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Underneath the steps leading down to Eric's basement is a
hidden storage space. It's dusty and old -- nothing special at
all. But when Eric, Julie, and Neal all huddle inside the gray
room together, something unbelievable happens. A glittering
light and then a rainbow-colored staircase appear. And as the
kids take their very first step down into the mysterious land of
Droon, they know that only magic and adventure await them!
Book jacket.
American author Anna Katharine Green was one of the
foremost practitioners of the classic mystery. In this pulsepounding page-turner, famed detective Ebenezer Gryce is
investigating the apparent drownings of a number of the city's
most prominent figures. But why do all of the clues point
toward a seedy drinking establishment known as The Heart's
Delight?
An atmospheric and intrigue-filled novel of dead gods, buried
histories, and a mysterious, protean city--from one of
America's most acclaimed young fantasy writers. The city of
Bulikov once wielded the powers of the gods to conquer the
world, enslaving and brutalizing millions—until its divine
protectors were killed. Now Bulikov has become just another
colonial outpost of the world's new geopolitical power, but the
surreal landscape of the city itself—first shaped, now
shattered, by the thousands of miracles its guardians once
worked upon it—stands as a constant, haunting reminder of its
former supremacy. Into this broken city steps Shara Thivani.
Officially, the unassuming young woman is just another junior
diplomat sent by Bulikov's oppressors. Unofficially, she is one
of her country's most accomplished spies, dispatched to
catch a murderer. But as Shara pursues the killer, she starts
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to suspect that the beings who ruled this terrible place may
not be as dead as they seem—and that Bulikov's cruel reign
may not yet be over.
Quite by accident, the young mice, Primrose and Wilfred, find
a secret staircse in the Old Oak Palace which leads them to a
magnificent surprise.
Sam, Derek and Caitlin have encountered many mysteries
together, but when they visit Maymont, Richmond's historic
estate, danger is lurking at every turn. A chance meeting with
a mysterious stranger leads to a frantic chase and a
desperate message to save Maymont's bald eagles. When
Sam receives an eerie warning in the middle of the night,
Derek and Caitlin devise a plan that leads them high into the
Blue Ridge Mountains. To save the eagles, the kids must find
a secret abandoned palace, survive the wilds of the
Appalachian Trail and avoid capture by criminals, all before
midnight.
When Tom and Ricky decide to help an old man, they learn
about a treasure hidden in his house.
Young brothers Sam and Derek have a knack for uncovering
mystery and adventure. When they visit Richmond's St.
John's Church for a reenactment of Patrick Henry's famous
liberty speech, they stumble upon a hidden piece of history.
As the boys and their friends dig deeper, they find clues from
America's founding fathers and a secret plot to steal a
treasure from our nation's past. Join in the mystery as the
search races from the cemeteries of Richmond to the streets
of Colonial Williamsburg. The Virginia Mysteries Book 2
Secret Walks & Staircases in Santa Cruz is a guidebook to
interesting walks in Santa Cruz California ranging from one
mile to more than six miles. The vibrant route descriptions
reveal the location of dozens of unmarked stairways and
hidden passageways in this California Central Coast town.
The featured walks lead to scenic vistas, historic structures,
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and natural areas. There are 44 detailed maps to aid the
user. The more than 130 photographs include over 75 wayfinding pictures and numerous photos of plants and animals
likely to be seen by the walker. All walks are rated by distance
and elevation gain. Useful data are provided about the
effectiveness of pedestrian safety infrastructure such as
median islands and flashing beacons.

Joyce leaned her black Triumph bicycle against a
wall, and shivered in the foggy, early dawn light.
Glancing up at the enormous wooden, carved gate,
she hesitated. This was a secret world she was
about to enter... For 16 year old Joyce, who lived in
one of the poorest streets in Cambridge, the college
building where she was about to enter represented
privilege, wealth, a life she'd never live. As a bedder,
Joyce would be working up and down one of the
stone staircases, making the beds of the male
students, sweeping floors, dusting desks. She never
expected to also find herself mothering, chastising
and sometimes even covering up for 'her boys'. The
Staircase Girls takes us into the lives of Joyce and
other bedders, like Nance, Maud, Rose and Audrey.
They endured the Second World War and then had
to contend with poverty, ill health and bereavement.
They loved, lost and loved again. But their
friendships gave them strength, and their work gave
them happiness - and even a lasting connection with
their charges, some of whom would go on to run the
country. Revealing their untold stories for the first
time, this is a vivid, poignant account of these
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remarkable women's lives.
