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China is one of the oldest states in the world. It achieved its approximate current
borders with the Ascendancy of the Yuan dynasty in the 13th century, and
despite the passing of one Imperial dynasty to the next, it has maintained them
for the eight centuries since. Even the European colonial powers at the height of
their power could not move past coastal enclaves. Thus, China remained China
through the Ming, the Qing, the Republic, the Occupation, and Communism. But,
despite the desires of some of the most powerful people in the Great State
through the ages, China has never been alone in the world. It has had to contend
with invaders from the steppe and the challenges posed by foreign traders and
imperialists. Indeed, its rulers for the majority of the last eight centuries have not
been Chinese. Timothy Brook examines China's relationship with the world from
the Yuan through to the present by following the stories of ordinary and
extraordinary people navigating the spaces where China met and meets the
world. Bureaucrats, horse traders, spiritual leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors,
invaders, migrant workers, traitors, and visionaries: this is a history of China as
no one has told it before.
In this reinterpretation of the history of England, Edwin Jones reveals that a false
view of the English past, created during the reign of Henry VIII, became one of
the most powerful influences on English outlook and behaviour.
Based on previously unused French and German sources, this challenging and
controversial new analysis of the war on the Western front from 1914 to 1918
reveals how and why the Germans won the major battles with one-half to onethird fewer casualties than the Allies, and how American troops in 1918 saved the
Allies from defeat and a negotiated peace with the Germans.
Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed
the way we see ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent,
war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked and comforted.
They have enriched lives - and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the
works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook
civilization and helped make us who we are. Inspired by the myth of a man
condemned to ceaselessly push a rock up a mountain and watch it roll back to
the valley below, The Myth of Sisyphus transformed twentieth-century philosophy
with its impassioned argument for the value of life in a world without religious
meaning.
"I doubt I would have grown up to be the writer and artist I became had I not
fallen in love with D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths at the age of seven."—R. J.
Palacio, author of Wonder Kids can lose themselves in a world of myth and
magic while learning important cultural history in this beloved classic collection of
Greek mythology. Now updated with a new cover and an afterword featuring
never-before-published drawings from the sketchbook of Ingri and Edgar
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D'Aulaire, plus an essay about their life and work and photos from the family
achive. In print for over fifty years, D'Aulaires Book of Greek Myths has
introduced generations to Greek mythology—and continues to enthrall young
readers. Here are the greats of ancient Greece—gods and goddesses, heroes and
monsters—as freshly described in words and pictures as if they were alive today.
No other volume of Greek mythology has inspired as many young readers as this
timeless classic. Both adults and children alike will find this book a treasure for
years to come.
Enter the world of myths and legends with this unforgettable compendium that
spans the centuries and crosses the continents to share the greatest stories of all
time. Sit back and enjoy more than 80 classic myths retold for the modern reader
with engaging text and eye-catching graphics. Part of the Big Ideas series, The
Mythology Book introduces the great and the good, from the gods of ancient
Greece to the stories of the Cherokee People of North America. Going beyond
the ancient worlds, this book brings to life influential tales of Aboriginal
Australians and the Aztecs, each packed with compelling characters, plot twists
and turns, and incredible insight into human existence. Discover the lessons
behind every story and get to the heart of cultures far and wide through the
inspiring narratives that capture the way communities work together to make
sense of the world around them. This is essential reading for everyone who
delights in stories of imagination, action, and adventure, taking new generations
back in time to love and learn from the stories of the past.
