Read Online The Origins Of War Violence In Prehistory

The Origins Of War Violence In Prehistory
East Asia is now the world’s economic powerhouse, but ghosts of history
continue to trouble relations between the key countries of the region, particularly
between Japan, China and the two Koreas. Unhappy legacies of Japan’s military
expansion in pre-war Asia prompt on-going calls for apologies, while conflicts
over ownership of cultural heritage cause friction between China and Korea, and
no peace treaty has ever been signed to conclude the Korean War. For over a
decade, the region’s governments and non-government groups have sought to
confront the ghosts of the past by developing paths to reconciliation. Focusing
particularly on popular culture and grassroots action, East Asia beyond the
History Warsexplores these East Asian approaches to historical reconciliation.
This book examines how Korean historians from North and South exchange
ideas about national history, how Chinese film-makers reframe their views of the
war with Japan, and how Japanese social activists develop grassroots
reconciliation projects with counterparts from Korea and elsewhere. As the
volume’s studies of museums, monuments and memorials show, East Asian
public images of modern history are changing, but change is fragile and
uncertain. This unfinished story of East Asia’s search for historical reconciliation
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has important implications for the study of popular memory worldwide. Presenting
a fresh perspective on reconciliation which draws on both history and cultural
studies, this book will be welcomed by students and scholars working in the fields
of Asian history, Asian culture and society as well as those interested in war and
memory studies more generally.
"Argentina's missing bones: revisiting the history of the dirty war examines the
history of state terrorism during Argentina's 1976-83 military dictatorship in a
single place: the industrial city of Caordoba, Argentina's second largest city and
the site of some of the dirty war's greatest crimes. It examines the city's previous
history of social protest, working-class militancy, and leftist activism as an
explanation for the particular nature of the dirty war there. Argentina's missing
bones examines both national and transnational influences on the counterrevolutionary war in Caordoba. The book also considers the legacy of this period
and examines the role of the state in constructing a public memory of the
violence and holding those responsible accountable through the most extensive
trials for crimes against humanity to take place anywhere in Latin
America"--Provided by publisher.
In the half-century since the appearance of Hannah Arendt's seminal work The
Origins of Totalitarianism, innumerable historians have detailed the history of the
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Nazi years. Now, in a brilliant synthesis of this work, Enzo Traverso situates the
extermination camps as the final, terrible moment in European modernity's
industrialization of killing and dehumanization of death. Traverso upends the
conventional presentation of the Holocaust as an inexplicable anomaly,
navigating an excess of antecedents both technical and cultural. Deftly tracing a
complex lineage - the guillotine and machine gun, the prison and assembly line,
as well as widespread ideologies of racial supremacy and colonial expansion Traverso reveals that the ideas that coalesced at Auschwitz came from Europe's
mainstream and not its margins.
This book looks at the representations of modern war by analysing texts and
examining the ways in which authors relate to the atrocious horrors of war.
Rejecting the assumption that violence is simply a denial of reason or, at best, a
pathological form of collective sadism, this book considers it ‘a cultural act’ that
needs to be understood as underpinned by a series of shared and accepted
norms and values stemming from a society at a given moment of its history and
shaped by its language. Traditional vocabulary and language seem inadequate to
describe soldiers’ experience of modern warfare. The problem for writers is to
depict and render intelligible a dramatically unprecedented reality through
recourse to something familiar. For some historians and literary critics, the
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absurdity of the First World War has shaped our ironic and disenchanted reading
of the entire twentieth century. Yet these ways of coping with the urge to
communicate inexpressible feelings and emotions in most cases are not
sufficient to overcome the incoherence of the sentiments felt and the events
witnessed. The contributors attempt to address the questions and issues that are
posed by the highly ambiguous views, texts, and representations examined in
this volume. This book was originally published as a special issue of the journal
European Review of History: Revue Européenne d’Histoire.
In May 1992 political and social tensions in the former Soviet Republic of
Tajikistan escalated to a devastating civil war, which killed approximately
40,000-100,000 people and displaced more than one million. The enormous
challenge of the Soviet Union’s disintegration compounded by inner-elite
conflicts, ideological disputes and state failure triggered a downward spiral to one
of the worst violent conflicts in the post-Soviet space. This book explains the
causes of the Civil War in Tajikistan with a historical narrative recognizing long
term structural causes of the conflict originating in the Soviet transformation of
Central Asia since the 1920s as well as short-term causes triggered by
Perestroika or Glasnost and the rapid dismantling of the Soviet Union. For the
first time, a major publication on the Tajik Civil War addresses the many
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contested events, their sequences and how individuals and groups shaped the
dynamics of events or responded to them. The book scrutinizes the role of
regionalism, political Islam, masculinities and violent non-state actors in the
momentous years between Perestroika and independence drawing on rich
autobiographical accounts written by key actors of the unfolding conflict. Paired
with complementary sources such as the media coverage and interviews, these
autobiographies provide insights how Tajik politicians, field commanders and
intellectuals perceived and rationalized the outbreak of the Civil War within the
complex context of post-Soviet decolonization, Islamic revival and nationalist
renaissance.