A hidden door. A magical staircase. Discover the
world of Droon! Eric, Julie, and Neal have just found
something magic in Eric's basement. They have
discovered a staircase to another world! The world of
Droon is amazing - full of magic, flying lizards, and
fun, furry creatures. But how will Eric, Julie, and Neal
find their way home? Maybe their new friend,
Princess Keeah, can help?
Melody faces her fears to follow her passion in this
stunning sequel to the acclaimed, New York Times
bestselling middle grade novel Out of My Mind.
Melody, the huge-hearted heroine of Out of My Mind,
is a year older, and a year braver. And now with her
Medi-talker, she feels nothing’s out of her reach, not
even summer camp. There have to be camps for
differently-abled kids like her, and she’s going to
sleuth one out. A place where she can trek through a
forest, fly on a zip line, and even ride on a horse! A
place where maybe she really can finally make a real
friend, make her own decisions, and even do things
on her own—the dream! By the light of flickering
campfires and the power of thunderstorms, through
the terror of unexpected creatures in cabins and the
first sparkle of a crush, Melody’s about to discover
how brave and strong she really is.
"So, you're the ones..." A mysterious package
appears just as Maya and Nate start helping in their
grandparents' store. Inside is just one book: a faded
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copy of Free to Choose. In a race against time, they
must decipher a series of cryptic messages to
discover the secret under the staircase. But can a
bunch of kids really solve the centuries-old riddle?
Can they save their beloved town before it's too late?
Under the Staircase Books---A mystery and
adventure series that teaches treasured values:
personal responsibility, individual liberty, and
economic freedom. Psst! Grown-ups--The first book
in the series introduces a variety of Milton
Friedman's concepts-the Power of the Market, the
Tyranny of Controls, What's Wrong with Our
Schools?, and other topics-using examples from
kids' day-to-day lives in school, with friends, and in
familiar situations. Explore Under the Staircase at
underthestaircase.com."
In a museum far from home a man stumbles onto a
painting of a woman for whom he once, long ago,
risked everything and who then mysteriously
disappeared from his life. As a young lawyer, the
nameless protagonist of The Woman on the Stairs
became entangled in the affairs of three people
mired in a complex and destructive relationship. An
artist, the woman whose portrait he had painted, and
her husband became a triangle that drew the lawyer
deeper and deeper into their tangled web. Now,
encountering the painting that triggered it all, the
lawyer must reconcile his past and present selves;
when he eventually locates the woman, he is forced
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to confront the truth of his love and the reality that
his life has been irrevocably changed. With The
Woman on the Stairs, the internationally acclaimed
author of The Reader delivers a powerful new novel
about obsession, creativity, and love. Intricately
crafted, poignant, and beguiling, this is Bernhard
Schlink writing at his peak.
On December 9, 2001, the bloody body of Kathleen
Peterson was found dead at the bottom of the stairs
in the North Carolina home she shared with her
husband and novelist Michael Peterson. "My wife
had an accident," Peterson says on the 911 call.
"She's still breathing. She fell down the
stairs."However, blood-splattered evidence and a
missing fireplace poker suggested it was a coldblooded murder. Within two years, Michael Peterson
was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced
to life in prison. During Mike Peterson’s trial, Duane
Deaver, blood-spatter expert, gave his testimony in
which he explained that the blood present on the
staircase wall and on Michael’s clothes, was evident
that the accused was guilty of the first-degree
murder charge of Kathleen Peterson. His testimony
played a crucial role in sending Michael behind bars.
His perjury testimony played a decisive role in
Peterson being released. The trial that followed was
full of interpretations and cockamamie theories;
blaming the death on everything from an owl attack
to connecting it to a second death similar in nature,
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that of his once neighbor Elizabeth Ratliff, who also
was found dead at the bottom of stairs. Was the 911
call all an act? What about the owl theory? What was
the motive? What happened to the murder weapon?
Was there an accomplice who got rid of the
weapon? What really happened on 'The Staircase'?
