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Alfred Schutz was born in Vienna on April 13, 1899, and died in New York City on May
20, 1959. The year 1969, then, marks the seventieth anniversary of his birth and the
tenth year of his death. The essays which follow are offered not only as a tribute to an
irreplaceable friend, colleague, and teacher, but as evidence of the contributors'
conviction of the eminence of his work. No special pleading is needed here to support
that claim, for it is widely acknowledged that his ideas have had a significant impact on
present-day philosophy and phenomenology of the social sciences. In place of either
argument or evaluation, I choose to restrict myself to some bi~ graphical information
and a fragmentary memoir. * The only child of Johanna and Otto Schutz (an executive
in a private bank in Vienna), Alfred attended the Esterhazy Gymnasium in Vienna, an
academic high school whose curriculum included eight years of Latin and Greek. He
graduated at seventeen - in time to spend one year of service in the Austrian army in
the First World War. For bravery at the front on the battlefield in Italy, he was decorated
by his country. After the war ended, he entered the University of Vienna, completing a
four year curriculum in only two and one half years and receiving his doctorate in Law.
"This book offers a new look at the latest research and critical issues within the field of
information systems by creating solid theoretical frameworks and the latest empirical
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findings of social developments"-The five essays in this work attempt in interpretive and original ways to further the
common field of investigation of man in the life-world. Richard Zaner in his examination
of the multi-level approach of the social sciences to the social order points us toward
essences and the manner in which they are epistemically understood. By contrasting
the work of the later Durkheim with that of Husserl, Edward Tiryakian is able to suggest
a commonality of endeavor between them. Paul Ricoeur, after phenomenologically
distinguishing three concepts of ideology, examines the supposed conflict between
science and ideology and its resolution through a hermeneutics of historical
understanding. Maurice N at anson in his discussion of the problem of anonymity
reflects on both the sociological givenness of the world and its phenomenological
reconstruction, showing the necessary interrelationship of both prior ities. Fred
Dallmayr, after a presentation of the state of validation in the social sciences and their
problems in attempting to ground them selves either in regard to logical positivism or
phenomenology, refers us to the perspective of Merleau-Ponty concerning the
relationship of cognition and experience.
A method of inquiry largely formulated by the German Edmund Husserl and later
adapted by Alfred Schutz, phenomenological psychology is explained in this
introductory study. It shows how phenomenology can be used in examining the reality
of the world of everyday life, and how it provides an antidote to behaviorism, symbolic
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logic and other positivist systems.
A phenomenological conception of language, drawing on Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty,
and Wittgenstein, with implications for both the philosophy of language and current
cognitive science. In this book, Andrew Inkpin considers the disclosive function of
language—what language does in revealing or disclosing the world. His approach to this
question is a phenomenological one, centering on the need to accord with the various
experiences speakers can have of language. With this aim in mind, he develops a
phenomenological conception of language with important implications for both the
philosophy of language and recent work in the embodied-embedded-enactive-extended
(4e) tradition of cognitive science. Inkpin draws extensively on the work of Martin
Heidegger, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, and Ludwig Wittgenstein, showing how their
respective conceptions of language can be combined to complement each other within
a unified view. From the early Heidegger, Inkpin extracts a basic framework for a
phenomenological conception of language, comprising both a general picture of the role
of language and a specific model of the function of words. Merleau-Ponty's views are
used to explicate the generic “pointing out”—or presentational—function of linguistic
signs in more detail, while the late Wittgenstein is interpreted as providing versatile
means to describe their many pragmatic uses. Having developed this unified
phenomenological view, Inkpin explores its broader significance. He argues that it goes
beyond the conventional realism/idealism opposition, that it challenges standard
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assumptions in mainstream post-Fregean philosophy of language, and that it makes a
significant contribution not only to the philosophical understanding of language but also
to 4e cognitive science.
Time and the Shared World challenges the common view that Heidegger offers few
resources for understanding humanity’s social nature. The book demonstrates that
Heidegger’s reformulation of traditional notions of subjectivity has wide-ranging
implications for understanding the nature of human relationships. Contrary to
entrenched critiques, Irene McMullin shows that Heidegger’s characterization of
selfhood as fundamentally social presupposes the responsive acknowledgment of each
person’s particularity and otherness. In doing so, McMullin argues that Heidegger’s
work on the social nature of the self must be located within a philosophical continuum
that builds on Kant and Husserl’s work regarding the nature of the a priori and the
fundamental structures of human temporality, while also pointing forward to
developments of these themes to be found in Heidegger’s later work and in such
thinkers as Sartre and Levinas. By developing unrecognized resources in Heidegger’s
work, Time and the Shared World is able to provide a Heidegger-inspired account of
respect and the intersubjective origins of normativity.
Our experience of other individuals as minded beings goes hand in hand with the
awareness that they have a unique epistemic and emotional perspective on the
experienced objects and situations. The same object can be seen from many different
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points of view, an event can awaken different emotional reactions in different
individuals, and our position-takings can in part be mediated by our belonging to some
social or cultural groups. All these phenomena can be described by referring to the
metaphor of perspective. Assuming that there are different, and irreducible,
perspectives we can take on the experienced world, and on others as experiencing the
same world, the phenomenon of mutual understanding can consistently be understood
in terms of perspectival flexibility. This edited volume investigates the different
processes in which perspectival flexibility occurs in social life and particularly focuses
on the constitutive role of imagination in such processes. It includes original works in
philosophy and psychopathology showing how perspectival flexibility and social
cognition are grounded on the interplay of direct perception and imagination.