How did warfare originate? Was it human genetics? Social competition? The rise
of complexity? Intensive study of the long-term hunter-gatherer past brings us
closer to an answer. The original chapters in this volume examine cultural areas
on five continents where there is archaeological, ethnographic, and historical
evidence for hunter-gatherer conflict despite high degrees of mobility, small
populations, and relatively egalitarian social structures. Their controversial
conclusions will elicit interest among anthropologists, archaeologists, and those
in conflict studies.
"The War of the Fists" is a study of 17th-century worker culture in the city of
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Venice, focusing on the mock battles, or "battagliole", which the town's two
popular factions waged on public bridges. Their importance in the city's plebeian
life makes bridge battles an extremely valuable point of entry for exploring
structures of Venetian popular culture, a task which Robert Davis attempts at
several levels.
2020 L.A. Times Book Prize Finalist, History A provocative examination of how
the U.S. military has shaped our entire world, from today's costly, endless wars to
the prominence of violence in everyday American life. The United States has
been fighting wars constantly since invading Afghanistan in 2001. This nonstop
warfare is far less exceptional than it might seem: the United States has been at
war or has invaded other countries almost every year since independence. In
The United States of War, David Vine traces this pattern of bloody conflict from
Columbus's 1494 arrival in Guantanamo Bay through the 250-year expansion of
a global US empire. Drawing on historical and firsthand anthropological research
in fourteen countries and territories, The United States of War demonstrates how
US leaders across generations have locked the United States in a selfperpetuating system of permanent war by constructing the world's largest-ever
collection of foreign military bases--a global matrix that has made offensive
interventionist wars more likely. Beyond exposing the profit-making desires,
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political interests, racism, and toxic masculinity underlying the country's
relationship to war and empire, The United States of War shows how the long
history of U.S. military expansion shapes our daily lives, from today's multi-trilliondollar wars to the pervasiveness of violence and militarism in everyday U.S. life.
The book concludes by confronting the catastrophic toll of American wars--which
have left millions dead, wounded, and displaced--while offering proposals for how
we can end the fighting.
The man who many considered the peace candidate in the last election was transformed into a
war president, writes bestselling author and leading academic Stephen Carter in The Violence
of Peace, his new book decoding what President Barack Obama s views on war mean for
America and its role in military conflict, now and going forward. As America winds down a war
in Iraq, ratchets up another in Afghanistan, and continues a global war on terrorism, Carter
delves into the implications of the military philosophy Obama has adopted over his first two
years in office. Responding to the invitation that Obama himself issued in his Nobel address,
Carter uses the tools of the Western tradition of just and unjust war to evaluate Obama s
actions and words about military conflict, offering insight into how the president will handle
existing and future wars, and into how his judgment will shape America s fate. Carter also
explores war as a way to defend others from tyrannical regimes, which Obama has endorsed
but not yet tested, and reveals the surprising ways in which some of the tactics Obama has
used or authorized are more extreme than those of his predecessor, George W. Bush. Keeping
the nation at peace, Carter writes, often requires battle, and this book lays bare exactly how
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America's wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are shaping the way Obama views the country's role in
conflict and peace, ultimately determining the fate of the nation.
Massacres and mass killings have always marked if not shaped the history of the world and as
such are subjects of increasing interest among historians. The premise underlying this
collection is that massacres were an integral, if not accepted part (until quite recently) of
warfare, and that they were often fundamental to the colonizing process in the early modern
and modern worlds. Making a deliberate distinction between 'massacre' and 'genocide', the
editors call for an entirely separate and new subject under the rubric of 'Massacre Studies',
dealing with mass killings that are not genocidal in intent. This volume offers a reflection on the
nature of mass killings and extreme violence across regions and across centuries, and brings
together a wide range of approaches and case studies.
