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The Sirens Of Titan
A collection of stories by Kurt Vonnegut.
America's wealthiest man succumbs to the irresistible charms of a lunar siren
“The master at his quirky, provocative best.”—Cosmopolitan Deadeye Dick is Kurt Vonnegut’s funny, chillingly satirical look at the death of
innocence. Amid a true Vonnegutian host of horrors—a double murder, a fatal dose of radioactivity, a decapitation, an annihilation of a city by
a neutron bomb—Rudy Waltz, aka Deadeye Dick, takes us along on a zany search for absolution and happiness. Here is a tale of crime and
punishment that makes us rethink what we believe . . . and who we say we are. Praise for Deadeye Dick “A moving fable . . . Vonnegut,
sweet cynic and ugly duckling, continues to write gentle swan songs for our uncivil society.”—Playboy “A brilliantly unconventional novel . . . a
must for all Vonnegut fans.”—Worcester Sunday Telegram “Hits the bull’s-eye . . . dolefully celebrates the randomness of life, treating private
and public disasters with a kind of reckless whimsy. . . . You don’t read Kurt Vonnegut for meaning exactly. You read him for the sad-funny
attitude of mind, the kind of weirdness that can interpret the world’s weirdness.”—USA Today “Vonnegut is beguiling as ever . . . Incredible
plot constructions and inventive language continue to leap from his typewriter . . . the humor is natural and inborn; the insight usually
purchased by his characters at painfully high cost. Funny how life turns out. Even funnier how Mr. Vonnegut turns life’s insanities into funny,
profound sense. That takes a master’s touch. Mr. Vonnegut still has it.”—Kansas City Star “Playful and imaginative . . . On finishing the
novel, the kitchen of your mind is a cleaner and more well-lighted place than it was before.”—Houston Chronicle “Endearing and enchanting .
. . a wise and charming book . . . very full of life.”—Glamour
“[Vonnegut] at his wildest best.”—The New York Times Book Review Eliot Rosewater—drunk, volunteer fireman, and President of the
fabulously rich Rosewater Foundation—is about to attempt a noble experiment with human nature . . . with a little help from writer Kilgore
Trout. God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater is Kurt Vonnegut’s funniest satire, an etched-in-acid portrayal of the greed, hypocrisy, and follies of the
flesh we are all heir to. “A brilliantly funny satire on almost everything.”—Conrad Aiken “[Vonnegut was] our finest black humorist. . . . We
laugh in self-defense.”—The Atlantic Monthly
The alarm clock rings in a new day and a chance to rejoice in it. After all: "This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in
it." But what about those days when the traffic snarls, airports close, and friends forget? Is there any hope for the days riddled with the hangups and bang-ups of life? In Great Day Every Day Max Lucado unpacks Jesus' blueprint for dealing with such days: Saturate your day in
Jesus' grace. Entrust your day to His oversight. Accept His direction. It's the only prescription to fill your day with God-given purpose. When
you find the divine promise of each day, you can face whatever it brings. Speed bumps and speeding tickets won’t derail you. Hiccups and
hard times don’t have to ruin your day. In fact those days can become great days. Whatever you face, you can have a great day every day.
Previously released as Every Day Deserves a Chance
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “For all those who have lived with Vonnegut in their imaginations . . . this is what he is like in
person.”–USA Today In a volume that is penetrating, introspective, incisive, and laugh-out-loud funny, one of the great men of letters of this
age–or any age–holds forth on life, art, sex, politics, and the state of America’s soul. From his coming of age in America, to his formative war
experiences, to his life as an artist, this is Vonnegut doing what he does best: Being himself. Whimsically illustrated by the author, A Man
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Without a Country is intimate, tender, and brimming with the scope of Kurt Vonnegut’s passions. Praise for A Man Without a Country “[This]
may be as close as Vonnegut ever comes to a memoir.”–Los Angeles Times “Like [that of] his literary ancestor Mark Twain, [Kurt
Vonnegut’s] crankiness is good-humored and sharp-witted. . . . [Reading A Man Without a Country is] like sitting down on the couch for a
long chat with an old friend.”–The New York Times Book Review “Filled with [Vonnegut’s] usual contradictory mix of joy and sorrow, hope
and despair, humor and gravity.”–Chicago Tribune “Fans will linger on every word . . . as once again [Vonnegut] captures the complexity of
the human condition with stunning calligraphic simplicity.”–The Australian “Thank God, Kurt Vonnegut has broken his promise that he will
never write another book. In this wondrous assemblage of mini-memoirs, we discover his family’s legacy and his obstinate, unfashionable
humanism.”–Studs Terkel
This classic work is an essential tool for collection development, research, reference, and readers' advisory work."--BOOK JACKET.

