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Still Death Still Life
Ancient tradition suggests that this world-weary lament is the work of Solomon in old age.
Casting its eye over the transient nature of life, the book questions the striving for wisdom and
the truth, choosing instead to espouse the value of living for the moment. The text is introduced
by Doris Lessing.
A Scottish police inspector deals with forgeries and false identities in a new murder mystery in
the “superior series” (The New York Times). When a lobster fisherman discovers a dead body
in Scotland’s Firth of Forth, DCI Karen Pirie is called into investigate. She quickly discovers
that the case will require untangling a complicated web—involving a long-ago disappearance,
art forgery, and secret identities—that seems to surround a painter who can mimic anyone from
Holbein to Hockney. Meanwhile, a traffic accident leads to the discovery of a skeleton in a
suburban garage. Karen has a full plate, and it only gets more stressful as the man responsible
for the death of the love of her life is scheduled for release from prison, reopening old wounds
just as she was getting back on her feet. From a Diamond Dagger Award winner and multiple
Edgar Award finalist, Still Life is a tightly plotted mystery featuring an investigator “whose
unwavering confidence is tempered by a strong dose of kindness and sense of justice”
(Booklist). “There are few other crime writers in the same league.”—Maureen Corrigan, The
Washington Post
THE STORY: With her star on the rise, photographer Carrie Ann inexplicably shuts down at the
pinnacle of her career. Lost, and afraid to even pick up her camera, her sudden descent is
interrupted by an unexpected romance with Jeff, a trend analyst
A must-have reference book for today's artists and art students. Every artist needs to learn and
master the still life. Written by a well-known artist and expert instructor, The Art of Still Life
offers a comprehensive, contemporary approach to the subject that instructs artists on the
foundation basics and advanced techniques they need for successful drawing and painting. In
addition to Casey's stunning paintings, the work of over fifty past and present masters is
included, so that the book will do double duty as a hardworking how-to manual and a visual
treasure trove of some of the finest still life art throughout history and being created today.
From the hardships of a long and arduous war with Spain, the seventeenth-century Dutch
seem to have drawn strength and expressed pride in their unique social and cultural heritage,
especially in their art. Arthur K. Wheelock Jr., the Gallery's curator of northern Baroque
painting, has carefully studied the Gallery's collection by masters of the Golden Age of Dutch
art--notably Cuyp, De Hooch, Rembrandt, Ruisdael, and Vermeer. The twenty-three paintings
by Rembrandt and his school are elucidated by an essay on the question of attribution, while
an appendix of artists' signatures amplifies and supports the author's wide-ranging discussions
of this remarkably cohesive collection.
Perspective determines how we, as viewers, perceive painting. We can convince ourselves
that a painting of a bowl of fruit or a man in a room appears to be real by the way these objects
are rendered. Likewise, the trick of perspective can prevent us from being absorbed in a
scene. Connecting contemporary critical theory with close readings of seventeenth-century
Dutch visual culture, The Rhetoric of Perspective puts forth the claim that painting is a form of
thinking and that perspective functions as the language of the image. Aided by a stunning fullcolor gallery, Hanneke Grootenboer proposes a new theory of perspective based on the
phenomenological aspects of non-narrative still-life, trompe l'oeil, and anamorphic imagery.