Poverty and violence are issues of global importance. In Poverty, War, and Violence in South
Africa, Clifton Crais explores the relationship between colonial conquest and the making of
South Africa's rural poor. Based on a wealth of archival sources, this detailed history changes
our understanding of the origins of the gut-wrenching poverty that characterizes rural areas
today. Crais shifts attention away from general models of economic change and focuses on the
enduring implications of violence in shaping South Africa's past and present. Crais details the
devastation wrought by European forces and their African auxiliaries. Their violence led to
wanton bloodshed, large-scale destruction of property, and famine. Crais explores how the
survivors struggled to remake their lives, including the adoption of new crops, and the world of
inequality and vulnerability colonial violence bequeathed. He concludes with a discussion of
contemporary challenges and the threats to democracy in South Africa.
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In this fundamental analysis, Rapoport asks: Why do we have wars? Doesn't humanity always
seem on the verge of self-annihilation? Is there something in human genetic structure that
makes people want to kill each other? Perhaps this impulse is a matter of good versus evil, or
just plain human nature. Rapoport moves beyond cliches by claiming that the sources of
modern violence reside in the imbalance between a lag in the system of values inherited from
the past and the structure of science and technology that awaits no revision of values to move
ahead. As a result, Rapoport argues that the study of war and peace should be considered a
science, just like biology or, for that matter, political science. The same rules of empirical
engagement and experimentation should apply. Before we can have a theory of peace, we
need a methodology of conflict. Using the writings of thinkers who have made significant
contributions to the predominant ideas and ideals of our society, Rapoport weaves together the
strands of independent thought and research into a single, thought-provoking work. After
investigating the whys of violence, using ideological, psychological, strategic, and systemic
perspective, Rapoport moves to an in-depth analysis of possible varieties of conflict resolution.
He explores such mechanisms as mediation, education, and applying the results of scientific
research. He documents the impact of ideologies countervailing dominant ones that place
obstacles in the way of peacemaking. Rapoport argues that conciliation and game theories can
be utilized to replace the concept of winner take all or total victory. The Origins of Violence is a
needed contribution to our understanding of warfare, and provides a forward-looking
perspective that can be of wide use to each of the policy sciences, starting with military
strategy and ending with international development.
Since the 1990s, sexual violence in conflict zones has received much media attention. In large
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part as a result of grassroots feminist organizing in the 1970s and 1980s, mass rapes in the
wars in the former Yugoslavia and during the Rwandan genocide received widespread
coverage, and international organizations—from courts to NGOs to the UN—have engaged in
systematic efforts to hold perpetrators accountable and to ameliorate the effects of wartime
sexual violence. Yet many millennia of conflict preceded these developments, and we know
little about the longer-term history of conflict-based sexual violence. Sexual Violence in Conflict
Zones helps to fill in the historical gaps. It provides insight into subjects that are of deep
concern to the human rights community, such as the aftermath of conflict-based sexual
violence, legal strategies for prosecuting it, the economic functions of sexual violence, and the
ways perceived religious or racial difference can create or aggravate settings of sexual danger.
Essays in the volume span a broad geographic, chronological, and thematic scope, touching
on the ancient world, medieval Europe, the American Revolutionary War, precolonial and
colonial Africa, Muslim Central Asia, the two world wars, and the Bangladeshi War of
Independence. By considering a wide variety of cases, the contributors analyze the factors
making sexual violence in conflict zones more or less likely and the resulting trauma more or
less devastating. Topics covered range from the experiences of victims and the motivations of
perpetrators, to the relationship between wartime and peacetime sexual violence, to the
historical background of the contemporary feminist-inflected human rights moment. In bringing
together historical and contemporary perspectives, this wide-ranging collection provides
historians and human rights activists with tools for understanding long-term consequences of
sexual violence as war-ravaged societies struggle to achieve postconflict stability.
The First World War did not end in November 1918. In Russia and Eastern Europe it finished
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up to a year earlier, and both there and elsewhere in Europe it triggered conflicts that lasted
down to 1923. Paramilitary formations were prominent in this continuation of the war. They had
some features of formal military organizations, but were used in opposition to the regular
military as an instrument of revolution or as an adjunct or substitute for military forces when
these were unable by themselves to put down a revolution (whether class or national).