“Sarah Stewart Johnson interweaves her own coming-of-age story as a planetary scientist with a vivid history of the exploration of
Mars in this celebration of human curiosity, passion, and perseverance.”—Alan Lightman, author of Einstein’s Dreams WINNER
OF THE PHI BETA KAPPA AWARD FOR SCIENCE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York
Times Book Review • Times (UK) • Library Journal “Lovely . . . Johnson’s prose swirls with lyrical wonder, as varied and
multihued as the apricot deserts, butterscotch skies and blue sunsets of Mars.”—Anthony Doerr, The New York Times Book
Review Mars was once similar to Earth, but today there are no rivers, no lakes, no oceans. Coated in red dust, the terrain is
bewilderingly empty. And yet multiple spacecraft are circling Mars, sweeping over Terra Sabaea, Syrtis Major, the dunes of
Elysium, and Mare Sirenum—on the brink, perhaps, of a staggering find, one that would inspire humankind as much as any
discovery in the history of modern science. In this beautifully observed, deeply personal book, Georgetown scientist Sarah Stewart
Johnson tells the story of how she and other researchers have scoured Mars for signs of life, transforming the planet from a distant
point of light into a world of its own. Johnson’s fascination with Mars began as a child in Kentucky, turning over rocks with her
father and looking at planets in the night sky. She now conducts fieldwork in some of Earth’s most hostile environments, such as
the Dry Valleys of Antarctica and the salt flats of Western Australia, developing methods for detecting life on other worlds. Here,
with poetic precision, she interlaces her own personal journey—as a female scientist and a mother—with tales of other seekers, from
Percival Lowell, who was convinced that a utopian society existed on Mars, to Audouin Dollfus, who tried to carry out astronomical
observations from a stratospheric balloon. In the process, she shows how the story of Mars is also a story about Earth: This other
world has been our mirror, our foil, a telltale reflection of our own anxieties and yearnings. Empathetic and evocative, The Sirens
of Mars offers an unlikely natural history of a place where no human has ever set foot, while providing a vivid portrait of our quest
to defy our isolation in the cosmos.
The Sirens of Titan
Finalist for the National Book Award, The Yellow Birds is the harrowing story of two young soldiers trying to stay alive in Iraq "The
war tried to kill us in the spring." So begins this powerful account of friendship and loss. In Al Tafar, Iraq, twenty-one-year old
Private Bartle and eighteen-year-old Private Murphy cling to life as their platoon launches a bloody battle for the city. Bound
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together since basic training when Bartle makes a promise to bring Murphy safely home, the two have been dropped into a war
neither is prepared for. In the endless days that follow, the two young soldiers do everything to protect each other from the forces
that press in on every side: the insurgents, physical fatigue, and the mental stress that comes from constant danger. As reality
begins to blur into a hazy nightmare, Murphy becomes increasingly unmoored from the world around him and Bartle takes actions
he could never have imagined. With profound emotional insight, especially into the effects of a hidden war on mothers and families
at home, The Yellow Birds is a groundbreaking novel that is destined to become a classic.
Tomb Raider meets The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen in brand new series by renowned fantasy author and award-winning
Italian artist. Brought together by a clandestine corporation, the world's greatest minds are set a challenge of epic proportions: the
dodecathlon. Unlikely alliances are made in order to fulfill the quest, and uncover the mysterious truth behind it all. But as the
conspiracy is unveiled, how many will survive...?
Kids who get called the worst names oftentimes find each other. That's how it was with us. Skeezie Tookis and Addie Carle and
Joe Bunch and me. We call ourselves the Gang of Five, but there are only four of us. We do it to keep people on their toes. Make
'em wonder. Or maybe we do it because we figure that there's one more kid out there who's going to need a gang to be a part of.
