inquiry
known as the Global Middle Ages. Featuring 160 color illustrations, this wide-ranging and provocative collection is intended for all
who are interested in engaging in a dialogue about how books and other textual objects contributed to world-making strategies
from about 400 to 1600.
The Junius Manuscript
"Medieval Manuscripts in the Digital Age explores one major manuscript repository's digital presence and poses timely questions
about studying books from a temporal and spatial distance via the online environment. Through contributions from a large group of
distinguished international scholars, the volume assesses the impact of being able to access and interpret these early manuscripts
in new ways. The focus on Parker on the Web, a world-class, digital repository of diverse medieval manuscripts, comes as that
site made its contents Open Access. Exploring the uses of digital representations of medieval texts and their contexts, contributors
consider manuscripts from multiple perspectives including production, materiality, and reception. In addition, the volume explicates
new interdisciplinary frameworks of analysis for the study of the relationship between texts and their physical contexts, while
centring on an appreciation of the opportunities and challenges effected by the digital representation of a tangible object.
Approaches extend from the codicological, palaeographical, linguistic, and cultural to considerations of reader reception, image
production, and the implications of new technologies for future discoveries. Medieval Manuscripts in the Digital Age advances the
debate in manuscript studies about the role of digital and computational sources and tools. As such, the book will appeal to
scholars and students working in the disciplines of Digital Humanities, Medieval Studies, Literary Studies, Library and Information
Science, and Book History"--
The Getty Museum’s collection of illuminated manuscripts, featured in this book, comprises masterpieces of medieval
and Renaissance art. Dating from the tenth to the sixteenth century, they were produced in France, Italy, Belgium,
Germany, England, Spain, Poland, and the eastern Mediterranean. Among the highlights are four Ottonian manuscripts,
Romanesque treasures from Germany, Italy, and France, an English Gothic Apocalypse, and late medieval manuscripts
painted by such masters as Jean Fouquet, Girolamo da Cremona, Simon Marmion, and Joris Hoefnagel. Included are
glistening liturgical books, intimate and touching devotional books for private use, books of the Bible, lively histories by
Giovanni Boccaccio and Jean Froissart, and a breathtaking Model Book of Calligraphy.
"Endpapers: pattern taken from pastedowns of decorated paper (Italian, 17th or 18th century) in the binding of cat. no.
110"--Title page verso.
The art collections of the Rothschilds were legendary for their extravagance and refinement. This is the first history of the
Rothschilds as bibliophiles and, especially, as collectors of medieval illuminated manuscripts. It describes the
extraordinary collections of the Rothschilds, and the movement of these supremely important manuscripts across the
private libraries of Europe. In 1940 the Rothschilds' collections in Paris were looted by the Nazis, and the tale pursues
the fate of the stolen manuscripts, some of them still missing. The inquiry traces literally hundreds of illuminated
manuscripts, including some of the world's most famous books, made for the Duc de Berry, Catherine of Cleves, Isabella
the Catholic, and many others.
Earliest Christian art - Saints and holy places - Holy images - Artistic production for the wealthy - Icons & iconography.
A standard reference in the field of manuscript studies for over twenty years, now revised and updated with full-color
illustrations throughout What is a historiated initial? What are canon tables? What is a drollery? This revised edition of
Understanding Illuminated Manuscripts: A Guide to Technical Terms offers definitions of the key elements of illuminated
manuscripts, demystifying the techniques, processes, materials, nomenclature, and styles used in the making of these
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precious books. Updated to reflect current research and technologies, this beautifully illustrated guide includes images of
important manuscript illuminations from the collection of the J. Paul Getty Museum and beyond. Concise, readable
explanations of the technical terms most frequently encountered in manuscript studies make this portable volume an
essential resource for students, scholars, and readers who wish a deeper understanding and enjoyment of illuminated
manuscripts and medieval book production. Praise for the first edition: “Highly recommended for a wide range of
readers.”—CHOICE “Not only does it make lucid the most complex conventions of the illumination, but it is also a pocket
history of the Middle Ages.”—Magazine Antiques
Anyone fortunate enough to have actually held a medieval manuscript in his hands must have felt excited at this immediate
contact with the past. Both famous and unknown authors wrote philosophical, natural scientific and theological treatises, romances
about knights and courtly love; humanists and theologists translated and commented upon the classical literature of antiquity;
travellers wrote descriptions of their incredible journeys; and ascetic chroniclers recorded and kept alive the historic events of their
times for future generations.
Illuminated manuscripts are among the most beautiful, precious and mysterious works of Western art. Before the printing press
was invented, books were produced by hand and their illustration using brightly coloured pigments and gold embellishments was a
labour of love and an act of piety in itself. The results are stunning. The works emanating from the scriptoria of monasteries were
mainly religious texts, including illuminated bibles, psalters, and works for private devotion known as books of hours. Illuminated
Manuscripts describes the origin and history of illumination in the Middle Ages, covering the artists and their techniques, and the
patrons who commissioned them. It explains the subject matter found in medieval works, such as saints and Bible stories and the
use of ornamental flourishes, and is illustrated with many fine examples of the genre including the Lindisfarne Gospels and the
Book of Kells.
The results achieved by the research of the pioneering MINIARE research project based at the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge
led to the ground-breaking and acclaimed 2016 exhibition "COLOUR: The Art and Science of Illuminated Manuscripts." This was
followed by an international Conference, in which art historians, paper and book conservators, and cultural heritage scientists were
brought together to share new recent research not only on manuscripts but also on painting in other media. The Conference
proceedings were published in the first two volumes of the HMMIMA series (2017-2018). The present publication includes 6
Essays by way of introducing and explaining the major topics being investigated, including the range of inks, pigments and paint
binders used by illuminators; parchment-making; pigment recipes; and model books. The many analytical instruments and
techniques that are used to investigate manuscripts are also discussed. Then follow 58 Case Studies of manuscripts from as early
as the year 700 up to c.1600. All these are fully illustrated in colour and in great detail, and should act as examples to inform
scholars in libraries, museums and other cultural institutions of the benefits of adding scientific tools to the range of methods used
to investigate manuscripts.
An extraordinary and beautifully illustrated exploration of the medieval world through twelve manuscripts, from one of the world's
leading experts. Winner of The Wolfson History Prize and The Duff Cooper Prize. A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday Book Gift
Guide Pick! Meetings with Remarkable Manuscripts is a captivating examination of twelve illuminated manuscripts from the
medieval period. Noted authority Christopher de Hamel invites the reader into intimate conversations with these texts to explore
what they tell us about nearly a thousand years of medieval history - and about the modern world, too. In so doing, de Hamel
introduces us to kings, queens, saints, scribes, artists, librarians, thieves, dealers, and collectors. He traces the elaborate journeys
that these exceptionally precious artifacts have made through time and shows us how they have been copied, how they have been
embroiled in politics, how they have been regarded as objects of supreme beauty and as symbols of national identity, and who has
owned them or lusted after them (and how we can tell). From the earliest book in medieval England to the incomparable Book of
Kells to the oldest manuscript of the Canterbury Tales, these encounters tell a narrative of intellectual culture and art over the
course of a millennium. Two of the manuscripts visited are now in libraries of North America, the Morgan Library in New York and
the Getty Museum in Los Angeles. Part travel book, part detective story, part conversation with the reader, Meetings with
Remarkable Manuscripts allows us to experience some of the greatest works of art in our culture to give us a different perspective
on history and on how we come by knowledge.
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