Great Myths of Personality teaches critical thinking skills and key concepts of
personality psychology through the discussion of popular myths and
misconceptions. Provides a thorough look at contemporary myths and
misconceptions, such as: Does birth order affect personality? Are personality
tests an accurate way to measure personality? Do romantic partners need similar
personalities for relationship success? Introduces concepts of personality
psychology in an accessible and engaging manner Focuses on current debates
and controversies in the field with references to the latest research and scientific
literature
Is the Internet democratizing American politics? Do political Web sites and blogs
mobilize inactive citizens and make the public sphere more inclusive? The Myth
of Digital Democracy reveals that, contrary to popular belief, the Internet has
done little to broaden political discourse but in fact empowers a small set of
elites--some new, but most familiar. Matthew Hindman argues that, though
hundreds of thousands of Americans blog about politics, blogs receive only a
miniscule portion of Web traffic, and most blog readership goes to a handful of
mainstream, highly educated professionals. He shows how, despite the wealth of
independent Web sites, online news audiences are concentrated on the top
twenty outlets, and online organizing and fund-raising are dominated by a few
powerful interest groups. Hindman tracks nearly three million Web pages,
analyzing how their links are structured, how citizens search for political content,
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and how leading search engines like Google and Yahoo! funnel traffic to popular
outlets. He finds that while the Internet has increased some forms of political
participation and transformed the way interest groups and candidates organize,
mobilize, and raise funds, elites still strongly shape how political material on the
Web is presented and accessed. The Myth of Digital Democracy. debunks
popular notions about political discourse in the digital age, revealing how the
Internet has neither diminished the audience share of corporate media nor given
greater voice to ordinary citizens.
Regarded as the second most important book to come out of Nazi Germany,
Alfred Rosenberg's Der Mythus des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts is a philosophical
and political map which outlines the ideological background to the Nazi Party and
maps out how that party viewed society, other races, social ordering, religion, art,
aesthetics and the structure of the state. The "Mythus" to which Rosenberg (who
was also editor of the Nazi Party newspaper) refers was the concept of blood,
which, according to the preface, "unchains the racial world-revolution."
Rosenberg's no-hold barred depiction of the history of Christianity earned it the
accusation that it was anti-Christian, and that unjustified controversy
overshadowed the most interesting sections of the book which deal with the
world racial situation and the demand for racially homogenous states as the only
method to preserve individual world cultures. Rosenberg was hanged at
Nuremberg on charges of "waging wars of aggression" even though he had
never served in the military, and it is likely that he was hanged purely because of
this book. Contents Preface Book One: The Conflict of Values Chapter I. Race
and Race Soul Chapter II. Love and Honour Chapter III. Mysticism and Action
Book Two: Nature of Germanic Art Chapter I. Racial Aesthetics Chapter II. Will
And Instinct Chapter III. Personality And Style Chapter IV. The Aesthetic Will
Book Three: The Coming Reich Chapter I. Myth And Type Chapter II. The State
And The Sexes Chapter III. Folk And State Chapter IV. Nordic German Law
Chapter V. Church And School Chapter VI. A New System Of State Chapter VII.
The Essential Unit
Written in response to neo-Conservative history revisionists such as Dinesh
D'Souza and Prager University, this little book rebuts the claims that Abraham
Lincoln and the early Republican party were the champions of Negro civil rights
and social equality. To the contrary, the documentation provided here proves that
the original Republicans opposed the extension of slavery into the Territories
merely to protect the labor and racial purity of White settlers, while expressly
denying any intention to interfere with the institution as it already existed within
the slave States of the South. The public speeches and personal correspondence
of Lincoln and other leaders of his party, as well as the "Jim Crow" legislation of
the Northern States, are cited which demonstrate an undeniable hostility to the
Black man and a desire to ultimately remove him from the United States. The
general misconceptions regarding slavery's role in the war of 1861-1865 and the
true nature of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation are also discussed, and an
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appendix is added which exposes the widespread brutal treatment of Southern
Blacks by Union soldiers.
How to get past the most common myths about creativity to design truly
innovative strategies We tend to think of creativity in terms reminiscent of the
ancient muses: divinely-inspired, unpredictable, and bestowed upon a lucky few.
But when our jobs challenge us to be creative on demand, we must develop
novel, useful ideas that will keep our organizations competitive. The Myths of
Creativity demystifies the processes that drive innovation. Based on the latest
research into how creative individuals and firms succeed, David Burkus highlights
the mistaken ideas that hold us back and shows us how anyone can embrace a
practical approach, grounded in reality, to finding the best new ideas, projects,
processes, and programs. Answers questions such as: What causes us to be
creative in one moment and void in the next? What makes someone more or less
creative than his or her peers? Where do our flashes of creative insight come
from, and how can we generate more of them? Debunks 10 common myths,
including: the Eureka Myth; the Lone Creator Myth; the Incentive Myth; and The
Brainstorming Myth Written by David Burkus, founder of popular leadership blog
LDRLB For anyone who struggles with creativity, or who makes excuses for
delaying the work of innovation, The Myths of Creativity will help you overcome
your obstacles to finding new ideas.
