Online Library Textiles In Ancient India From
Indus Valley Civilization To Maurya Period 1st
Published

Textiles In Ancient India From Indus
Valley Civilization To Maurya Period
1st Published
This pioneering work revises our notions of the
origins and early development of textiles in Europe
and the Near East. Using innovative linguistic
techniques, along with methods from palaeobiology
and other fields, it shows that spinning and pattern
weaving began far earlier than has been supposed.
Prehistoric Textiles made an unsurpassed leap in
the social and cultural understanding of textiles in
humankind's early history. Cloth making was an
industry that consumed more time and effort, and
was more culturally significant to prehistoric cultures,
than anyone assumed before the book's publication.
The textile industry is in fact older than pottery--and
perhaps even older than agriculture and
stockbreeding. It probably consumed far more hours
of labor per year, in temperate climates, than did
pottery and food production put together. And this
work was done primarily by women. Up until the
Industrial Revolution, and into this century in many
peasant societies, women spent every available
moment spinning, weaving, and sewing. The author,
Elizabeth Wayland Barber, demonstrates command
of an almost unbelievably disparate array of
disciplines--from historical linguistics to archaeology
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and paleobiology, from art history to the practical art
of weaving. Her passionate interest in the subject
matter leaps out on every page. Barber, a professor
of linguistics and archaeology, developed expert
sewing and weaving skills as a small girl under her
mother's tutelage. One could say she had been born
and raised to write this book. Because modern
textiles are almost entirely made by machines, we
have difficulty appreciating how time-consuming and
important the premodern textile industry was. This
book opens our eyes to this crucial area of
prehistoric human culture.
Praise for the previous edition: "[A] fascinating
book." John Thackara, Doors of Perception
"Provides the foundations for a radical new
perspective." Ethical Pulse "At last a book that
dispels the idea that fashion is only interested in
trend-driven fluff: not only does it have a brain, but it
could be a sustainable one." Lucy Siegle, Crafts
Magazine Fully revised and updated, the second
edition of Sustainable Fashion and Textiles: Design
Journeys continues to define the field of design in
fashion and textiles. Arranged in two sections, the
first four chapters represent key stages of the
lifecycle: material cultivation/extraction, production,
use and disposal. The remaining four chapters
explore design approaches for altering the scale and
nature of consumption, including service design,
localism, speed and user involvement. While each
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chapter is complete in and of itself, their real value
comes from what they represent together: innovative
ways of thinking about textiles and garments based
on sustainability values and an interconnected
approach to design. Including a new preface,
updated content and a new conclusion reflecting and
critiquing developments in the field, as well as
discussing future developments, the second edition
promises to provide further impetus for future
change, sealing Sustainable Fashion and Textiles:
Design Journeys as the must-buy book for fashion
and textiles professionals and students interested in
sustainability.
India has been at the heart of the global trade in
textiles since ancient times, and cotton has been at
the heart of the Subcontinent's economy for
millennia. Indian dyed and painted cottons were
admired in and traded to the Far East and the
Mediterranean world for many generations before
European interest in chintz created a new market.
The trade in Indian cloth flourished due to the ability
of its craftsmen to create a multitude of detailed and
expressive patterns with strong and fast colors. Such
textiles gained high esteem among the elite at home
and abroad, ultimately acquiring heirloom status.
Karun Thakar has been collecting textile art for more
than 30 years, and has one of the world's leading
private collections from the Indian Subcontinent, with
costume and fabrics from the 14th century through to
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the early 20th. Aspects of the Thakar Collection have
been exhibited in the Victoria & Albert Museum in
London and at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York. The Indian dyed and painted cotton cloths
in the Thakar Collection are perhaps the best in
private hands. Many have never previously been
published. Dating from the 15th century onwards, the
collection illustrates the trade in textiles across the
Indian Ocean with the Malay-Indonesian world, with
Sri Lanka, Armenia and Europe, as well as within the
Indian domestic market.