Drawing on playful and mesmerizing baroque images, Grootenboer characterizes what she
calls their "sophisticated deceit," asserting that painting is more about visual representation
than about its supposed objects. Offering an original theory of perspective's impact on pictorial
representation, the act of looking, and the understanding of truth in painting, Grootenboer
shows how these paintings both question the status of representation and explore the limits
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and credibility of perception. “An elegant and honourable synthesis.”—Keith Miller, Times
Literary Supplement
An inspiring and brilliantly observed memoir in the manner of Paul Kalanithi's When Breath
Becomes Air and Mitch Albom's Tuesdays with Morrie. Father, husband, athlete, medical
doctor, Jeff Sutherland had built an enviable life for himself and his family by the time he
noticed that he was losing strength in his left arm. He visited a specialist and from that
appointment, he writes, "deep personal loss for some unknown reason wrapped its tentacles
around me and my family." Diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease), he lost his abilities to
walk and speak within two years and, confined to a wheelchair, was forced to retire from his
life's calling at age forty-three. Not long after, he was locked in his own inanimate body, unable
to eat, drink, or breathe without assistance. His meals were delivered through a feeding tube,
and a ventilator controlled his lungs through an opening in his throat. The only parts of his body
he was able to move voluntarily were his eyes. Despite these extreme limitations, Sutherland
made peace with his disease and, surrounded by his loving family, found happiness again,
only to suffer another soul-shattering loss. His eldest son, Zachary, a lifeguard, drowned along
with his girlfriend in a freak kayaking accident in the river behind the family home. "Despite
everything I lost through ALS," he says, Zachary's death was worse. Yet again, through a long
process of suffering and healing, Sutherland was able to accept his loss and find a renewed
sense of purpose and meaning in his constricted life. His story, laboriously written on a
computerized device that tracks his eye movements on a visual keyboard, is a testament to
both the human will's ability to overcome unspeakable tragedy, and the power of familial love
to heal incomprehensible pain. "When a negative change occurs," writes Sutherland, "we have
to choose how we will face it. We can be paralyzed with fear or we can make the choice to
integrate it into our lives, make peace with it, and eventually grow from it. With any change,
good or bad, personal growth is the ideal outcome. It is my belief that this our soul's mission on
earth."

“A brilliantly crafted novel, brimming with heart.”?Tayari Jones, author of An American
Marriage “Rich and compelling . . . Her characters are vividly, achingly real, including
the tiny, furry one at the novel’s center.”?Ann Packer, author of The Dive From
Clausen’s Pier “Stark and compelling . . . rigorously unsentimental yet suffused with
emotion.”?Kirkus Reviews (starred review) Duncan Wheeler is a successful architect
who savors the quotidian pleasures in life until a car accident leaves him severely
paralyzed and haunted by the death of his young assistant. Now, Duncan isn’t sure
what there is left to live for, when every day has become “a broken series of
unsuccessful gestures.” Duncan and his wife, Laura, find themselves in conflict as
Duncan’s will to live falters. Laura grows desperate to help him. An art conservator who
has her own relationship to the repair of broken things, Laura brings home a highly
trained helper monkey?a tufted capuchin named Ottoline?to assist Duncan with basic
tasks. Duncan and Laura fall for this sweet, comical, Nutella-gobbling little creature, and
Duncan’s life appears to become more tolerable, fuller, and funnier. Yet the question
persists: Is it enough? Katharine Weber is a masterful observer of humanity, and Still
Life with Monkey, full of tenderness and melancholy, explores the conflict between the
will to live and the desire to die.
"The still life is one of the best-loved subjects in painting. For hundred years it has been
depicted by great and minor masters. The genre reached its climax in the Dutch Golden
Age. This handy dictionary provides information on painters of still life in oils, active
between 1525 and 1725 and considered as Dutch/Flemish school. 'Still lifes' are
arrangements of flowers, fruit, fish, barn, plants, game, vanitas symbols, trompe l'oeil
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etcetera." --Back cover.
"An old magic resurfaces in twelve-year-old Olive's house, and in order to save herself,
those she loves, and all of Elsewhere, she must uncover the complex history of this
eerie, painted world, its magical origins, and its creator"-In Still Life, bestselling author Louise Penny introduces Monsieur L'Inspecteur Armand
Gamache of the Surete du Quebec, a modern Poirot who anchors this beloved
traditional mystery series. Winner of the New Blood Dagger, Arthur Ellis, Barry,
Anthony, and Dilys awards. Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surêté du Québec
and his team of investigators are called in to the scene of a suspicious death in a rural
village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the tiny hamlet of Three Pines,
just north of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The locals are certain
it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing more, but Gamache smells something foul in
these remote woods, and is soon certain that Jane Neal died at the hands of someone
much more sinister than a careless bowhunter. Still Life introduces not only an
engaging series hero in Inspector Gamache, who commands his forces---and this
series---with integrity and quiet courage, but also a winning and talented new writer of
traditional mysteries in the person of Louise Penny.