A misfit, like us. Skeezie, Addie, Joe, and Bobby -- they've been friends forever. They laugh together, have lunch together, and get
together once a week at the Candy Kitchen to eat ice cream and talk about important issues. Life isn't always fair, but at least they
have each other -- and all they really want to do is survive the seventh grade. That turns out to be more of a challenge than any of
them had anticipated. Starting with Addie's refusal to say the Pledge of Allegiance and her insistence on creating a new political
party to run for student council, the Gang of Five is in for the ride of their lives. Along the way they will learn about politics and
popularity, love and loss, and what it means to be a misfit. After years of getting by, they are given the chance to stand up and be
seen -- not as the one-word jokes their classmates have tried to reduce them to, but as the full, complicated human beings they
are just beginning to discover they truly are.
“[Kurt Vonnegut] is either the funniest serious writer around or the most serious funny writer.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review In
this self-portrait by an American genius, Kurt Vonnegut writes with beguiling wit and poignant wisdom about his favorite
comedians, country music, a dead friend, a dead marriage, and various cockamamie aspects of his all-too-human journey through
life. This is a work that resonates with Vonnegut’s singular voice: the magic sound of a born storyteller mesmerizing us with truth.
“Vonnegut is at the top of his form, and it is wonderful.”—Newsday
The New York Times bestseller from the author of Slaughterhouse-Five—a “gripping” posthumous collection of Kurt Vonnegut’s
previously unpublished work on the subject of war and peace. A fitting tribute to a literary legend and a profoundly humane
humorist, Armageddon in Retrospect is a collection of twelve previously unpublished writings. Imbued with Vonnegut's trademark
rueful humor and outraged moral sense, the pieces range from a letter written by Vonnegut to his family in 1945, informing them
that he'd been taken prisoner by the Germans, to his last speech, delivered after his death by his son Mark, who provides a
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warmly personal introduction to the collection. Taken together, these pieces provide fresh insight into Vonnegut's enduring literary
genius and reinforce his ongoing moral relevance in today’s world. Includes an Introduction by Mark Vonnegut

“Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and Flash Gordon compounded into one writer . . . a zany but moral mad
scientist.”—Time Mother Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense. American Howard W. Campbell, Jr., a spy during
World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi war criminal. But is he really guilty? In this brilliant book rife with true
gallows humor, Vonnegut turns black and white into a chilling shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us all. “A great
artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A shaking up in the kaleidoscope of laughter . . . Reading Vonnegut is
addictive!”—Commonweal
Look at the Birdie is a collection of fourteen previously unpublished short stories from one of the most original writers in
all of American fiction. In this series of perfectly rendered vignettes, written just as he was starting to find his comic voice,
Kurt Vonnegut paints a warm, wise, and often funny portrait of life in post–World War II America—a world where
squabbling couples, high school geniuses, misfit office workers, and small-town lotharios struggle to adapt to changing
technology, moral ambiguity, and unprecedented affluence. Lincoln High School isn't big enough for two musical
prodigies—or is it? When Selma Ritter snoops into the IQ scores of her two teenaged suitors, the numbers don't add up.
But there are some aspects of genius that intelligence tests and scales can't measure. A Song for Selma and the thirteen
other never-before-published pieces that comprise Look at the Birdie serve as an unexpected gift for devoted readers
who thought that Kurt Vonnegut's unique voice had been stilled forever—and provide a terrific introduction to his short
fiction for anyone who has yet to experience his genius.