Today's world textile and garment trade is valued at
a staggering $425 billion. We are told that under the
pressure of increasing globalisation, it is India and
China that are the new world manufacturing
powerhouses. However, this is not a new
phenomenon: until the industrial revolution, Asia
manufactured great quantities of colourful printed
cottons that were sold to places as far afield as
Japan, West Africa and Europe. Cotton explores this
earlier globalised economy and its transformation
after 1750 as cotton led the way in the
industrialisation of Europe. By the early nineteenth
century, India, China and the Ottoman Empire
switched from world producers to buyers of
European cotton textiles, a position that they
retained for over two hundred years. This is a
fascinating and insightful story which ranges from
Asian and European technologies and African
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slavery to cotton plantations in the Americas and
consumer desires across the globe.
SMEs in Indian Textiles examines how globalisation
in its transformative influence affects both firms and
workers in the developing economies. This book
explores the handloom cluster's value chain linkages
to examine whether firms in the cluster gained from
their association with global buyers over this
extended period, and in what ways.
In the past, textile production was a key part of all
ancient societies. The Ancient Near East stands out
in this respect with the overwhelming amount of
documentation both in terms of raw materials, line of
production, and the distribution of finished products.
The thirteen intriguing chapters in Textile Production
and Consumption in the Ancient Near East describe
the developments and changes from household to
standardised, industrialised and centralised
productions which take place in the region. They
discuss the economic, social and cultural impact of
textiles on ancient society through the application of
textile tool studies, experimental testing, context
studies and epigraphical as well as iconographical
sources. Together they demonstrate that the textile
industries, production, technology, consumption and
innovations are crucial to, and therefore provide an
in-depth view of ancient societies during this period.
Geographically the contributions cover Anatolia, the
Levant, Syria, the Assyrian heartland, Sumer, and
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Egypt.
This vibrant volume showcases a stunning collection
of Indian textiles from the V&A, and explores in
depth their history, production techniques, and
designs.
Brief study and description of textile products of the
Museum.
The history of the Ancient Near East covers a huge
chronological frame, from the first pictographic texts
of the late 4th millennium to the conquest of
Alexander the Great in 333 BC. During these
millennia, different societies developed in a changing
landscape where sheep (and their wool) always
played an important economic role. The 22 papers
presented here explore the place of wool in the
ancient economy of the region, where large-scale
textile production began during the second half of
the 3rd millennium. By placing emphasis on the
development of multi-disciplinary methodologies,
experimentation and use of archaeological evidence
combined with ancient textual sources, the wideranging contributions explore a number of key
themes. These include: the first uses of wool in
textile manufacture and organization of weaving;
trade and exchange; the role of wool in
institutionalized economies; and the reconstruction
of the processes that led to this first form of industry
in Antiquity. The numerous archaeological and
written sources provide an enormous amount of data
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on wool, textile crafts, and clothing and these interdisciplinary studies are beginning to present a
comprehensive picture of the economic and cultural
impact of woollen textiles and textile manufacturing
on formative ancient societies.
This volume provides an ambitious synopsis of the
complex, colourful world of textiles in ancient
Mediterranean iconography. A wealth of information
on ancient textiles is available from depictions such
as sculpture, vase painting, figurines, reliefs and
mosaics. Commonly represented in clothing, textiles
are also present in furnishings and through the
processes of textile production. The challenge for
anyone analysing ancient iconography is
determining how we interpret what we see. As
preserved textiles rarely survive in comparable
forms, we must consider the extent to which
representations of textiles reflect reality, and critically
evaluate the sources. Images are not simple replicas
or photographs of reality. Instead, iconography
draws on select elements from the surrounding world
that were recognisable to the ancient audience, and
reveal the perceptions, ideologies, and ideas of the
society in which they were produced. Through
examining the durable evidence, this anthology
reveals the ephemeral world of textiles and their
integral role in the daily life, cult and economy of the
ancient Mediterranean.
Ancient Indian history has always been mystical;
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more so a virtual utopia for historians and
researchers. This scholarly text narrates the ancient
Indian history from the genesis of civilisations to the
early medieval ages. It examines the sources,
chronology of civilisations and authoritatively details
the facts, feats, triumphs and religious crusades of
the period. It unveils the rich cultural, religious and
social diversity that is uniquely and peculiarly Indian.