Paramilitary violence thus arose in different contexts. It was an important aspect of the
violence unleashed by class revolution in Russia. It structured the counter-revolution in central
and Eastern Europe, including Finland and Italy, which reacted against a mythic version of
Bolshevik class violence in the name of order and authority. It also shaped the struggles over
borders and ethnicity in the new states that replaced the multi-national empires of Russia,
Austria-Hungary and Ottoman Turkey. It was prominent on all sides in the wars for Irish
independence. In many cases, paramilitary violence was charged with political significance and
acquired a long-lasting symbolism and influence. War in Peace explores the differences and
similarities between these various kinds of paramilitary violence within one volume for the first
time. It thereby contributes to our understanding of the difficult transitions from war to peace. It
also helps to re-situate the Great War in a longer-term context and to explain its enduring
impact.
Stretching across continents and centuries, The Origins of War: Violence in Prehistory
provides a fascinating examination of executions, torture, ritual sacrifices, and other acts of
violence committed in the prehistoric world. Written as an accessible guide to the nature of life
in prehistory and to the underpinnings of human violence. Combines symbolic interpretations
of archaeological remains with a medical understanding of violent acts. Written by an eminent
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prehistorian and a respected medical doctor.
This timely book offers a world history of insurgencies and of counterinsurgency warfare.
Jeremy Black moves beyond the conventional Western-centric narrative, reaching back to
antiquity to trace the pre-modern origins of war within states. His sweeping study will be
essential reading for all students of military history.

From the renowned and best-selling author of A History of God, a sweeping
exploration of religion and the history of human violence. For the first time,
religious self-identification is on the decline in American. Some analysts have
cited as cause a post-9/11perception: that faith in general is a source of
aggression, intolerance, and divisiveness—something bad for society. But how
accurate is that view? With deep learning and sympathetic understanding, Karen
Armstrong sets out to discover the truth about religion and violence in each of the
world’s great traditions, taking us on an astonishing journey from prehistoric
times to the present. While many historians have looked at violence in connection
with particular religious manifestations (jihad in Islam or Christianity’s Crusades),
Armstrong looks at each faith—not only Christianity and Islam, but also Buddhism,
Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism—in its totality over time. As she
describes, each arose in an agrarian society with plenty powerful landowners
brutalizing peasants while also warring among themselves over land, then the
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only real source of wealth. In this world, religion was not the discrete and
personal matter it would become for us but rather something that permeated all
aspects of society. And so it was that agrarian aggression, and the warrior ethos
it begot, became bound up with observances of the sacred. In each tradition,
however, a counterbalance to the warrior code also developed. Around sages,
prophets, and mystics there grew up communities protesting the injustice and
bloodshed endemic to agrarian society, the violence to which religion had
become heir. And so by the time the great confessional faiths came of age, all
understood themselves as ultimately devoted to peace, equality, and
reconciliation, whatever the acts of violence perpetrated in their name.
Industrialization and modernity have ushered in an epoch of spectacular and
unexampled violence, although, as Armstrong explains, relatively little of it can be
ascribed directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows us how and in what
measure religions, in their relative maturity, came to absorb modern
belligerence—and what hope there might be for peace among believers of
different creeds in our time. At a moment of rising geopolitical chaos, the
imperative of mutual understanding between nations and faith communities has
never been more urgent, the dangers of action based on misunderstanding never
greater. Informed by Armstrong’s sweeping erudition and personal commitment
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to the promotion of compassion, Fields of Blood makes vividly clear that religion
is not the problem.
By analytically decoupling war and violence, this book explores the causes and
dynamics of violence in civil war. Against the prevailing view that such violence is
an instance of impenetrable madness, the book demonstrates that there is logic
to it and that it has much less to do with collective emotions, ideologies, and
cultures than currently believed. Kalyvas specifies a novel theory of selective
violence: it is jointly produced by political actors seeking information and
individual civilians trying to avoid the worst but also grabbing what opportunities
their predicament affords them. Violence, he finds, is never a simple reflection of
the optimal strategy of its users; its profoundly interactive character defeats
simple maximization logics while producing surprising outcomes, such as relative
nonviolence in the 'frontlines' of civil war.
A concise study using archeological and ethnographic evidence to refute current
theories about the origin of war
Examining conflict and warfare in Chad from both historic and contemporary
perspectives, Mario Azevedo explores not only how violence has permeated and
become almost an intrinsic part of the fabric of the central-eastern Sudanic
societies, but how foreign interference from centuries ago to the present-day
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have exacerbated rather than suppressed the violence. Although the main
objective of the volume is to understand present Chad, it provides
comprehensive and analytical discussion of Chad's violent past. This strategy
goes beyond putting the blame on the unwise and ethnic policies at Francois
Tombalbaye or Felix Malloum; instead, Roots of Violence clarifies the role of
violence in both pre- and post-colonial Chad and, thus, demythologizes many of
the assumptions held by scholars and non-scholars alike.