The world-renowned classic that has enthralled and delighted millions of readers
with its timeless tales of gods and heroes. Edith Hamilton's mythology succeeds
like no other book in bringing to life for the modern reader the Greek, Roman and
Norse myths that are the keystone of Western culture-the stories of gods and
heroes that have inspired human creativity from antiquity to the present. We
follow the drama of the Trojan War and the wanderings of Odysseus. We hear
the tales of Jason and the Golden Fleece, Cupid and Psyche, and mighty King
Midas. We discover the origins of the names of the constellations. And we
recognize reference points for countless works for art, literature and culture
inquiry-from Freud's Oedipus complex to Wagner's Ring Cycle of operas to
Eugene O'Neill's Mourning Becomes Electra Both a reference text for scholars of
all ages and a book to simply enjoy, Mythology is a classic not to be missed.
One of fantasy’s finest next-generation storytellers continues to break new ground.
Michael J. Sullivan’s trailblazing career began with the breakout success of his Riyria
series: full-bodied, spellbinding fantasy adventures whose imaginative scope and
sympathetic characters won a devoted readership and comparisons to fantasy masters
Brandon Sanderson, Scott Lynch, and J.R.R. Tolkien himself. Now Age of Myth
inaugurates an original five-book series. Since time immemorial, humans have
worshipped the gods they call Fhrey, truly a race apart: invincible in battle, masters of
magic, and seemingly immortal. But when a god falls to a human blade, the balance of
power between humans and those they thought were gods changes forever. Now only
a few stand between humankind and annihilation: Raithe, reluctant to embrace his
destiny as the God Killer; Suri, a young seer burdened by signs of impending doom;
and Persephone, who must overcome personal tragedy to lead her people. The Age of
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Myth is over. The time of rebellion has begun. Magic, fantasy, and mythology collide in
Michael J. Sullivan’s Legends of the First Empire series: AGE OF MYTH • AGE OF
SWORDS • AGE OF WAR
The story of Atlas and Heracles Atlas knows how it feels to carry the weight of the
world; but why, he asks himself, does it have to be carried at all? In Weight — visionary
and inventive, yet completely believable and relevant to the questions we ask ourselves
every day — Winterson’s skill in turning the familiar on its head to show us a different
truth is put to stunning effect. When I was asked to choose a myth to write about, I
realized I had chosen already. The story of Atlas holding up the world was in my mind
before the telephone call had ended. If the call had not come, perhaps I would never
have written the story, but when the call did come, that story was waiting to be written.
Rewritten. The recurring language motif of Weight is “I want to tell the story again.” My
work is full of Cover Versions. I like to take stories we think we know and record them
differently. In the retelling comes a new emphasis or bias, and the new arrangement of
the key elements demands that fresh material be injected into the existing text. Weight
moves far away from the simple story of Atlas’s punishment and his temporary relief
when Hercules takes the world off his shoulders. I wanted to explore loneliness,
isolation, responsibility, burden, and freedom too, because my version has a very
particular end not found elsewhere. —from Jeanette Winterson’s Foreword to Weight
World Mythology is a compilation of over 50 great myths and epics. Your students will
gain an appreciation and understanding of ancient and modern cultures through myths
and epics from the Middle East, Greece and Rome, the Far East and Pacific islands,
the British Isles, Northern Europe, Africa, and the Americas. An introduction and
historical background supplement each myth. Questions at the end of each selection
prompt analysis and response.
A New York Times Bestseller The leading thinker and most visible public advocate of
modern monetary theory -- the freshest and most important idea about economics in
decades -- delivers a radically different, bold, new understanding for how to build a just
and prosperous society. Stephanie Kelton's brilliant exploration of modern monetary
theory (MMT) dramatically changes our understanding of how we can best deal with
crucial issues ranging from poverty and inequality to creating jobs, expanding health
care coverage, climate change, and building resilient infrastructure. Any ambitious
proposal, however, inevitably runs into the buzz saw of how to find the money to pay for
it, rooted in myths about deficits that are hobbling us as a country. Kelton busts through
the myths that prevent us from taking action: that the federal government should budget
like a household, that deficits will harm the next generation, crowd out private
investment, and undermine long-term growth, and that entitlements are propelling us
toward a grave fiscal crisis. MMT, as Kelton shows, shifts the terrain from narrow
budgetary questions to one of broader economic and social benefits. With its important
new ways of understanding money, taxes, and the critical role of deficit spending, MMT
redefines how to responsibly use our resources so that we can maximize our potential
as a society. MMT gives us the power to imagine a new politics and a new economy
and move from a narrative of scarcity to one of opportunity.