Based on the very bias Netlfix documentary
In New York Times bestselling author Maureen
Johnson’s second novel in the Truly Devious series,
there are more twists and turns than Stevie Bell can
imagine. No answer is given freely, and someone
will pay for the truth with their life. The Truly Devious
case—an unsolved kidnapping and triple murder that
rocked Ellingham Academy in 1936—has consumed
Stevie for years. It’s the very reason she came to
the academy. But then her classmate was murdered,
and her parents quickly pull her out of school. For
her safety, they say. She must move past this
obsession with crime. Stevie’s willing to do anything
to get back to Ellingham, be back with her friends,
and solve the Truly Devious case. Even if it means
making a deal with the despicable Senator Edward
King. And when Stevie finally returns, she also
returns to David: the guy she kissed, and the guy
who lied about his identity—Edward King’s son. But
larger issues are at play. Where did the murderer
hide? What’s the meaning of the riddle Albert
Ellingham left behind? And what, exactly, is at stake
in the Truly Devious affair? The Ellingham case isn’t
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just a piece of history—it’s a live wire into the
present. Praise for Book One: “The Agatha Christielike ecosystem pairs with lacerating contemporary
wit, and alternating past and present scenes makes
for a multilayered, modern detective story.” —New
York Times Book Review “Remember the first time
reading Harry Potter and knowing it was special?
There’s that same sense of magic in the introduction
of teen Sherlock-in-training Stevie Bell.” —USA
Today (four stars) “Be still, my Agatha-Christieloving beating heart.” —Bustle
When a woman's body is discovered at a lighthouse
in the Icelandic town of Akranes, investigators
discover shocking secrets in her past. First in the
disturbing, chillingly atmospheric, addictive new
Forbidden Iceland series. ***Winner of the Storytel
Award for Best Crime Novel 2020*** ***Winner of the
Blackbird Award for Best Icelandic Crime Novel***
***Shortlisted for the Amazon Publishing Readers
Award for Best Independent Voice*** ***Shortlisted
for the Amazon Publishing Readers Award for Best
Debut Novel*** 'Eva BjÖrg ÆgisdÓttir's
accomplished first novel is not only a full-fat mystery,
but also a chilling demonstration of how monsters
are made' The Times 'Fans of Nordic Noir will love
this moving debut from Icelander Eva BjÖrg
ÆgisdÓttir's. It's subtle, nuanced, with a sympathetic
central character and the possibilities of great stories
to come' Ann Cleeves 'An exciting and harrowing
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tale from one of Iceland's rising stars' Ragnar
JÓnasson _________________ When a body of a
woman is discovered at a lighthouse in the Icelandic
town of Akranes, it soon becomes clear that she's no
stranger to the area. Chief Investigating Officer
Elma, who has returned to Akranes following a failed
relationship, and her collegues SÆvar and HÖrður,
commence an uneasy investigation, which uncovers
a shocking secret in the dead woman's past that
continues to reverberate in the present day ... But as
Elma and her team make a series of discoveries,
they bring to light a host of long-hidden crimes that
shake the entire community. Sifting through the
rubble of the townspeople's shattered memories,
they have to dodge increasingly serious threats, and
find justice ... before it's too late.
_________________ 'We're used to Icelandic
writers lowering the temperature — in more ways than
one — and ÆgisdÓttir proves to be adept at this chilly
art as any of her confrÈres (and consoeurs). Elma is
a memorably complex character, and Victoria Cribb's
translation is (as usual) non-pareil' Financial Times
'A deserted lighthouse and a murdered woman set
the scene for this haunting and compelling mystery
where the dark secrets of a small town are
shockingly exposed. As chilling and atmospheric as
an Icelandic winter' Lisa Gray, author of Thin Air 'The
setting in Iceland is fascinating, the descriptions
creating a vivid picture of the reality of living in a
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small town. The Creak on the Stairs is a captivating
tale with plenty of tension and a plot to really get
your teeth into' LoveReading 'At each stage,
ÆgisdÓttir is not giving us information but asking
things of us. She's getting us to think through the
implications: what if it's him, what if it's her, what
would it mean? We're involved, we've got skin in the
game and we can't ask for more as readers' CafÉ
Thinking 'Elma leaves Reykjavik CID for a job with
the police in her hometown of Akranes, deeming it
"every bit as quiet as it appeared to be" — until the
discovery of a murdered woman starts to unravel a
thread of long-buried crimes hidden deep in the
community. Elma is a fantastic heroine' Sunday
Times
Containing walks and detailed maps from throughout the
city, Secret Stairs highlights the charms and quirks of a
unique feature of the Los Angeles landscape, and
chronicles the geographical, architectural, and historical
aspects of the city’s staircases, as well as of the
neighborhoods in which the steps are located. From
strolling through the classic La Loma neighborhood in
Pasadena to walking the Sunset Junction Loop in Silver
Lake, to taking the Beachwood Canyon hike through
“Hollywoodland” to enjoying the magnificent ocean
views from the Castellammare district in Pacific
Palisades, Secret Stairs takes you on a tour of the
staircases all across the City of Angels. The circular
walks, rated for duration and difficulty, deliver tales of
historic homes and their fascinating inhabitants, bits of
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unusual local trivia, and stories of the neighborhoods
surrounding the stairs. That’s where William Faulkner
was living when he wrote the screenplay for To Have
and Have Not; that house was designed by Neutra; over
there is a Schindler; that’s where Woody Guthrie lived,
where Anais Nin died, and where Thelma Todd was
murdered . . . Despite the fact that one of these
staircases starred in an Oscar-winning short film—Laurel
and Hardy’s The Music Box, from 1932—these civic
treasures have been virtually unknown to most of the
city’s residents and visitors. Now, Secret Stairs puts
these hidden stairways back on the map, while
introducing urban hikers to exciting new “trails” all
around the city of Los Angeles.