“Richly and often pertinently funny [with] a sure instinct for the carefully considered irrelevance . . . a great deal of
incidental hilarity [and] inspired idiocy.”—The New York Times Happy Birthday Wanda June was Kurt Vonnegut’s first
play, which premiered in New York in 1970 and was then adapted into a film in 1971. It is a darkly humorous and searing
examination of the excesses of capitalism, patriotism, toxic masculinity, and American culture in the post-Vietnam War
era. Featuring behind-the-scenes photographs from the original stage production, this play captures Vonnegut’s
brilliantly distinct perspective unlike we have ever seen it before. “A great artist.”—The Cincinnati Enquirer
From Slapstick's "Turkey Farm" to Slaughterhouse-Five's eternity in a Tralfamadorean zoo cage with Montana Wildhack,
the question of the afterlife never left Kurt Vonnegut's mind. In God Bless You, Dr. Kevorkian, Vonnegut skips back and
forth between life and the Afterlife as if the difference between them were rather slight. In thirty odd "interviews,"
Vonnegut trips down "the blue tunnel to the pearly gates" in the guise of a roving reporter for public radio, conducting
interviews: with Salvatore Biagini, a retired construction worker who died of a heart attack while rescuing his schnauzer
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from a pit bull, with John Brown, still smoldering 140 years after his death by hanging, with William Shakespeare, who
rubs Vonnegut the wrong way, and with socialist and labor leader Eugene Victor Debs, one of Vonnegut's personal
heroes. What began as a series of ninety-second radio interludes for WNYC, New York City's public radio station,
evolved into this provocative collection of musings about who and what we live for, and how much it all matters in the
end. From the original portrait by his friend Jules Feiffer that graces the cover, to a final entry from Kilgore Trout, God
Bless You, Dr. Kevorkian remains a joy.
Drawing on his experiences as a young man in the Great Depression and the Second World War, Kurt Vonnegut created
a new style of fiction responsive to the post-war world and unique in its appeal to both popular audiences and avantgarde critics. His work was profoundly innovative and yet perfectly lucid. In this comprehensive introductory study,
originally published in 1982, Jerome Klinkowitz traces Vonnegut’s influences within the American middle class, his early
efforts as a short-story writer for magazines in the 1960s and his startling and unprecedented success as a bestselling
experimental novelist with Slaughterhouse-Five. His self-consciously moral posture led to readers throughout the world
accepting him as their spokesman for humane values, a role which Klinkowitz considers within the context of his work.
“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical
commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s ultimate fate, it features a midget as
the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso singer, and a vision of the future that is at once
blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle
is one of the twentieth century’s most important works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and
inimitable social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
Before winning international fame with Cat’s Cradle and Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut was a master of the
drugstore paperback and the popular short story. This authoritative collection of his brilliant early work opens with Player
Piano (1952), a Metropolis-like parable of breakneck technological innovation and its effect on those it robs of their
livelihoods. The Sirens of Titan (1959), the interplanetary adventures of the world’s wealthiest and most despised man,
is both a pulp-fiction space opera and a satire on the vanity of human striving. The confessions of a German-American
double agent well placed among the Nazi elite, Mother Night (1962) is a cautionary tale with a famous moral: “We are
what we pretend to be, so we must be careful about what we pretend to be.” Here too are six of Vonnegut’s best short
stories, gems that display his matchless talent for hilarious invention and caustic social criticism. A companion volume,
Kurt Vonnegut: Novels & Stories 1963–1973, collects Cat’s Cradle; God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater; SlaughterhouseFive; Breakfast of Champions; and three short stories, including “Welcome to the Monkey House.” LIBRARY OF
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AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by
publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series
includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
“A madcap genealogical adventure . . . Vonnegut is a postmodern Mark Twain.”—The New York Times Book Review Galápagos
takes the reader back one million years, to A.D. 1986. A simple vacation cruise suddenly becomes an evolutionary journey.
Thanks to an apocalypse, a small group of survivors stranded on the Galápagos Islands are about to become the progenitors of a
brave, new, and totally different human race. In this inimitable novel, America’ s master satirist looks at our world and shows us all
that is sadly, madly awry–and all that is worth saving. Praise for Galápagos “The best Vonnegut novel yet!”—John Irving “Beautiful
. . . provocative, arresting reading.”—USA Today “A satire in the classic tradition . . . a dark vision, a heartfelt warning.”—The
Detroit Free Press “Interesting, engaging, sad and yet very funny . . . Vonnegut is still in top form. If he has no prescription for
alleviating the pain of the human condition, at least he is a first-rate diagnostician.”—Susan Isaacs, Newsday “Dark . . . original and
funny.”—People “A triumph of style, originality and warped yet consistent logic . . . a condensation, an evolution of Vonnegut’s
entire career, including all the issues and questions he has pursued relentlessly for four decades.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
“Wild details, wry humor, outrageous characters . . . Galápagos is a comic lament, a sadly ironic vison.”—St. Louis Post-Dispatch
“A work of high comedy, sadness and imagination.”—The Denver Post “Wacky wit and irreverent imagination . . . and the full
range of technical innovations have made [Vonnegut] America’s preeminent experimental novelist.”—The Minneapolis Star and
Tribune
Originally published: New York: Delacorte Press, c1959.