This study analyzes Barton Stone and Alexander Campbell. It brings new evidence to
the debate regarding their influence on the branches of Christianity that emerged from
Stone-Campbell Movement and argues that Stone wasn’t a viable leader in his own
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movement.
At eighteen Alexander had conquered mainland Greece, was crowned King of
Macedonia at twenty and by twenty-six he had made himself master of the once mighty
Persian Empire. By the time of his death, aged only thirty-three, in 323BCE he was
ruler of the known world and was being worshipped as a god by the Greeks, both at
Babylon, where he died, and further west, among the Greek cities of the Asiatic
seaboard. The fruit of a lifetimeâe(tm)s scholarship and meticulous research, this is an
outstanding biography of one of the most remarkable rulers in history. 'A hugely
impressive portrait of a towering but enigmatic figure' Saul David, Sunday Telegraph 'A
revealing, often enthralling search . . . [a] restless, exhilarating book' Observer
'Fascinating . . . blends all the pleasures of Hollywood epic with those of a subtle and
deeply intriguing detective tale' Tom Holland, author of Rubicon 'Alexander the Great
provides an endless fount both of amazement and of speculation. This gripping book
examines the legends as well as the life. Most interestingly, it invites the reader to
participate in the difficult task of separating the fact from the fiction' Norman DaviesAt
eighteen Alexander had conquered mainland Greece, was crowned King of Macedonia
at twenty and by twenty-six he had made himself master of the once mighty Persian
Empire. By the time of his death, aged only thirty-three, in 323BCE he was ruler of the
known world and was being worshipped as a god by the Greeks, both at Babylon,
where he died, and further west, among the Greek cities of the Asiatic seaboard. The
fruit of a lifetimeâe(tm)s scholarship and meticulous research, this is an outstanding
biography of one of the most remarkable rulers in history. 'A hugely impressive portrait
of a towering but enigmatic figure' Saul David, Sunday Telegraph 'A revealing, often
enthralling search . . . [a] restless, exhilarating book' Observer 'Fascinating . . . blends
all the pleasures of Hollywood epic with those of a subtle and deeply intriguing
detective tale' Tom Holland, author of Rubicon 'Alexander the Great provides an
endless fount both of amazement and of speculation. This gripping book examines the
legends as well as the life. Most interestingly, it invites the reader to participate in the
difficult task of separating the fact from the fiction' Norman Davies

This critical review of the history of America's relations with Iran shows how little
of the two countries' long and complicated relationship is reflected in the
foundational axioms of the "Great Satan" myth. The author explains why
meaningful and equitable relations can begin only after the two nations have
arrived at a common, critical, and accurate reading of the past.
A collection of tales from ancient myth and legend. Isis and Osiris, Gilgamesh,
Hercules, Pandora, Quetzalcoatl, and other larger-than-life figures populate these
pages in a wonderful treasury for all ages.
From one of the world's preeminent political historians, a magisterial study of
political leadership around the world from the advent of parliamentary democracy
to the age of Obama. All too frequently, leadership is reduced to a simple
dichotomy: the strong versus the weak. Yet, there are myriad ways to exercise
effective political leadership--as well as different ways to fail. We blame our
leaders for economic downfalls and praise them for vital social reforms, but rarely
do we question what makes some leaders successful while others falter. In this
magisterial and wide-ranging survey of political leadership over the past hundred
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years, renowned Oxford politics professor Archie Brown challenges the
widespread belief that strong leaders--meaning those who dominate their
colleagues and the policy-making process--are the most successful and
admirable. In reality, only a minority of political leaders will truly make a lasting
difference. Though we tend to dismiss more collegial styles of leadership as
weak, it is often the most cooperative leaders who have the greatest impact.