Nancy Drew's keen mind is tested when she searches
for a missing will.
With nearly 2 million books in print, this Little Apple
series is H-O-T, hot. The SECRET is out -- DROON is
the series that kids, parents, and teachers are talking
about! There's no place like home! Eric and his friends
have finally restored the Rainbow Stairs, but that was the
easy part. Now Gethwing is loose in the Upper World,
and the Moon Dragon is causing big trouble. Eric, Julie,
and Neal have to protect their town, but they're up
against mysterious creatures, strangely-behaving
parents, and powerful magic. Can the kids stop
Gethwing before he destroys the Upper World -- for
good?
When ten-year-old Derek and eight-year-old Sam move
with their family to Virginia, they have no idea what
adventures the summer will bring. As the brothers
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explore their creaky old house and the deep surrounding
woods, they uncover a sixty-year-old mystery of a
valuable coin collection stolen from the local museum.
Join the boys as they spend their summer running from
danger and searching the woods, secret caves, rushing
waters, and hidden passageways for treasure and the
rare 1877 Indian Head cent coin! The Virginia Mysteries
Book 1
From New York Times bestselling author Sheila
Connolly, The Secret Staircase is the third Victorian
Village Mystery, which finds Kate Hamilton discovering a
long-dead body in a hidden staircase. Kate Hamilton is
feeling good about her plans to recreate Asheboro,
Maryland as the Victorian village it once was. The town
is finally on her side, and the finances are coming
together. Kate's first goal is to renovate the Barton
Mansion on the outskirts of town. Luckily, it's been well
maintained in the century since the wealthy Henry Barton
lived and died there. The only substantial change she's
planning is to update the original kitchen so that it can be
used to cater events in the building. But when the
contractor gets started, he discovers a hidden staircase
that had been walled in years earlier. And as Kate's luck
would have it, in the stairwell is a body. After her initial
shock wears off, Kate is relieved when the autopsy
reveals that the man had died around 1880.
Unfortunately, it also reveals that his was not a natural
death—he was murdered. And serious questions remain:
who was he and what was he doing there? Kate begins a
hunt to identify the man and figure out what he was
doing at the Barton Mansion. But when a second body is
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found—this time from the present day—Kate realizes that
real dangers lie in digging up the past...
Welcome back to Asheboro, Maryland, where real estate
can be a matter of life and death. Killer in the Carriage
House is the second book in the Victorian Village
Mystery series from New York Times bestselling author
Sheila Connolly. Coming back to her hometown was
never on the agenda for hotelier Katherine Hamilton. But
when she’s offered a chance to lead the charge of
transforming the landscape into a Victorian village and
tourist attraction, Kate can’t quite refuse. The only
problem? Nobody in Asheboro has the passion, nor the
funds, to get plans off the ground. . .until Kate teams up
with handsome historian Joshua Wainwright, who has
ambitious ideas of his own involving an old mansion and
a treasure-trove of documents that could attract investors
and help seal the deal. Then, just as Kate and Josh
seem ready to pull the trigger, a dead body turns up in
the town library. Do these mysterious papers spell
danger instead of dollars? That’s what Kate intends to
find out before all bets are off...and someone else ends
up six feet under.