This groundbreaking multidisciplinary book presents significant essays on
historical indigenous violence in Latin America from Tierra del Fuego to central
Mexico. The collection explores those uniquely human motivations and
environmental variables that have led to the native peoples of Latin America
engaging in warfare and ritual violence since antiquity. Based on an American
Anthropological Association symposium, this book collects twelve contributions
from sixteen authors, all of whom are scholars at the forefront of their fields of
study. All of the chapters advance our knowledge of the causes, extent, and
consequences of indigenous violence—including ritualized violence—in Latin
America. Each major historical/cultural group in Latin America is addressed by at
least one contributor. Incorporating the results of dozens of years of research,
this volume documents evidence of warfare, violent conflict, and human sacrifice
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from the fifteenth century to the twentieth, including incidents that occurred
before European contact. Together the chapters present a convincing argument
that warfare and ritual violence have been woven into the fabric of life in Latin
America since remote antiquity. For the first time, expert subject-area work on
indigenous violence—archaeological, osteological, ethnographic, historical, and
forensic—has been assembled in one volume. Much of this work has heretofore
been dispersed across various countries and languages. With its collection into
one English-language volume, all future writers—regardless of their discipline or
point of view—will have a source to consult for further research. CONTENTS
Acknowledgments Introduction Richard J. Chacon and Rubén G. Mendoza 1.
Status Rivalry and Warfare in the Development and Collapse of Classic Maya
Civilization Matt O’Mansky and Arthur A. Demarest 2. Aztec Militarism and Blood
Sacrifice: The Archaeology and Ideology of Ritual Violence Rubén G. Mendoza
3. Territorial Expansion and Primary State Formation in Oaxaca, Mexico Charles
S. Spencer 4. Images of Violence in Mesoamerican Mural Art Donald McVicker 5.
Circum-Caribbean Chiefly Warfare Elsa M. Redmond 6. Conflict and Conquest in
Pre-Hispanic Andean South America: Archaeological Evidence from Northern
Coastal Peru John W. Verano 7. The Inti Raymi Festival among the Cotacachi
and Otavalo of Highland Ecuador: Blood for the Earth Richard J. Chacon,
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Yamilette Chacon, and Angel Guandinango 8. Upper Amazonian Warfare
Stephen Beckerman and James Yost 9. Complexity and Causality in Tupinambá
Warfare William Balée 10. Hunter-Gatherers’ Aboriginal Warfare in Western
Chaco Marcela Mendoza 11. The Struggle for Social Life in Fuego-Patagonia
Alfredo Prieto and Rodrigo Cárdenas 12. Ethical Considerations and Conclusions
Regarding Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence in Latin America Richard J.
Chacon and Rubén G. Mendoza References About the Contributors Index
Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror examines the ways that Christian theology has
shaped centuries of conflict from the Jewish-Roman War of late antiquity through
the First Crusade, the French Revolution, and up to the Iraq War. By isolating
one factor among the many forces that converge in war—the essential tenets of
Christian theology—Philippe Buc locates continuities in major episodes of violence
perpetrated over the course of two millennia. Even in secularized or explicitly nonChristian societies, such as the Soviet Union of the Stalinist purges, social and
political projects are tied to religious violence, and religious conceptual structures
have influenced the ways violence is imagined, inhibited, perceived, and
perpetrated. The patterns that emerge from this sweeping history upend
commonplace assumptions about historical violence, while contextualizing and
explaining some of its peculiarities. Buc addresses the culturally sanctioned logic
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that might lead a sane person to kill or die on principle, traces the circuitous
reasoning that permits contradictory political actions, such as coercing freedom
or pardoning war atrocities, and locates religious faith at the backbone of
nationalist conflict. He reflects on the contemporary American ideology of
war—one that wages violence in the name of abstract notions such as liberty and
world peace and that he reveals to be deeply rooted in biblical notions. A work of
extraordinary breadth, Holy War, Martyrdom, and Terror connects the ancient
past to the troubled present, showing how religious ideals of sacrifice and
purification made violence meaningful throughout history.
War is a highly complex and dynamic form of social conflict. This book
demonstrates the importance of using sociological tools to understand the
changing character of war and organised violence. The author offers an original
analysis of the historical and contemporary impact that coercion and warfare
have on the transformation of social life, and vice versa. Although war and
violence were decisive components in the formation of modernity most analyses
tend to shy away from the sociological study of the gory origins of contemporary
social life. In contrast, this book brings the study of organised violence to the fore
by providing a wide-ranging sociological analysis that links classical and
contemporary theories with specific historical and geographical contexts. Topics
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covered include violence before modernity, warfare in the modern age,
nationalism and war, war propaganda, battlefield solidarity, war and social
stratification, gender and organised violence, and the new wars debate.