The book is of immense use to students of arts and
law courses as well as for candidates preparing for
various competitive examinations.
Deals With The History Of Indian Textiles From Very
Easily Times To The Mauryan Period. Wide
Coveage, Raw Materials, Dyeing, Embroidery, Trade
And Commerce, Guilds. 13 Maps 4 Plates And 13
Pictures. 6 Chapters-Conclusion, Bibliography.
- Features Indian textiles pieces from the Karun
Thakar private collection, and the Textile Museum
and Cotsen Textile Traces Study Collection in
Washington, DC - Published to accompany an
exhibition at the Textile Museum in Washington DC
at George Washington University in September 2021
The book features items from one of the world's
foremost private collections of Indian textiles, the
Karun Thakar Collection, together with key pieces
from two recently united American collections, The
Textile Museum and the Cotsen Textile Traces
Study Collection in Washington, DC. The book and
accompanying exhibition offer a unique approach to
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understanding Indian textile culture through
reference to three distinct traditions: abstract, floral
and figurative design. With essays by three leading
international Indian textile curators, the publications
the focus on textile ornament rather than date,
region, usage, or technique provides new
perspective and scholarship on this ancient artistic
tradition. The book will highlight the tradition's
remarkable diversity, with objects ranging from folk
embroideries to Mughal courtly weavings, and from
early textiles traded to Egypt and Southeast Asia to
18th-century chintzes exported to Europe.
A study of ancient indian costumes from the earliest
times to the end of the gupta period, supplementede
with a number of illusions of sculptures and
drawings.
Textiles in Indian Ocean Societies considers the importance
of trade, and the transformation of the meaning of objects has
the move between different cultures. It also addresses issues
of gender, ethnic and religious identity, and economic status.
The book covers a broad geographic range from East Africa
to Southeast Asia, and references a number of disciplines
such as anthropology, art history and history. This volume is
timely, as both the social sciences and historical studies have
developed a new interest in material culture. Edited by a
foremost expert in the region, it will add considerably to our
understanding of historical and current societies in the Indian
Ocean region.
Drawing on new research on textile trade and production in
the regions that depended on the Indian Ocean, the book
contributes to a new understanding of the role that Indian
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cloth played in the making of the modern world economy.
Indian textiles have a glorious tradition going back about fifty
centuries, nourished by the creative and innovative energies
of its craftsmen. Up to the 18th century no other country in
the world produced such an abundance and variety of
textiles. This book traces the story of Indian textiles. Lavishly
illustrated with colour photographs, including those of rare
museum pieces, this book encapsulates one of the greatest
of Indian achievements.
This survey of Indian dress examines ancient Indian attire,
the Muslim period, modern dress, types of embroidery, dyes,
prints, various weaves, and the textile industry today.
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its
centrality in the world economy, and its making and remaking
of global capitalism. Sven Beckert's rich, fascinating book
tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European
entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen recast the world's
most significant manufacturing industry combining imperial
expansion and slave labor with new machines and wage
workers to change the world. Here is the story of how,
beginning well before the advent of machine production in
1780, these men created a potent innovation (Beckert calls it
war capitalism, capitalism based on unrestrained actions of
private individuals; the domination of masters over slaves, of
colonial capitalists over indigenous inhabitants), and crucially
affected the disparate realms of cotton that had existed for
millennia. We see how this thing called war capitalism shaped
the rise of cotton, and then was used as a lever to transform
the world. The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a
fulcrum of constant global struggle between slaves and
planters, merchants and statesmen, farmers and merchants,
workers and factory owners. In this as in so many other ways,
Beckert makes clear how these forces ushered in the modern
world. The result is a book as unsettling and disturbing as it is
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enlightening: a book that brilliantly weaves together the story
of cotton with how the present global world came to
exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.
This sumptuous book is a wide-ranging, yet accessible,
overview of the making, design, and use of textiles from the
Indian subcontinent...
A captivating exploration of the sacred and mystical
underpinnings of Indian textiles, illuminating their deeply
rooted religious, philosophical, and ceremonial significance.