The Boxcar Children are helping the Heart and Hands
group fix up the old Bugbee Mansion. The Aldens begin
to explore the mansion, discovering hidden rooms and
odd noises coming from the walls. Most intriguing is a
secret staircase, leading to a room that no one knows
about—no one except the thief!
Sam, Derek and Caitlin explore a mystery at The
Jefferson, Richmond's historic downtown hotel.
A Middle Eastern village provides the backdrop for a comingPage 13/22
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of-age tale centered around a midwife and her granddaughter
Jammana, two women caught between the old world and the
new. A first novel. Reprint.
Victorian class lines are crossed when cook Kat Holloway is
drawn into a murder that reaches all the way to the throne.
Highly sought-after young cook Kat Holloway takes a position
in a Mayfair mansion and soon finds herself immersed in the
odd household of Lord Rankin. Kat is unbothered by the
family’s eccentricities as long as they stay away from her
kitchen, but trouble finds its way below stairs when her young
Irish assistant is murdered. Intent on discovering who killed
the helpless kitchen maid, Kat turns to the ever-capable
Daniel McAdam, who is certainly much more than the
charming delivery man he pretends to be. Along with the
assistance of Lord Rankin’s unconventional sister-in-law and
a mathematical genius, Kat and Daniel discover that the
household murder was the barest tip of a plot rife with danger
and treason—one that’s a threat to Queen Victoria herself.
A sinister Problem has occurred in London: all nature of
ghosts, haunts, spirits, and specters are appearing
throughout the city, and they aren''t exactly friendly. Only
young people have the psychic abilities required to see—and
eradicate—these supernatural foes. Many different Psychic
Detection Agencies have cropped up to handle the
dangerous work, and they are in fierce competition for
business. In The Screaming Staircase, the plucky and
talented Lucy Carlyle teams up with Anthony Lockwood, the
charismatic leader of Lockwood & Co, a small agency that
runs independent of any adult supervision. After an
assignment leads to both a grisly discovery and a disastrous
end, Lucy, Anthony, and their sarcastic colleague, George,
are forced to take part in the perilous investigation of Combe
Carey Hall, one of the most haunted houses in England. Will
Lockwood & Co. survive the Hall''s legendary Screaming
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Staircase and Red Room to see another day? Readers who
enjoyed the action, suspense, and humor in Jonathan
Stroud''s internationally best-selling Bartimaeus books will be
delighted to find the same ingredients, combined with
deliciously creepy scares, in his thrilling and chilling
Lockwood & Co. series.
In the Golden Age of Piracy, none was more dreaded than
Blackbeard. Sam, Derek, and Caitlin head for a week's
vacation at Virginia Beach, where three hundred years ago,
pirates sailed the waters off the Atlantic Coast. As the kids
explore the beach, they find suspicious activity from the
neighboring military base that points to the discovery of a
historic shipwreck-maybe even lost pirate treasure! When
they meet a mysterious stranger named One-Eyed Jack,
they're captivated by the tale of Edward Teach, better known
as the notorious pirate Blackbeard. Legend says he may
have left valuable plunder buried in the nearby dunes before
his final battle and violent death. Could the treasure still be
out there, waiting to be discovered? When the clues lead
them on a perilous trip across the Chesapeake Bay, danger
lurks at every turn. Will they find a hidden bounty, or will
competing treasure seekers, or even Blackbeard's ghost,
send them to a watery grave at the bottom of the sea? Pirates
on the Bay is the tenth book in The Virginia Mysteries series,
but it can easily be read as a standalone. The story is the
perfect complement to social studies units, field trips, and
family vacations related to Virginia Beach, First Landing State
Park, Cape Henry Lighthouse, Colonial America, and piracy
of the early 1700s. If you enjoy mystery and adventure like
the Hardy Boys, Nancy Drew, Magic Tree House, or National
Treasure, you'll love author Steven K. Smith's exciting middlegrade series. The stories are modern-day fictional mysteries
with twists of real locations and events from history. These
fast-paced books are popular with both boys and girls ages
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7-12, appealing to even reluctant readers! The Virginia
Mysteries Series Book 1 - Summer of the Woods Book 2 Mystery on Church Hill Book 3 - Ghosts of Belle Isle Book 4 Secret of the Staircase Book 5 - Midnight at the Mansion
Book 6 - Shadows at Jamestown Book 7 - Spies at Mount
Vernon Book 8 - Escape from Monticello Book 9 - Pictures at
the Protest Book 10 - Pirates on the Bay
Wade Taylor, founder and president of Pine Crest Bible
Training Center, sets forth the steps that lead to spiritual
maturity and intimate communion with the Lord as depicted in
the love relationship of the Song of Solomon.