Drawing on extensive research and decades of political analysis and experience,
Brown illuminates the achievements, failures and foibles of a broad array of
twentieth century politicians. Whether speaking of redefining leaders like Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, and Margaret Thatcher, who expanded the
limits of what was politically possible during their time in power, or the even rarer
transformational leaders who played a decisive role in bringing about systemic
change--Charles de Gaulle, Mikhail Gorbachev and Nelson Mandela, among
them--Brown challenges our commonly held beliefs about political efficacy and
strength. Overturning many of our assumptions about the twentieth century's
most important figures, Brown's conclusions are both original and enlightening.
The Myth of the Strong Leader compels us to reassess the leaders who have
shaped our world - and to reconsider how we should choose and evaluate those
who will lead us into the future.
A defense of traditional philosophical method against challenges from
practitioners of “experimental philosophy.” In The Myth of the Intuitive, Max
Deutsch defends the methods of analytic philosophy against a recent empirical
challenge mounted by the practitioners of experimental philosophy (xphi). This
challenge concerns the extent to which analytic philosophy relies on intuition—in
particular, the extent to which analytic philosophers treat intuitions as evidence in
arguing for philosophical conclusions. Experimental philosophers say that
analytic philosophers place a great deal of evidential weight on people's intuitions
about hypothetical cases and thought experiments. Deutsch argues forcefully
that this view of traditional philosophical method is a myth, part of
“metaphilosophical folklore,” and he supports his argument with close
examinations of results from xphi and of a number of influential arguments in
analytic philosophy. Analytic philosophy makes regular use of hypothetical
examples and thought experiments, but, Deutsch writes, philosophers argue for
their claims about what is true or not true in these examples and thought
experiments. It is these arguments, not intuitions, that are treated as evidence for
the claims. Deutsch discusses xphi and some recent xphi studies; critiques a
variety of other metaphilosophical claims; examines such famous arguments as
Gettier's refutation of the JTB (justified true belief) theory and Kripke's Gödel
Case argument against descriptivism about proper names, and shows that they
rely on reasoning rather than intuition; and finds existing critiques of xphi, the
“Multiple Concepts” and “Expertise” replies, to be severely lacking.
In this "Wall Street Journal" business bestseller the authors make a compelling
case for the wisdom of focusing energy and resources on more targeted goals.
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By choosing the attribute on which to dominate, differentiate, or be at industry
par, they provide a new way to be relevant to customers without breaking the
bank.
The Undiscovered Consumer . . .and the Mistake of Universal Excellence What
do customers really want? And how can companies best serve them? Fred
Crawford and Ryan Mathews set off on what they describe as an "expedition into
the commercial wilderness" to find the answers. What they discovered was a new
consumer -- one whom very few companies understand, much less manufacture
products for or sell products or services to. These consumers are desperately
searching for values, a scarce resource in our rapidly changing and challenging
world. And increasingly they are turning to business to reaffirm these values. As
one consumer put it: "I can find value everywhere but can't find values
anywhere." Crawford and Mathews's initial inquiries eventually grew into a major
research study involving more than 10,000 consumers, interviews with
executives from scores of leading companies around the world, and dozens of
international client engagements. Their conclusion: Most companies priding
themselves on how well they "know" their customers aren't really listening to
them at all. Consumers are fed up with all the fuss about "world-class
performance" and "excellence." What they are aggressively demanding is
recognition, respect, trust, fairness, and honesty. Believing that they are still in a
position to dictate the terms of commercial engagement, businesses have bought
into the myth of excellence -- the clearly false and destructive theory that a
company ought to be great at everything it does, that is, all the components of
every commercial transaction: price, product, access, experience, and service.
This is always a mistake because "the predictable outcome [is] that the company
ends up world-class at nothing; not well-differentiated and therefore not thought
of by consumers at the moment of need." Instead, Crawford and Mathews
suggest that companies engage in Consumer Relevancy, a strategy of
dominating in one element of a transaction, differentiating on a second, and
being at industry par (i.e., average) on the remaining three. It's not necessary for
businesses to equally invest time and money on all five attributes, and their
customers don't want them to. Imagine the confusion if Tiffany & Co. started
offering deep discounts on diamonds and McDonald's began selling free-range
chicken and tofu. The Myth of Excellence provides a blueprint for companies
seeking to offer values-based products and services and shows how to realize
the commercial opportunities that exist just beyond their current grasp -opportunities to reduce operating costs, boost bottom-line profitability, and, most
important, begin to engage in a meaningful dialogue with customers.