This comprehensive survey of textiles from every region
of the Indian subcontinent runs the gamut of commercial,
tribal and folk textiles. The authors first place them in
cultural context by examining the history, materials and
various techniques weaving, dyeing, printing and
painting. They then give a detailed region-by-region
account of traditional textile production, including
chapters on Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. A
dazzling array of images provides an unsurpassed visual
account of the textiles, while a detailed reference section
with further reading, museums and information on
technical terms completes this essential guide.
With reference to products of India.
Originally published in 1979, this volume acts as a
reference for the history textiles. It asks questions on the
effect of technology on textiles, how did particular
historical periods and locations expand or limit the
possibilities for the manufacture of fabrics and how the
textile history related to politics and economics,
sociology and psychology, art and engineering,
anthropology and archaeology, chemistry and physics.
Addressing these questions, the author surveys the
development of the technical components of fabrics and
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discusses the textiles of selected places and times. She
uses prose, drawings and more than 130 photographs to
show how each era of textile production reflects its age.
This book is designed to serve as a college text and as a
reference work for museum researchers. With sections
including illustrations and diagrams; key terminology;
spinning wool; spinning and raw materials; single ply and
cord and fabric construction.
Written sources from the ancient Near East and eastern
Mediterranean, from the third to the first millennia BC,
provide a wealth of terms for textiles. The twenty-two
chapters in the present volume offer the first
comprehensive survey of this important material, with
special attention to evidence for significant
interconnections in textile terminology among languages
and cultures, across space and time. For example, the
Greek word for a long shirt, khiton , ki-to in Linear B,
derives from a Semitic root, ktn . But the same root in
Akkadian means linen, in Old Assyrian a garment made
of wool, and perhaps cotton, in many modern languages.
These and numerous other instances underscore the
need for detailed studies of both individual cases and the
common threads that link them. This example illustrates
on the one hand how connected some textiles terms are
across time and space, but it also shows how very
carefully we must conduct the etymological and
terminological enquiry with constantly changing
semantics as the common thread. The survey of textile
terminologies in 22 chapters presented in this volume
demonstrates the interconnections between languages
and cultures via textiles.
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Textile and dress production, from raw materials to
finished items, has had a significant impact on society
from its earliest history. The essays in this volume offer a
fresh insight into the emerging interdisciplinary research
field of textile and dress studies by discussing
archaeological, iconographical and textual evidence
within a broad geographical and chronological spectrum.
The thirteen chapters explore issues, such as the
analysis of textile tools, especially spindle whorls, and
textile imprints for reconstructing textile production in
contexts as different as Neolithic Transylvania, the Early
Bronze Age North Aegean and the Early Iron Age
Eastern Mediterranean; the importance of cuneiform clay
tablets as a documentary source for both drawing a
detailed picture of the administration of a textile industry
and for addressing gender issues, such as the
construction of masculinity in the Sumerian kingdoms of
the 3rd millennium BC; and discussions of royal and
priestly costumes and clothing ornaments in the
Mesopotamian kingdom of Mari and in Mycenaean
culture. Textile terms testify to intensive exchanges
between Semitic and Indo-European languages,
especially within the terminology of trade goods. The
production and consumption of textiles and garments are
demonstrated in 2nd millennium Hittite Anatolia; from 1st
millennium BC Assyria, a cross-disciplinary approach
combines texts, realia and iconography to produce a
systematic study of golden dress decorations; and finally,
the important discussion of fibres, flax and wool, in
written and archaeological sources is evidence for
delineating the economy of linen and the strong symbolic
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value of fibre types in 1st millennium Babylonia and the
Southern Levant. The volume is part of a pair together
with Greek and Roman Textiles and Dress: An
Interdisciplinary Anthology edited by Mary Harlow and
Marie-Louise Nosch.
It’s the trip of a lifetime—a textile-based tour of colorful
Rajasthan, India featuring more than 200 lush
photographs depicting everyday life in one of the most
vibrant regions in the world. ”Get lost in the beauty of the
photographs in Patterns of India, a striking journey
through the colorful Indian state of
Rajasthan.”—BuzzFeed Patterns of India is a visual
experience that offers intimate insights into the diverse
and richly hued Western Indian culture. Color is the
thread that binds the vast country together, defining
every aspect of life from religion and politics to food and
dress. Organized by the five dominant colors royal blue,
sandstone, marigold, ivory, and rose, this book explores
how deeply color and pattern exist in a symbiotic
relationship and are woven into every part of the culture.