The discovery of a dead body in the woods on Thanksgiving Weekend brings Chief
Inspector Armand Gamache and his colleagues from the Surete du Quebec to a small
village in the Eastern Townships. Gamache cannot understand why anyone would want
to deliberately kill well-loved artist Jane Neal, especially any of the residents of Three
Pines - a place so free from crime it doesn't even have its own police force. But
Gamache knows that evil is lurking somewhere behind the white picket fences and that,
if he watches closely enough, Three Pines will start to give up its dark secrets...
Celebrating ten years of Chief Inspector Gamache, this collector's edition contains an
exclusive, illuminating and in-depth profile of Louise Penny, creator of one of the most
enduring and distinctive characters in crime fiction.
Romantic Suspense's Rising Star Continues to Win Fans Blacklisted in the
photography business over a controversial shot, Avery Tate answered an ad for a crime
scene photographer. She expected to be laughed at, but crime scene analyst Parker
Mitchell hired her outright--and changed her life. But six months ago, when her feelings
for Parker became too strong, she left his employ to sort out her heart. Now, for the first
time, Avery is facing the world that rejected her to attend the gallery opening of a
photography exhibit and support her best friend, who modeled for the show. But the
only image of her friend is a chilling photo of her posing as if dead--and the
photographer insists he didn't take the shot. Worse, her friend can't be found. She
immediately calls Parker for help. As Avery, Parker, and his friends in law enforcement
dig into the mystery, they find themselves face-to-face with a relentless and deadly
threat.
Twelve shocking paintings. Eleven famous murders. One missing artist . . . and one
woman driven to find her—this Reese's Book Club x Hello Sunshine Selection is a
“stunning achievement” (Los Angeles Times). Kim Lord is an avant–garde figure,
feminist icon, and agent provocateur in the L.A. art scene. Her groundbreaking new
exhibition Still Lives is comprised of self–portraits depicting herself as famous,
murdered women?the Black Dahlia, Chandra Levy, Nicole Brown Simpson, among
many others?and the works are as compelling as they are disturbing, implicating a
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culture that is too accustomed to violence against women. As the city’s richest art
patrons pour into the Rocque Museum’s opening night, all the staff, including editor
Maggie Richter, hope the event will be enough to save the historic institution’s flailing
finances. Except Kim Lord never shows up to her own gala. Fear mounts as the hours
and days drag on and Lord remains missing. Suspicion falls on the up–and–coming
gallerist Greg Shaw Ferguson, who happens to be Maggie’s ex. A rogue’s gallery of
eccentric art world figures could also have motive for the act, and as Maggie gets
drawn into her own investigation of Lord’s disappearance, she’ll come to suspect all of
those closest to her. Set against a culture that often fetishizes violence, Still Lives is a
page–turning exodus into the art world’s hall of mirrors, and one woman’s journey into
the belly of an industry flooded with money and secrets. ""Has a heck of a hook . . . It
sucks you into a compelling story, before forcing you to contemplate the big,
uncomfortable ideas it’s considering. It’s a fresh choice for Reese’s Book Club, to be
sure."" ?Entertainment Weekly

An essential book for those coping with Alzheimer's and other cognitive disorders
that “reframe[s] our understanding of dementia with sensitivity and accuracy . . .
to grant better futures to our loved ones and ourselves” (Parul Sehgal, The New
York Times). An estimated fifty million people in the world suffer from dementia.