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE A new and eye-opening interpretation of the
meaning of the frontier, from early westward expansion to Trump’s border wall.
Ever since this nation’s inception, the idea of an open and ever-expanding
frontier has been central to American identity. Symbolizing a future of endless
promise, it was the foundation of the United States’ belief in itself as an
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exceptional nation – democratic, individualistic, forward-looking. Today, though,
America hasa new symbol: the border wall. In The End of the Myth, acclaimed
historian Greg Grandin explores the meaning of the frontier throughout the full
sweep of U.S. history – from the American Revolution to the War of 1898, the
New Deal to the election of 2016. For centuries, he shows, America’s constant
expansion – fighting wars and opening markets – served as a “gate of escape,”
helping to deflect domestic political and economic conflicts outward. But this
deflection meant that the country’s problems, from racism to inequality, were
never confronted directly. And now, the combined catastrophe of the 2008
financial meltdown and our unwinnable wars in the Middle East have slammed
this gate shut, bringing political passions that had long been directed elsewhere
back home. It is this new reality, Grandin says, that explains the rise of
reactionary populism and racist nationalism, the extreme anger and polarization
that catapulted Trump to the presidency. The border wall may or may not be built,
but it will survive as a rallying point, an allegorical tombstone marking the end of
American exceptionalism.
An analysis of Alexander the Great's political and military accomplishments
traces the path of his armies while charting the course of his influence, citing his
impact on military tactics, scholarship, and politics throughout history while
describing the many roles with which he has been credited. Reprint. 20,000 first
printing.
Tradition has it that the Great Depression of the 1930s swept through Australia
like a raging flood, tearing up the garden of the 1920s and imposing terrible
suffering on the population at large. In measures used at the time, unemployment
peaked in 1932 at 29 per cent, and rates of bankruptcy doubled. Ever since,
popular images of impacts have included men and women evicted onto the
streets, eating out of dustbins, queuing for the dole, living in humpies, and
tramping the countryside in search of work. When David Potts began teaching
history at the University of Melbourne in 1965, he ran a program for students to
interview anyone who remembered the period. Many of the respondents recalled
painful experiences, as he anticipated. But others spoke of the early 1930s with
affection. They said that they had coped well, that the Depression ‘gave life
meaning’ and that ‘people were happier then’. Surprised by these comments,
Potts went to contemporary sources to disprove what he saw as romanticism.
However, despite reports in the daily press about increased malnutrition and
homelessness, there was evidence overall that health improved and death rates
declined. Suicide rates, after a sharp rise in 1930, kept falling as the Depression
deepened — though the press still carried many stories of people killing
themselves because of the Depression. Potts wondered how these apparent
contradictions might be explained. After his students interviewed 1,200
Depression survivors, and Potts himself trawled through many first-person
accounts, it became evident that adverse impacts of the depression had been
over-emphasised — that good things occurred in the 1930s which the Depression
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itself did not undermine, and to which it might even have contributed. What Potts
discovered has led to this thorough and lively social history of the early 1930s
that covers not just the usual stories of suffering, but extends into compelling
tales of resilience and happiness even among people who were poor and
unemployed.
Myth and the Greatest Generation calls into question the glowing paradigm of the
World War II generation set up by such books as The Greatest Generation by
Tom Brokaw. Including analysis of news reports, memoirs, novels, films and
other cultural artefacts Ken Rose shows the war was much more disruptive to the
lives of Americans in the military and on the home front during World War II than
is generally acknowledged. Issues of racial, labor unrest, juvenile delinquency,
and marital infidelity were rampant, and the black market flourished. This book
delves into both personal and national issues, calling into questions the dominant
view of World War II as ‘The Good War’.
An introduction to the gods and goddesses of ancient Greece.
Examines ancient texts for clues to Alexander the Great's parentage and birth,
romantic relationships, and successors.
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