When did war begin? Standard military accounts tend to start with the GraecoPersian wars, laying undue emphasis on the preeminence of Greek heavy
infantry. But, as this strikingly original and entertaining book shows, the origins of
war can be traced back not to the Iron Age, or even to the Bronze Age, but to the
emergence of settled life itself nearly 10,000 years ago. The military revolution
that occurred then?the invention of major new weapons, the massive
fortifications, the creation of strategy and tactics?ultimately gave rise to the great
war machines of ancient Egypt, Assyria, and Persia that dominated the Near
East until the time of Alexander the Great.It is Arther Ferrill's thesis that in the
period before Alexander there were two independent lines of military
development?a Near Eastern one culminating in the expert integration of cavalry,
skirmishers, and light infantry and a Greek one based on heavy infantry. When
Philip and Alexander blended the two traditions in their crack Macedonian army,
the result was a style of warfare that continued, despite technological changes,
down to Napoleon.This newly revised edition presents detailed and copiously
illustrated accounts of all the major battles on land and sea up to the fourth
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century b.c., analyzes weapons from the sling to the catapult, and discusses
ancient strategy and tactics, making this a book for armchair historians
everywhere.
This book examines the role of war in shaping the African state, society, and
economy by tracing shifts in the culture and practice of war.
The study of Greek warfare should involve much more than reconstructing the
experience of combat or revisiting the great wars of the classical period. Here, a
distinguished cast of international scholars explores beyond the usual thematic
and chronological boundaries. Ranging from the heroes of Homer to the kings
and cities of the hellenistic age, the contributors set war in the context of other
forms of Greek violence, private and public. At every turn they challenge received
ideas about the causes and conduct of war, its development and its place in
Greek society and culture.
Traditionally scholars of the international political system have assumed that
wars serve national interests and that such decisions are based on rational
means/ends calculations. Yet even political realists such as Hans J. Morgenthau
have admitted that psychological analysis might shed further light on how nations
behave. Psychological Dimensions of War analyzes how psychological factors
influence the origins, processes, and consequences of conventional, and
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possibly nuclear, war. This original and thought-provoking volume brings together
leading scholars, including Anatol Rapoport and George Quester, who analyze
the psychology of both motivated and unmotivated biases of war behavior. With
depth and insight, the contributors explore the interaction between political and
psychological factors of war and use psychological variables to explain how
emotions may have constructive as well as destructive results. In Part I the
contributors analyze the biological, psychological, and ideological factors that are
predispositions to war and in Part II they analyze the problems that governmental
leaders encounter when managing contemporary, limited warfare. In Part III the
contributors explore the factors that are most likely to lead to a nuclear conflict.
An innovative contribution to the literature, Psychological Dimensions of War will
interest professionals and advanced students in international relations, political
science, peace studies, and psychology. "Over the past thirty years, such
analyses [of foreign policy decisions which lead to war or peace] have
emphasized, among other things, situational variables (e.g., crises), contextual
variables (e.g., the organizational setting), perceptions of various sorts, and basic
personality characteristics. This interesting book covers all these approaches to
understanding the impact of psychological factors in war/peace decisions and
ranges considerably beyond." --Perspectives on Political Science "Glad is to be
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congratulated for putting together a stimulating and enlightening collection of
papers. . . .She (has) done a skillful job of editing, providing useful commentary
on the various sections."
Examining how war has positively changed our society, a renowned historian and
archaeologist tells the riveting story of 15,000 years of war, going beyond the
battles and brutality to reveal what war has really done to and for the world.
50,000 first printing.
Acclaimed New York Times journalist and author Chris Hedges offers a critical -and fascinating -- lesson in the dangerous realities of our age: a stark look at the
effects of war on combatants. Utterly lacking in rhetoric or dogma, this manual
relies instead on bare fact, frank description, and a spare question-and-answer
format. Hedges allows U.S. military documentation of the brutalizing physical and
psychological consequences of combat to speak for itself. Hedges poses dozens
of questions that young soldiers might ask about combat, and then answers them
by quoting from medical and psychological studies. • What are my chances of
being wounded or killed if we go to war? • What does it feel like to get shot? •
What do artillery shells do to you? • What is the most painful way to get
wounded? • Will I be afraid? • What could happen to me in a nuclear attack? •
What does it feel like to kill someone? • Can I withstand torture? • What are the
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long-term consequences of combat stress? • What will happen to my body after I
die? This profound and devastating portrayal of the horrors to which we subject
our armed forces stands as a ringing indictment of the glorification of war and the
concealment of its barbarity.