For instance, the fuchsia found in the draping fabric of a
sari is matched by the vibrant chains of roses offered at
temple, and the burnt orange spices in the marketplaces
are reflected in the henna tattoos given to brides and
wedding guests. While every color is imbued with
meaning, it is often within the details of patterns that the
full story comes to light. Photographer and writer
Christine Chitnis spent over a decade traveling through,
getting to know, and falling in love with the intricate
patterns of everyday Rajasthani life. With history and
culture-based essays woven throughout the more than
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200 stunning photographs of architecture, markets,
cuisine, art, textiles, and everyday goings-on, Patterns of
India captures the beauty and essence of this unique
part of the world.
From Paleolithic flax to 3D knitting, explore the global
history of textiles and the world they weave together in
this enthralling and educational guide. The story of
humanity is the story of textiles -- as old as civilization
itself. Since the first thread was spun, the need for
textiles has driven technology, business, politics, and
culture. In The Fabric of Civilization, Virginia Postrel
synthesizes groundbreaking research from archaeology,
economics, and science to reveal a surprising history.
From Minoans exporting wool colored with precious
purple dye to Egypt, to Romans arrayed in costly
Chinese silk, the cloth trade paved the crossroads of the
ancient world. Textiles funded the Renaissance and the
Mughal Empire; they gave us banks and bookkeeping,
Michelangelo's David and the Taj Mahal. The cloth
business spread the alphabet and arithmetic, propelled
chemical research, and taught people to think in binary
code. Assiduously researched and deftly narrated, The
Fabric of Civilization tells the story of the world's most
influential commodity.
This unit, designed for use with intermediate and junior high
school students, centers on history of India and contains
literature selections, poetry, writing ideas, curriculum
connections to other subjects, group projects and more. The
literary works included are: Exploration into India / by Anita
Ganeri -- Tusk and Stone / by Malcolm Bosse.
New research into the techniques of tablet weaving, sprang,
braiding, knotting and lace is presented in this lavishly
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illustrated volume written by leading specialists from Austria,
Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Sweden, Switzerland,
the UK, and USA. Drawing inspiration from the pioneering
work of Peter Collingwood, this publication explores aspects
of these craft skills in the prehistoric, Roman, and medieval
world through scientific, object-based analysis and 'research
through making'. Chapters include the growth of patterned
tablet weaving for trimming garments in prehistoric Central
Europe; recently identified styles of headdress worn in the
Roman Rhineland and pre-Islamic Egypt; Viking-age Dublin
as a production center for tablet-woven bands; a new
interpretation of the weaving technique used to make
luxurious gold bands in the twelfth to late thirteenth centuries;
and the development out of plaiting of bobbin lace borders in
gold and silver threads from the fifteenth to early seventeenth
centuries. Practical experiments test methods of hand
spinning and the production of figure-hugging hose in ancient
Greece and Renaissance Italy. A typology of braid and
knotting structures in late medieval Europe is also set out for
the first time. Diagrams, illustrations, and photographs enrich
each chapter with a wealth of visual source material. The
work is the outcome of recent discoveries of archaeological
textile finds from excavations as well as fresh examination of
material recovered in the past, or preserved in treasuries.
Early textiles form an increasingly popular subject of interest
and this publication, which is a landmark in the study of
various specialized textile techniques, aims to provide the
reader with a better understanding of these virtuoso craft
skills in antiquity.