Diseases such as Alzheimer's erase parts of one's memory but are also often
said to erase the self. People don't simply die from such diseases; they are
imagined, in the cliche?s of our era, as vanishing in plain sight, fading away, or
enduring a long goodbye. In On Vanishing, Lynn Casteel Harper, a Baptist
minister and nursing home chaplain, investigates the myths and metaphors
surrounding dementia and aging, addressing not only the indignities caused by
the condition but also by the rhetoric surrounding it. Harper asks essential
questions about the nature of our outsized fear of dementia, the stigma this fear
may create, and what it might mean for us all to try to “vanish well.” Weaving
together personal stories with theology, history, philosophy, literature, and
science, Harper confronts our elemental fears of disappearance and death,
drawing on her own experiences with people with dementia both in the American
healthcare system and within her own family. In the course of unpacking her own
stories and encounters—of leading a prayer group on a dementia unit; of meeting
individuals dismissed as “already gone” and finding them still possessed of
complex, vital inner lives; of witnessing her grandfather’s final years with
Alzheimer’s and discovering her own heightened genetic risk of succumbing to
the disease—Harper engages in an exploration of dementia that is unlike anything
written before on the subject. A rich and startling work of nonfiction, On Vanishing
reveals cognitive change as it truly is, an essential aspect of what it means to be
mortal.
Michelangelo was one of the biggest international art stars of his time, but being
Michelangelo was no easy thing: he was stalked by fans, lauded and lambasted
by critics, and depicted in unauthorized portraits. Still Lives traces the process by
which artists such as Michelangelo, Dürer, and Titian became early modern
celebrities. Artists had been subjects of biographies since antiquity, but
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Renaissance artists were the first whose faces were sometimes as recognizable
as their art. Maria Loh shows how this transformation was aided by the rapid
expansion of portraiture and self-portraiture as independent genres in painting
and sculpture. She examines the challenges confronting artists in this new image
economy: What did it mean to be an image maker haunted by one's own image?
How did these changes affect the everyday realities of artists and their
workshops? And how did images of artists contribute to the way they envisioned
themselves as figures in a history that would outlive them? Richly illustrated, Still
Lives is an original exploration of the invention of the artist portrait and a new
form of secular stardom.
“This excellent book is a painfully honest account of successive unwinnable
wars. It is the text book Mr. Obama and others will need if Afghanistan is ever to
be left to find its own peace and prosperity.” —Jon Snow, Channel 4 News (UK)
Jonathan Steele, an award-winning journalist and commentator, has covered the
country since his first visit there as a reporter in 1981. He tracked the Soviet
occupation and the communist regime of Najibullah, which held the Westernbacked resistance at bay for three years after the Soviets left. He covered the
arrival of the Taliban to power in Kabul in 1996, and their retreat from Kandahar
under the weight of U.S. bombing in 2001. Most recently Steele has reported
from the epicenter of the Taliban resurgence in Helmand. Ghosts of Afghanistan
turns a spotlight on the numerous myths about Afghanistan that have bedeviled
foreign policy-makers and driven them to repeat earlier mistakes. Steele has
conducted numerous interviews with ordinary Afghans, two of the country's
Communist presidents, senior Soviet occupation officials, as well as Taliban
leaders, Western diplomats, NATO advisers, and United Nations negotiators.
Comparing the challenges facing the Obama administration as it seeks to find an
exit strategy with those the Kremlin faced in the 1980s, Steele cautions that
military victory will elude the West just as it eluded the Kremlin. Showing how and
why Soviet efforts to negotiate an end to the war came to nothing, he explains
how negotiations today could put a stop to the tragedies of civil war and foreign
intervention that have afflicted Afghanistan for three decades.