The first in a four-volume set, The Cambridge World History of Violence, Volume
1 provides a comprehensive examination of violence in prehistory and the
ancient world. Covering the Palaeolithic through to the end of classical antiquity,
the chapters take a global perspective spanning sub-Saharan Africa, the Near
East, Europe, India, China, Japan and Central America. Unlike many previous
works, this book does not focus only on warfare but examines violence as a
broader phenomenon. The historical approach complements, and in some cases
critiques, previous research on the anthropology and psychology of violence in
the human story. Written by a team of contributors who are experts in each of
their respective fields, Volume 1 will be of particular interest to anyone fascinated
by archaeology and the ancient world.
Why do people go to war? Is it rooted in human nature or is it a late cultural
invention? And what of war today - is it a declining phenomenon or simply
changing its shape? In this truly global study of war and civilization, Azar Gat sets
out to find definitive answers to these questions in an attempt to unravel the
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'riddle of war' throughout human history, from the early hunter-gatherers right
through to the unconventional terrorism of the twenty-first century. Written with
remarkable verve and clarity and wholly free from jargon, it will be of interest to
anyone who has ever pondered the puzzle of war.
The white power movement in America wants a revolution. It has declared all-out
war against the federal government and its agents, and has carried out—with
military precision—an escalating campaign of terror against the American public.
Its soldiers are not lone wolves but are highly organized cadres motivated by a
coherent and deeply troubling worldview of white supremacy, anticommunism,
and apocalypse. In Bring the War Home, Kathleen Belew gives us the first full
history of the movement that consolidated in the 1970s and 1980s around a
potent sense of betrayal in the Vietnam War and made tragic headlines in the
1995 bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building. Returning to an America
ripped apart by a war that, in their view, they were not allowed to win, a small but
driven group of veterans, active-duty personnel, and civilian supporters
concluded that waging war on their own country was justified. They unified
people from a variety of militant groups, including Klansmen, neo-Nazis,
skinheads, radical tax protestors, and white separatists. The white power
movement operated with discipline and clarity, undertaking assassinations,
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mercenary soldiering, armed robbery, counterfeiting, and weapons trafficking. Its
command structure gave women a prominent place in brokering intergroup
alliances and giving birth to future recruits. Belew’s disturbing history reveals
how war cannot be contained in time and space. In its wake, grievances intensify
and violence becomes a logical course of action for some. Bring the War Home
argues for awareness of the heightened potential for paramilitarism in a present
defined by ongoing war.
The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and pernicious. Indeed, for
the last fifty years, most popular and scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric
warfare was rare, harmless, unimportant, and, like smallpox, a disease of civilized
societies alone. Prehistoric warfare, according to this view, was little more than a
ritualized game, where casualties were limited and the effects of aggression relatively
mild. Lawrence Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization offers a devastating
rebuttal to such comfortable myths and debunks the notion that warfare was introduced
to primitive societies through contact with civilization (an idea he denounces as "the
pacification of the past"). Building on much fascinating archeological and historical
research and offering an astute comparison of warfare in civilized and prehistoric
societies, from modern European states to the Plains Indians of North America, War
Before Civilization convincingly demonstrates that prehistoric warfare was in fact more
deadly, more frequent, and more ruthless than modern war. To support this point,
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Keeley provides a wide-ranging look at warfare and brutality in the prehistoric world. He
reveals, for instance, that prehistorical tactics favoring raids and ambushes, as opposed
to formal battles, often yielded a high death-rate; that adult males falling into the hands
of their enemies were almost universally killed; and that surprise raids seldom spared
even women and children. Keeley cites evidence of ancient massacres in many areas
of the world, including the discovery in South Dakota of a prehistoric mass grave
containing the remains of over 500 scalped and mutilated men, women, and children (a
slaughter that took place a century and a half before the arrival of Columbus). In
addition, Keeley surveys the prevalence of looting, destruction, and trophy-taking in all
kinds of warfare and again finds little moral distinction between ancient warriors and
civilized armies. Finally, and perhaps most controversially, he examines the evidence of
cannibalism among some preliterate peoples. Keeley is a seasoned writer and his book
is packed with vivid, eye-opening details (for instance, that the homicide rate of
prehistoric Illinois villagers may have exceeded that of the modern United States by
some 70 times). But he also goes beyond grisly facts to address the larger moral and
philosophical issues raised by his work. What are the causes of war? Are human
beings inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in our own time? Challenging
some of our most dearly held beliefs, Keeley's conclusions are bound to stir
controversy.