“[Kurt Vonnegut] has never been more satirically on-target. . . . Nothing is spared.”—People Jailbird takes us into a fractured and
comic, pure Vonnegut world of high crimes and misdemeanors in government—and in the heart. This wry tale follows bumbling
bureaucrat Walter F. Starbuck from Harvard to the Nixon White House to the penitentiary as Watergate’s least known coconspirator. But the humor turns dark when Vonnegut shines his spotlight on the cold hearts and calculated greed of the mighty,
giving a razor-sharp edge to an unforgettable portrait of power and politics in our times. Praise for Jailbird “[Vonnegut] is our
strongest writer . . . the most stubbornly imaginative.”—John Irving “A gem . . . a mature, imaginative novel—possibly the best he
has written . . . Jailbird is a guided tour de force of America. Take it!”—Playboy “A profoundly humane comedy . . . Jailbird
definitely mounts up on angelic wings—in its speed, in its sparkle, and in its high-flying intent.”—Chicago Tribune Book World
“Joyously inventive . . . gleams with the loony magic Vonnegut alone can achieve.”—Cosmopolitan “Vonnegut is our great
apocalyptic writer, the closest thing we’ve had to a prophet since . . . Lenny Bruce.”—Chicago Sun-Times “Vonnegut at his
impressive best. . . . His imaginative leaps alone . . . are worth the price of admission. . . . His far-reaching metaphysical and
cultural concerns . . . are ultimately serious and worth our contemplation.”—The Washington Post
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“[Kurt Vonnegut’s] best book . . . He dares not only ask the ultimate question about the meaning of life, but to answer it.”—Esquire
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read The Sirens of Titan is an outrageous romp
through space, time, and morality. The richest, most depraved man on Earth, Malachi Constant, is offered a chance to take a
space journey to distant worlds with a beautiful woman at his side. Of course there’ s a catch to the invitation–and a prophetic
vision about the purpose of human life that only Vonnegut has the courage to tell. “Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book
Award finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an
American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the
novel is the result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed
as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of
Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the
destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller,
Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite
his being banned and censored by some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of
Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have
inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around them but to find the confidence to say something
about it. Authors as wide-ranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth
Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has
described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has
declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind of
compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” Fifty years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam
War, Vonnegut's portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and
profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and hilarious, threaded with
compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a thundering moral statement.”—The Boston Globe
At the crossroads of art and science, Beautiful Brain presents Nobel Laureate Santiago Ramón y Cajal’s contributions to
neuroscience through his groundbreaking artistic brain imagery. Santiago Ramón y Cajal (1852–1934) was the father of modern
neuroscience and an exceptional artist. He devoted his life to the anatomy of the brain, the body’s most complex and mysterious
organ. His superhuman feats of visualization, based on fanatically precise techniques and countless hours at the microscope,
resulted in some of the most remarkable illustrations in the history of science. Beautiful Brain presents a selection of his exquisite
drawings of brain cells, brain regions, and neural circuits with accessible descriptive commentary. These drawings are explored
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from multiple perspectives: Larry W. Swanson describes Cajal’s contributions to neuroscience; Lyndel King and Eric Himmel
explore his artistic roots and achievement; Eric A. Newman provides commentary on the drawings; and Janet M. Dubinsky
describes contemporary neuroscience imaging techniques. This book is the companion to a traveling exhibition opening at the
Weisman Art Museum in Minneapolis in February 2017, marking the first time that many of these works, which are housed at the
Instituto Cajal in Madrid, have been seen outside of Spain. Beautiful Brain showcases Cajal’s contributions to neuroscience,
explores his artistic roots and achievement, and looks at his work in relation to contemporary neuroscience imaging, appealing to
general readers and professionals alike.