A collection of the author's lesser-known writings includes
stories, personal reminiscences, previously deleted excerpts
from her diary, and an unfinished novel composed while she
was hidden from the Nazis.
More information to be announced soon on this forthcoming
title from Penguin USA
Twelve-year-old Mary Hayes can't stand her orphanage for
another night. But when an attempted escape through the
stove pipe doesn't go quite as well as she'd hoped, Mary
fears she'll be stuck in the Buffalo Asylum for Young Ladies
forever. The very next day, a mysterious woman named
Madame Z appears at the orphanage requesting to adopt
Mary, and the matron's all too happy to get the girl off her
hands. Soon, Mary is fed a hearty meal, dressed in a clean,
new nightgown and shown to a soft bed with blankets piled
high. She can hardly believe she isn't dreaming! But when
Mary begins to explore the strange nearby town with the help
of her new friend, Jacob, she learns a terrifying secret about
Madame Z's true identity. If Mary's not careful, her new home
might just turn into a nightmare. Award-winning author
Katherine Marsh draws from Russian fairytales in this darkly
funny middle-grade fantasy novel Praise for Jepp, Who
Defied the Stars New York Times Notable Children's Books of
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2012 The Wall Street Journal Best Children's Books of 2012 *
"This shining gem is a must-have." ??? School Library
Journal, starred review * "???an epic search for love, family,
respect, and a destiny of one's own making." ??? Publishers
Weekly, starred review * "???this outstanding work of
historical fiction provides readers with more than just an
imagined biography. Incorporating elements of adventure,
romance, tragedy, intrigue, and science, the novel conjures a
place and time not commonly explored in young adult fiction
???" ??? Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books, starred
review "Rich, absorbing storytelling???a terrific read in every
way." ???Nancy Werlin, National Book Award Finalist and
author of Impossible "Narrating a young adult novel from a
dwarf's perspective is nothing short of inspired. ??? Marsh
transcends genre to create an engaging narrative complex
enough to keep not-so-young adults turning its pages." ???
The New York Times Book Review Praise for The Twilight
Prisoner * "Readers should

The Circular Staircase is a mystery novel by
American writer Mary Roberts Rinehart. The story
follows dowager Rachel Innes as she thwarts a
series of strange crimes at a summer house she has
rented with her niece and nephew. The novel was
Rinehart's first bestseller and established her as one
of the era's most popular writers. The story was
serialized in All-Story for five issues starting with the
November 1907 issue, then published in book form
by Bobbs-Merrill in 1908.
Known for her wonderfully addictive characters,
multiple award-winning author Gigi Pandian
introduces her newest heroine in this heartfelt series
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debut. Under Lock & Skeleton Key layers stunning
architecture with mouthwatering food in an ode to
classic locked-room mysteries that will leave readers
enchanted. An impossible crime. A family legacy.
The intrigue of hidden rooms and secret staircases.
After a disastrous accident derails Tempest Raj’s
career, and life, she heads back to her childhood
home in California to comfort herself with her
grandfather’s Indian home-cooked meals. Though
she resists, every day brings her closer to the
inevitable: working for her father’s company. Secret
Staircase Construction specializes in bringing the
magic of childhood to all by transforming clients’
homes with sliding bookcases, intricate locks,
backyard treehouses, and hidden reading nooks.
When Tempest visits her dad’s latest renovation
project, her former stage double is discovered dead
inside a wall that’s supposedly been sealed for more
than a century. Fearing she was the intended victim,
it’s up to Tempest to solve this seemingly
impossible crime. But as she delves further into the
mystery, Tempest can’t help but wonder if the Raj
family curse that’s plagued her family for
generations—something she used to swear didn’t
exist—has finally come for her.
Revised and Updated in November 2020! The hills of
the East Bay contain one of the finest and densest
urban hiking environments in the state of
California—more than 400 paved pathways and
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public staircases lattice up and down the slopes of
Berkeley and Oakland alone. Rising high above the
city centers, with towering views of the San
Francisco Bay, the Bay Bridge, and San Francisco
itself, these elegant civic walking trails—many of them
shaded in oaks and redwoods, and many unknown
even to local residents—present a unique landscape
for both the casual walker and dedicated hiker.