INSIGHTS INTO CHANGES OF MENTALITY AND PHILOSOPHY. HOW DO
THE OBJECTS IN A STILL LIFE REFLECT THE CUSTOMS, IDEAS AND
ASPIRATIONS OF THE TIME? THIS IS ONE OF THE QUESTIONS WHICH
NORBERT SCHNEIDER ASKS IN THIS BOOK. THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE
LATE MIDDLE AGES AND THE 17TH CENTURY WAS WITHOUT DOUBT THE
HEYDAY OF THE STILL LIFE. IT IS AN ART FORM WHICH GIVES US
VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO CHANGES OF MENTALITY AND PHILOSOPHY
AS WELL AS PEOPLE'S NOTIONS OF DEATH. STILL LIFES CHART THE
HISTORY OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES AND THEIR ACCEPTANCE AS
WELL AS THE GRADUAL REPLACEMENT OF THE MEDIAEVAL CONCEPT
OF THE WORLD.
A murder at the flower shop. An uncle suspected by the cops. Savanna and her
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sisters are on the case. Savanna Shepherd, a former art authenticator turned
grade school art teacher, is delighted when her Uncle Max and Uncle Freddie
move to Carson. Uncle Max takes a job at Libby’s Blooms, where Savanna
teaches a still life painting class for adults. But one morning, Uncle Max finds a
dead body in the rooftop greenhouse…and even worse, it looks like an inside job.
Savanna and her sisters—Skylar, a lawyer, and Sydney, the owner of a pet shop
and grooming salon—dig in to find the real murderer. With their connections to the
community and Savanna’s keen eye for details, they uncover longstanding
resentments and horticultural clues. Meanwhile, Savanna’s dating local doctor
Aidan Gallager, but she worries it’ll cause a scandal, since his daughter is in her
class. As Savanna’s investigation leads her into thorny situations, the killer may
be arranging another murder: her own. This cozy mystery includes a free original
Hallmark recipe for Chocolate Pecan Brownies.
This text presents an in-depth examination of Picasso as a politically and socially
engaged artist, from the 1940s, when he defiantly remained in Paris during the
Nazi occupation, throughout the subsequent Cold War period.
A companion to Still Lives--a Reese's Book Club x Hello Sunshine selection--this
savvy thriller exposes dark questions about power and the art world and reveals
the fatal mistakes that can befall those who threaten its status quo. Brenae Brasil
is a rising star at Los Angeles Art College, the most prestigious art school in the
country, and her path to art world celebrity is all but assured. Until she is found
dead on campus, just after completing a provocative documentary about female
bodies, coercion, and self-defense. Maggie Richter's return to L.A. and her job at
the Rocque Museum was supposed to be about restarting her career and
reconnecting with old friends. With mounting pressure to keep the museum open,
the last thing she needs is to find herself at the center of another art world
mystery. But when she uncovers a number of cryptic clues in Brasil’s video art,
Maggie is suddenly caught up in the shadowy art world of Los Angeles, playing a
very dangerous game with some very influential people. And the closer she gets
to the truth, the more lies she threatens to expose. Maria Hummel, praised for
her "genius for layering levels of meaning" (BBC), has brought us back to her
provocative noir Los Angeles with this haunting investigation into power and the
art world.
Man up and discover the practical and inspirational information all men should know! While it’s
definitely more than just monster trucks, grilling, and six-pack abs, true manliness is hard to
define. The words macho and manly are not synonymous. Taking lessons from classic
gentlemen such as Benjamin Franklin and Theodore Roosevelt, authors Brett and Kate McKay
have created a collection of the most useful advice every man needs to know to live life to its
full potential. This book contains a wealth of information that ranges from survival skills to
social skills to advice on how to improve your character. Whether you are braving the wilds
with your friends, courting your girlfriend, or raising a family, inside you’ll find practical
information and inspiration for every area of life. You’ll learn the basics all modern men should
know, including how to: -Shave like your grandpa -Be a perfect houseguest -Fight like a
gentleman using the art of bartitsu -Help a friend with a problem -Give a man hug -Perform a
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fireman’s carry -Ask for a woman’s hand in marriage -Raise resilient kids -Predict the weather
like a frontiersman -Start a fire without matches -Give a dynamic speech -Live a well-balanced
life So jump in today and gain the skills and knowledge you need to be a real man in the 21st
century.