Tory hunting -- Britain's dilemma -- Rubicon -- Plundering protectors -- Violated bodies
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-- Slaughterhouses -- Black holes -- Skiver them! -- Town-destroyer -- Americanizing
the war -- Man for man -- Returning losers
This is the first book to explore prehistoric warfare and violence by integrating
qualitative research methods with quantitative, scientific techniques of analysis such as
paleopathology, morphometry, wear analysis, and experimental archaeology. It
investigates early warfare and violence from the standpoint of four broad
interdisciplinary themes: skeletal markers of violence and weapon training; conflict in
prehistoric rock-art; the material culture of conflict; and intergroup violence in
archaeological discourse. The book has a wide-ranging chronological and geographic
scope, from early Neolithic to late Iron Age and from Western Europe to East Asia. It
includes world-renowned sites and artefact collections such as the Tollense Valley
Bronze Age battlefield (Germany), the UNESCO World Heritage Site at Tanum
(Sweden), and the British Museum collection of bronze weaponry from the late Shang
period (China). Original case studies are presented in each section by a diverse
international authorship. The study of warfare and violence in prehistoric and preliterate societies has been at the forefront of archaeological debate since the
publication of Keeley’s provocative monograph ‘War Before Civilization’ (Oxford
1996). The problem has been approached from a number of standpoints including
anthropological and behavioural studies of interpersonal violence, osteological
examinations of sharp lesions and blunt-force traumas, wear analysis of ancient
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weaponry, and field experiments with replica weapons and armour. This research,
however, is often confined within the boundaries of the various disciplines and
specialist fields. In particular, a gap can often be detected between the research
approaches grounded in the humanities and social sciences and those based on the
archaeological sciences. The consequence is that, to this day, the subject is dominated
by a number of undemonstrated assumptions regarding the nature of warfare, combat,
and violence in non-literate societies. Moreover, important methodological questions
remain unanswered: can we securely distinguish between violence-related and
accidental trauma on skeletal remains? To what extent can wear analysis shed light on
long-forgotten fighting styles? Can we design meaningful combat tests based on
historic martial arts? And can the study of rock-art unlock the social realities of
prehistoric warfare? By breaking the mould of entrenched subject boundaries, this
edited volume promotes interdisciplinary debate in the study of prehistoric warfare and
violence by presenting a number of innovative approaches that integrate qualitative and
quantitative methods of research and analysis.
Why do we fight? Have we always been fighting one another? This book examines the
origins and development of human forms of organized violence from an anthropological
and archaeological perspective. Kim and Kissel argue that human warfare is
qualitatively different from forms of lethal, intergroup violence seen elsewhere in the
natural world, and that its emergence is intimately connected to how humans evolved
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and to the emergence of human nature itself.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic
values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
It is a common assumption that prehistory was a time of war and violence, between
species of humans competing for supremacy, between cultures and within
communities. These nineteen papers, from a Prehistoric Society conference held in
Sheffield, consider the archaeological evidence from sites across Europe,
demonstrating how the prevalence, nature and experience of warfare and violence
differed between regions and investigate the causes of war between hunter-gatherers.
General studies of prehistoric warfare and how to detect it in the archaeological record,
can be found alongside analyses of butchered human remains and mass burials at
sites in Scandinavia, Iberia, Italy, Germany and Britain. Other evidence is also
considered, covering the Mesolithic to the Iron Age, such as rock art, weaponry and
deposited weapons. In addition to the editors, some familiar names can be found here:
Pia Nystrom, Robert Layton, Christopher J Knuesel, Jorg Orschiedt, George Nash,
Andreas Harde, Eduardo Sanchez-Moreno, Lynne Bevan, Richard Osgood, David
Fontijn, Miranda Aldhouse Green, Rebecca Craig, Gillian Carr, Gonzalo Aranda
Jimenez, Margarita Sanchez Romero, Jose Freire, Neil A Bishop, John Carman,
Patricia Carman, Tim Taylor .
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This volume explores the importance of technology in war, and to the study of warfare,
during the past millennium, across several continents. Authors discuss interactions
between politics, strategy, war, technology, and the socio-cultural implementation of
new technologies in different contexts.
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