Charles Fleming, the Southern California author
whose bestselling 2010 walking guide Secret Stairs
turned the hidden public staircases of Los Angeles
into popular hiking trails, now turns his eyes
northward. For Secret Stairs: East Bay, Fleming has
designed more than 30 individual hiking loops.
Linking multiple staircases into one-to two-hour selfguided strolls, these urban treks will delight the
tourist, newly arrived Berkeley undergraduate, and
veteran Bay Area resident alike. The circular walks,
each calibrated by length, difficulty, and
duration—and each accompanied by a detailed, easyto-follow map—are sprinkled with fascinating facts
about the historic staircases, the historic homes
around them, and the famous Bay Area characters
who gave them their names. Walk the walks of Bret
Harte, Mark Twain, and John Muir! Climb Berkeley’s
massive Fred Herbert and Tamalpais Paths, hike
Easter Way, and summit Sunset Trail! Mount
Oakland’s Oakmore stairs, then tackle the hills of
Upper Rockridge and Crocker Highlands via the
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public staircases. And do it all within easy walking
distance from BART or bus stops, free parking, and
excellent Bay Area cafés.
Nancy Drew and The Hidden Staircase hits the big
screen in March of 2019! Read the classic book that
inspired the movie! After receiving a call from her
friend Helen Corning, Nancy agrees to help solve a
baffling mystery. Helen's Aunt Rosemary has been
living with her mother at the old family mansion, and
they have noticed many strange things. They have
heard music, thumps, and creaking noises at night,
and seen eerie shadows on the walls. Could the
house be haunted? Just as soon as she hangs up
the phone, a strange man visits Nancy's house to
warn her and her father that they are in danger
because of a case he is working on buying property
for a railroad company. This warning leads Nancy
and her father Carson to search for the missing
Willie Wharton, a landowner, who can prove he
signed away his land to the railroad and save the
railroad from a lawsuit. Will Nancy be able to find the
missing landowner and discover how these
mysteries are related?
Letters in a mysterious journal between two sisters
describe a lost collection and a missing treasure. As
Sam, Derek, and Caitlin realize the letters were from
Thomas Jefferson's granddaughters, they set out to
do what they do best--solve the mystery! When the
journal is stolen, the kids are forced to hunt down
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clues by following Jefferson's footsteps to The
University of Virginia, his mountaintop home of
Monticello, and a little-known retreat called Poplar
Forest. But this isn't a typical walk through history.
Someone from the kids' past is lurking in the
shadows, bent on revenge and threatening to take
much more than just the treasure. Escape from
Monticello is the eighth book in The Virginia
Mysteries series. The story is the perfect
complement to social studies units, field trips, and
family vacations related to Thomas Jefferson,
Monticello, and Jack Jouett.
Step into the exquisite, miniature world of the mice of
Brambly Hedge in this beautiful new edition of the
classic picture book. It is Midwinter's Eve and the
mice of Brambly Hedge are very busy. This evening,
after dark, they will all be gathering round a blazing
fire for the traditional midwinter celebrations. A grand
entertainment is planned and Primrose and Wilfred
have chosen to recite a poem. They go up to the
attics to rehearse in pace and quiet but there are so
many things to look at and places to explore, it is
hard to concentrate. And when they stumble upon a
dusty staircase, all thoughts of practising are put
aside...
An army brat-turned-marine, he saw combat in
Vietnam, and returned a decorated soldier. An avid
reader, his dreams of being an acclaimed novelist
came true. His desire to find love was fulfilled when
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he married brilliant executive Kathleen Atwater, the
first female student accepted at Duke University's
School of Engineering. The Petersons seemed the
ideal academic couple- well-respected, prosperous,
and happy. All that came crashing down in
December of 2001, when Kathleen apparently fell to
her death in their secluded home in an exclusive
area of Durham, North Carolina. But blood spattered
evidence and a missing fireplace poker suggested
calculated, cold-blooded murder. Her trusted
husband stood accused. Prosecutors introduced
evidence at trial that sixteen years earlier, Peterson
was one of the last people to see his neighbor alive
before she was found dead at the bottom of a
staircase in her home in Germany. A dramatic trial
followed in the explosive final chapter of a life that no
novelist could ever have conceived... Written in
Blood is a 2006 Edgar Award Nominee for Best Fact
Crime.
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