Two unlikely people form an unexpected bond in bestselling author Karen Joy Fowler’s captivating historical novel—a New York
Times Notable Book. When black cloaked Sarah Canary wanders into a Chinese labor camp in the Washington territories in 1873,
Chin Ah Kin is ordered by his uncle to escort “the ugliest woman he could imagine” away. Far away. But Chin soon becomes the
follower. In the first of many such instances, they are separated, both resurfacing some days later at an insane asylum. Chin has
run afoul of the law and Sarah has been committed for observation. Their escape from the asylum in the company of another
inmate sets into motion a series of adventures and misadventures that are at once hilarious, deeply moving, and downright
terrifying. “Powerfully imagined...Drop everything and follow Sarah Canary....Humor and horror, history and myth dance cheek to
cheek in this Jack London meets L. Frank Baum world....Here is a work that manages to be at the same time (and often in the
same sentence) dark and deep and fun.”—The Washington Post Book World
The ultimate Vonnegut: all 14 novels plus a selection of the best of his stories in a definitive collector's boxed set. The novels of Kurt
Vonnegut defined a generation a remain among the most enduringly popular and influential works of the last century. Now, for the first time,
they are available in a single collector's edition, featuring authoritative annotated texts. This boxed set includes four Library of America
volumes: Novels & Stories 1950-1962 Player Piano / The Sirens of Titan / Mother Night Novels & Stories 1963-1973 Cat's Cradle / God Bless
You, Mr. Rosewater / Slaughterhouse-Five / Breakfast of Champions Novels 1976-1985 Slapstick / Jailbird / Deadeye Dick / Galapagos
Novels 1987-1997 Bluebeard / Hocus Pocus / Timequake LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded
in 1979 to preserve our nation's literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America's best and most significant writing.
The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth
covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
A never-before-seen collection of deeply personal love letters from Kurt Vonnegut to his first wife, Jane, compiled and edited by their
daughter “A glimpse into the mind of a writer finding his voice.”—The Washington Post “If ever I do write anything of length—good or bad—it
will be written with you in mind.” Kurt Vonnegut’s eldest daughter, Edith, was cleaning out her mother’s attic when she stumbled upon a
dusty, aged box. Inside, she discovered an unexpected treasure: more than two hundred love letters written by Kurt to Jane, spanning the
early years of their relationship. The letters begin in 1941, after the former schoolmates reunited at age nineteen, sparked a passionate
summer romance, and promised to keep in touch when they headed off to their respective colleges. And they did, through Jane’s
conscientious studying and Kurt’s struggle to pass chemistry. The letters continue after Kurt dropped out and enlisted in the army in 1943,
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while Jane in turn graduated and worked for the Office of Strategic Services in Washington, D.C. They also detail Kurt’s deployment to
Europe in 1944, where he was taken prisoner of war and declared missing in action, and his eventual safe return home and the couple’s
marriage in 1945. Full of the humor and wit that we have come to associate with Kurt Vonnegut, the letters also reveal little-known private
corners of his mind. Passionate and tender, they form an illuminating portrait of a young soldier’s life in World War II as he attempts to come
to grips with love and mortality. And they bring to light the origins of Vonnegut the writer, when Jane was the only person who believed in and
supported him supported him, the young couple having no idea how celebrated he would become. A beautiful full-color collection of
handwritten letters, notes, sketches, and comics, interspersed with Edith’s insights and family memories, Love, Kurt is an intimate record of a
young man growing into himself, a fascinating account of a writer finding his voice, and a moving testament to the life-altering experience of
falling in love.
The “beautiful” novel that inspired the film starring David Bowie, from a Nebula Award finalist (The New York Times). The Man Who Fell to
Earth tells the story of Thomas Jerome Newton, an alien disguised as a human who comes to Earth on a mission to save his people.