Still Life: Suspended Development in the Victorian Novel rethinks the nineteenth-century
aesthetics of agency through the Victorian novel's fascination with states of reverie, trance, and
sleep. These states challenge contemporary scientific and philosophical accounts of the
perfectibility of the self, which privileged reflective self-awareness. In dialogue with the field of
literature and science studies and affect studies, this book shows how Victorian writers used
narrative form to respond to the analytical practices and knowledge production of those other
disciplines. Drawing upon canonical texts--by Charlotte Bronte, George Eliot, George Meredith,
and Thomas Hardy--Still Life contends that depictions of non-purposive perceptual experience
suspend the processes of self-cultivation (Bildung) central to Victorian aesthetics, science,
psychology, and political theory, as well as most critical accounts of the novel form. Departing
from the values of individual cultivation and moral revelation associated with the genre, these
writers offer an affective framework for understanding the subtly non-instrumental powers of
narrative. Victorian novels ostensibly working within the parameters of the Bildungsroman are
suspended by moments of "still life": a decentered lyricism associated with states of diminished
consciousness. They use this style to narrate what should be unnarratable: experiences not
dependent on reflective consciousness, which express a distinctive ambivalence toward
dominant developmental frameworks of individual self-culture. "
This book is the first in-depth study of the still life as interpreted and transformed by avantgarde artists of the 20th century. Published to accompany a major exhibition opening in May
1997 at The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Objects of Desire traces a radical rethinking iof
the genre ion terms of subject matter and formal invention.Through unprecedented
juxtapositions of works by 56 artist, Objects of Desire profiled the changing cultural values that
are patently evident in the still life, reflected in the choice of objects -- from pitchers to bicycle
wheels to soup cans -- and their perceptual or conceptual, objective or subversive
representations.
Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book
Prize Diane Seuss’s brilliant follow-up to Four-Legged Girl, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for
Poetry Still life with stack of bills phone cord cig butt and freezer-burned Dreamsicle Still life
with Easter Bunny twenty caged minks and rusty meat grinder Still life with whiskey wooden
leg two potpies and a dead parakeet Still life with pork rinds pickled peppers and the Book of
Revelation Still life with feeding tube oxygen half-eaten raspberry Zinger Still life with
convenience store pecking order shotgun blast to the face —from “American Still Lives” Still
Life with Two Dead Peacocks and a Girl takes its title from Rembrandt’s painting, a dark
emblem of femininity, violence, and the viewer’s own troubled gaze. In Diane Seuss’s new
collection, the notion of the still life is shattered and Rembrandt’s painting is presented across
the book in pieces—details that hide more than they reveal until they’re assembled into a
whole. With invention and irreverence, these poems escape gilded frames and overturn
traditional representations of gender, class, and luxury. Instead, Seuss invites in the alienated,
the washed-up, the ugly, and the freakish—the overlooked many of us who might more often
stand in a Walmart parking lot than before the canvases of Pollock, O’Keeffe, and Rothko.
Rendered with precision and profound empathy, this extraordinary gallery of lives in shards
shows us that “our memories are local, acute, and unrelenting.”
"Contains two essays about contemporary painter Eric Wert and more than 100 color
reproductions of Wert's paintings and drawings. Also includes a step-by-step explanation of
Wert's process, written by Wert himself, with photographs of each stage of the process"-A lavishly illustrated study of the master artist's vision on the themes of life and death covers
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the 1907 creation of the Demoiselle's d'Avignon through Picasso's association with the
Surrealists in the 1930s to evaluate his capacity for creating objects that reflect animate and
inanimate ideas.