After years of searching through dusty museum collections
and royal stores across India, acclaimed designer Ritu Kumar
has uncovered many of the last surviving examples of
traditional royal clothing. Her book is a celebration of this rich
legacy of textiles and craftsmanship. This in-depth study of
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the evolution of Indian royal costume spans the centuries
from the first representations of clothing in ancient India,
through the reign of the Mughal emperors and the days of the
British Raj, to Indian independence and royalty in the present
day. The author covers both men's and women's garments,
Hindu and Muslim styles, and documents the evolution of
European-Indian fashions. This sumptuous volume is
illustrated with a variety of material, much of which has never
been published before ranging from archive photographs,
miniatures, royal portraits and cinema stills, to detailed
images of garments and textiles from as far back as the
seventeenth century. A separate section explains in detail the
techniques behind the traditional crafts of weaving, dyeing,
printing and embroidery, with sketches and patterns
illustrating a variety of garments. Specially commissioned
photographs of members of royalty wearing their traditional
clothes emphasise the colour, shape, ornament and texture
of these stunning costumes. This royal family album is
supplemented by stories of royal India told to the author by
the last Rajmatas who still remember the splendours of
courtly life. AUTHOR: Ritu Kumar is one of India's foremost
designers, who has developed a unique style combining the
ancient traditions of Indian craftsmanship with contemporary
innovations. She began her work many years ago in a small
village near Calcutta with just four hand-block printers and a
couple of tables. 360 colour & 100 b/w illustrations
Offers historical information about India and its people from
earliest times through the days of the Mughal empire,
including home life, religion, leisure, and warfare, and
suggests a variety of craft projects.
Twenty-four experts from the fields of Ancient History, Semitic
philology, Assyriology, Classical Archaeology, and Classical
Philology come together in this volume to explore the role of
textiles in ancient religion in Greece, Italy, The Levant and the
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Near East. Recent scholarship has illustrated how textiles
played a large and very important role in the ancient
Mediterranean sanctuaries. In Greece, the so-called temple
inventories testify to the use of textiles as votive offerings, in
particular to female divinities. Furthermore, in several cults,
textiles were used to dress the images of different deities.
Textiles played an important role in the dress of priests and
priestesses, who often wore specific garments designated by
particular colours. Clothing regulations in order to enter or
participate in certain rituals from several Greek sanctuaries
also testify to the importance of dress of ordinary visitors.
Textiles were used for the furnishings of the temples, for
example in the form of curtains, draperies, wall-hangings, sunshields, and carpets. This illustrates how the sanctuaries
were potential major consumers of textiles; nevertheless, this
particular topic has so far not received much attention in
modern scholarship. Furthermore, our knowledge of where
the textiles consumed in the sanctuaries came from, where
they were produced, and by who is extremely limited. Textiles
and Cult in the Ancient Mediterranean examines the topics of
textile production in sanctuaries, the use of textiles as votive
offerings and ritual dress using epigraphy, literary sources,
iconography and the archaeological material itself.
Textiles comprise a vast and wide category of material culture
and constitute a crucial part of the ancient economy. Yet,
studies of classical antiquity still often leave out this important
category of material culture, partly due to the textiles
themselves being only rarely preserved in the archaeological
record. This neglect is also prevalent in scholarship on
ancient Greek religion and ritual, although it is one of the
most vibrant and rapidly developing branches of classical
scholarship. The aim of the present enquiry is, therefore, to
introduce textiles into the study of ancient Greek religion and
thereby illuminate the roles textiles played in the performance
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of Greek ritual and their wider consequences. Among the
questions posed are how and where we can detect the use of
textiles in the sanctuaries, and how they were used in rituals
including their impact on the performance of these rituals and
the people involved. Chapters centre on three themes: first,
the dedication of textiles and clothing accessories in Greek
sanctuaries is investigated through a thorough examination of
the temple inventories. Second, the use of textiles to dress
ancient cult images is explored. The examination of
Hellenistic and Roman copies of ancient cult images from
Asia Minor as well as depictions of cult images in vasepainting in collocation with written sources illustrates the
existence of this particular ritual custom in ancient Greece.
Third, the existence of dress codes in the Greek sanctuaries
is addressed through an investigation of the existence of
particular attire for ritual personnel as well as visitors to the
sanctuaries with the help of iconography and written sources.
By merging the study of Greek religion and the study of
textiles, the current study illustrates how textiles are, indeed,
central materialisations of Greek cult, by reason of their
capacity to accentuate and epitomize aspects of identity,
spirituality, position in the religious system, by their forms as
links between the maker, user, wearer, but also as key
material agents in the performance of rituals and
communication with the divine.
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