Devastated by nuclear war, his home planet, Anthea, is no longer habitable. Newton lands in Kentucky and starts patenting Anthean
technology—amassing the fortune he needs to build a spaceship that will bring the last three hundred Anthean survivors to Earth. But instead
of the help he seeks, he finds only self-destruction, sinking into alcoholism and abandoning his spaceship, in this poignant story about the
human condition by the acclaimed author of Mockingbird. “Beautiful science fiction . . . The story of an extraterrestrial visitor from another
planet is designed mainly to say something about life on this one.” —The New York Times “An utterly realistic novel about an alien human on
Earth . . . Realistic enough to become a metaphor for something inside us all, some existential loneliness.” —Norman Spinrad, author of The
Iron Dream “Those who know The Man Who Fell to Earth only from the film version are missing something. This is one of the finest science
fiction novels of its period.” —J. R. Dunn, author of This Side of Judgment
“Ranks with Vonnegut’s best and goes one step beyond . . . joyous, soaring fiction.”—The Atlanta Journal and Constitution Broad humor and
bitter irony collide in this fictional autobiography of Rabo Karabekian, who, at age seventy-one, wants to be left alone on his Long Island
estate with the secret he has locked inside his potato barn. But then a voluptuous young widow badgers Rabo into telling his life story—and
Vonnegut in turn tells us the plain, heart-hammering truth about man’s careless fancy to create or destroy what he loves. Praise for
Bluebeard “Vonnegut is at his edifying best.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “The quicksilver mind of Vonnegut is at it again. . . . He displays all
his talents—satire, irony, ridicule, slapstick, and even a shaggy dog story of epic proportions.”—The Cincinnati Post “[Kurt Vonnegut is] a voice
you can trust to keep poking holes in the social fabric.”—San Francisco Chronicle “It has the qualities of classic Bosch and Slaughterhouse
Vonnegut. . . . Bluebeard is uncommonly feisty.”—USA Today “Is Bluebeard good? Yes! . . . This is vintage Vonnegut—good wine from his
best grapes.”—The Detroit News “A joyride . . . Vonnegut is more fascinated and puzzled than angered by the human stupidities and
contradictions he discerns so keenly. So hop in his rumble seat. As you whiz along, what you observe may provide some new
perspectives.”—Kansas City Star
Look at the Birdie is a collection of fourteen previously unpublished short stories from one of the most original writers in all of American fiction.
In this series of perfectly rendered vignettes, written just as he was starting to find his comic voice, Kurt Vonnegut paints a warm, wise, and
often funny portrait of life in post–World War II America—a world where squabbling couples, high school geniuses, misfit office workers, and
small-town lotharios struggle to adapt to changing technology, moral ambiguity, and unprecedented affluence. How do you plan the perfect
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murder? Belly up to the bar with Vonnegut's narrator and listen as a self-proclaimed "murder counselor" outlines his fool-proof program for
getting rid of your enemies—and assuring yourself a guaranteed annuity income for life. Look at the Birdie and the thirteen other never-beforepublished pieces that comprise Look at the Birdie serve as an unexpected gift for devoted readers who thought that Kurt Vonnegut's unique
voice had been stilled forever—and provide a terrific introduction to his short fiction for anyone who has yet to experience his genius.
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book for 2011 The first authoritative biography of Kurt
Vonnegut Jr., a writer who changed the conversation of American literature. In 2006, Charles Shields reached out to Kurt Vonnegut in a letter,
asking for his endorsement for a planned biography. The first response was no ("A most respectful demurring by me for the excellent writer
Charles J. Shields, who offered to be my biographer"). Unwilling to take no for an answer, propelled by a passion for his subject, and already
deep into his research, Shields wrote again and this time, to his delight, the answer came back: "O.K." For the next year—a year that ended up
being Vonnegut's last—Shields had access to Vonnegut and his letters. And So It Goes is the culmination of five years of research and
writing—the first-ever biography of the life of Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut resonates with readers of all generations from the baby boomers who
grew up with him to high-school and college students who are discovering his work for the first time. Vonnegut's concise collection of
personal essays, Man Without a Country, published in 2006, spent fifteen weeks on the New York Times bestseller list and has sold more
than 300,000 copies to date. The twenty-first century has seen interest in and scholarship about Vonnegut's works grow even stronger, and
this is the first book to examine in full the life of one of the most influential iconoclasts of his time.
When Winston Niles Rumfoord flies his spaceship into a chrono-synclastic infundibulum he is converted into pure energy and only
materializes when his waveforms intercept Earth or some other planet. As a result, he only gets home to Newport, Rhode Island, once every
fifty-nine days and then only for an hour. But at least, as a consolation, he now knows everything that has ever happened and everything that
ever will be. He knows, for instance, that his wife is going to Mars to mate with Malachi Constant, the richest man in the world. He also knows
that on Titan -- one of Saturn's moons -- is an alien from the planet Tralfamadore, who has been waiting 200,000 years for a spare part for his
grounded spacecraft...
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