With references to the Bible and 17th-century Dutch still-life painting, Vanitas links the works of
fourteen contemporary artists to the age-old theme of life's transience. At the same time, it
presents these artists in their 20th-century context while exploring the related themes of beauty
and death, pleasure and fear, love and loss. The book focuses on contemporary sculpture and
installation art using non-traditional forms, materials, and processes. The artists included--from
Warsaw, Paris, New York, London, Sao Paulo--are Miroslaw Balka, Chris Boltanski, Willie
Cole, Leonardo Drew, Tony Feher, Robert Gober, Felix Gonzalez, Mona Hatoum, Jim Hodges,
Anish Kapoor, Jac Lairner, Zoe Leonard, Gabriel Orozco, Rachel Whiteread, and Yukinori
Yanagi.
From the author of The New York Times bestseller Possession, comes a highly acclaimed
novel which captures in brilliant detail the life of one extended English family--and illuminates
the choices they must make between domesticity and ambition, life and art. Toni Morrison,
author of Beloved, writes of Byatt: "When it comes to probing characters her scalpel is sure but
gentle. She is a loving surgeon".
When a series of murders strikes small-town Kansas, FBI Special Agent Pendergast must
track down a killer or a curse -- either way, no one is safe. A small Kansas town has turned into
a killing ground. Is it a serial killer, a man with the need to destroy? Or is it a darker force, a
curse upon the land? Amid golden cornfields, FBI Special Agent Pendergast discovers evil in
the blood of America's heartland. No one is safe.
Mark Doty's prose has been hailed as "tempered and tough, sorrowing and serene" (The New
York Times Book Review) and "achingly beautiful" (The Boston Globe). In Still Life with
Oysters and Lemon he offers a stunning exploration of our attachment to ordinary things-how
we invest objects with human store, and why.
Leading artists of the twenty-first century are reviving the still life, a genre that once was more
associated with the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Old Masters than with contemporary
art. The audacious still lifes celebrated here challenge that historical supremacy and redefine
what it means to be a work of nature morte (literally translated from the French: “dead
nature”). Whether through painting, drawing, sculpture, video, or other media, contemporary
artists have drawn on the centuries-old tradition to create works of conceptual vivacity, beauty,
and emotional poignancy. Structured according to the classical categories of the still-life
tradition—Flora, Food, House and Home, Fauna, and Death, each chapter explores how the
timeless symbolic resonance of the memento mori—a reminder of death, change, and the
passing of time—has been rediscovered for a new millennium. Among the artists represented
are John Currin, Saara Ekström, Elmgreen & Dragset, Renata Hegyi, Damien Hirst, David
Hockney, Gary Hume, Jeff Koons, McDermott & McGough, Beatriz Milhazes, Gabriel Orozco,
Marc Quinn, Sam Taylor-Wood, and Cy Twombly.
The New York Times bestselling memoir by Damien Echols of the West Memphis Three, who
was falsely convicted of three murders and spent nearly eighteen years on Death Row. In
1993, teenagers Damien Echols, Jason Baldwin, and Jessie Misskelley, Jr.—who have come to
be known as the West Memphis Three—were arrested for the murders of three eight-year-old
boys in Arkansas. The ensuing trial was marked by tampered evidence, false testimony, and
public hysteria. Baldwin and Misskelley were sentenced to life in prison; while eighteen-yearold Echols, deemed the “ringleader,” was sentenced to death. Over the next two decades, the
WM3 became known worldwide as a symbol of wrongful conviction and imprisonment, with
thousands of supporters and many notable celebrities who called for a new trial. In a shocking
turn of events, all three men were released in August 2011. Now Echols shares his story in
full—from abuse by prison guards and wardens, to portraits of fellow inmates and deplorable
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living conditions, to the incredible reserves of patience, spirituality, and perseverance that kept
him alive and sane while incarcerated for nearly two decades. In these pages, Echols reveals
himself a brilliant writer, infusing his narrative with tragedy and irony in equal measure: he
describes the terrors he experienced every day and his outrage toward the American justice
system, and offers a firsthand account of living on Death Row in heartbreaking, agonizing
detail. Life After Death is destined to be a riveting, explosive classic of prison literature.
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