At a time in which many philosophers have concluded that Husserl's philosophy
is exhausted, but when the alternatives to Husserl appear to be exhausted as
well, Anthony J. Steinbock presents an innovative approach to Husserlian
phenomenology. Steinbock implicitly attacks the most fundamental criticism
aimed at Husserl: that his philosophy is intrinsically formalistic, unable in principle
to deal with concrete matters of life and how to live it. The "generation" which
Steinbock traces through Husserl's writings - from static through genetic and
finally to generative phenomena - is in part the generation of the lifeworld in and
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through various kinds of domesticity and alienness. Steinbock's systematic study
of the problems and themes of a generative phenomenology, normality and
abnormality, and the sociohistorical concepts of homeworld and alienworld, and
the steps he takes toward developing such a generative phenomenology, open
new doors for a phenomenology of the social world while casting new light on
work done by Husserl himself and by many philosophers working more or less in
a Husserlian vein. Both critique and an appropriation of a large and diverse body
of work, Home and Beyond: Generative Phenomenology after Husserl is a major
contribution to contemporary Husserl scholarship.
This book addresses the personal effects of poverty, social deprivation and
inequality using a phenomenological approach.
Exploring phenomenological philosophy as it relates to psychiatry and the social
world, this book establishes a common language between psychiatrists, antipsychiatrists, psychologists and social workers. Phenomenology and the Social
Context of Psychiatry is an inter-disciplinary work by phenomenological
philosophers, psychiatrists, and psychologists to discover the essence and
foundations of social psychiatry. Using the phenomenology of Husserl as a point
of departure, the meanings of empathy, interpersonal understanding, weintentionality, ethics, citizenship and social inclusion are investigated in relation to
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psychopathology, nosology, and clinical research. This work, drawing upon the
rich classical and contemporary phenomenological tradition, touching on a broad
range of thinkers such as Deleuze, Levinas, and R.D. Laing, also explicates how
phenomenology is a method capable of capturing the human condition and its
intricate relation to the social world and mental illness
Phenomenological foundations - The cognitive setting of the life-world - Acting in
the life-world - The world of social relationships - Realms of experience - The
province of sociology.
This book looks at two ‘revolutions’ in philosophy – phenomenology and
conceptual analysis which have been influential in sociology and psychology. It
discusses humanistic psychiatry and sociological approaches to the specific area
of mental illness, which counter the ultimately reductionist implications of
Freudian psycho-analytic theory. The book, originally published in 1973,
concludes by stating the broad underlying themes of the two forms of humanistic
philosophy and indicating how they relate to the problems of theory and method
in sociology.
Social Phenomenology offers an account of collective intentionality informed by
the tradition of Husserlian phenomenology. The account argues that if
consciousness and intentionality are only intrinsic to individuals, denying
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collectivism, that it does not follow that one endorses an atomistic conception of
the subject.
This book provides an accessible comprehensive exploration of
phenomenological theory and research methods and is geared specifically to the
needs of therapists and other health care professionals. An accessible
exploration of an increasingly popular qualitative research methodology Explains
phenomenological concepts and how they are applied to different stages of the
research process and to topics relevant to therapy practice Provides practical
examples throughout
Examines the author's idea of object-oriented philosophy, wherein things, and how they
interact with one another, are the center of philosophical interest.
In this introduction to the life and thought of one of the most important French thinkers of the
twentieth-century Eric Matthews shows how Merleau-Ponty has contributed to current debates
in philosophy, such as the nature of consciousness, the relation between biology and
personality, the historical understanding of human thought and society, and many others.
Surveying the whole range of Merleau-Ponty's thinking, the author examines his views about
the nature of phenomenology and the primacy of perception; his account of human
embodiment, being-in-the-world, and his understanding of human behaviour; his conception of
the self and its relation to other selves; and, his views on society, politics, and the arts. A final
chapter considers his later thought, published posthumously. The ideas of Merleau-Ponty are
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shown to be of immense importance to the development of French philosophy and the author
evaluates his distinctive contributions and relates his thought to that of his predecessors,
contemporaries and successors, both in France and elsewhere. This unrivalled introduction will
be welcomed by philosophers and cognitive scientists as well as students taking courses in
contemporary continental philosophy.
This edited collection brings together scholars who draw on phenomenological approaches to
understand the experiences of young people growing up under contemporary conditions of
globalization. Phenomenology is both a philosophical and pragmatic approach to social
sciences research, that takes as central the meaning-making experiences of research
participants. One of the central contentions of this book is that phenomenology has long
informed critical empirical approaches to youth cultures, yet until recently its role has not been
thusly named. This volume aims to resuscitate and recuperate phenomenology as a robust
empirical, theoretical, and methodological approach to youth cultures. Chapters explore the
lifeworlds of young people from countries around the world, revealing the tensions, risks and
opportunities that organize youth experiences.
Phenomenology: The Basics is a concise and engaging introduction to one of the dominant
philosophical movements of the 20th century. This lively and lucid book provides an
introduction to the essential phenomenological concepts that are crucial for understanding
great thinkers such as Husserl, Heidegger, and Merleau-Ponty. Written by a leading expert in
the field, Dan Zahavi examines and explains key questions such as: • What is a
phenomenological analysis? • What are the methodological foundations of phenomenology? •
What does phenomenology have to say about embodiment and intersubjectivity? • How is
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phenomenology distinguished from, and related to, other fields in philosophy? • How do ideas
from classic phenomenology relate to ongoing debates in psychology and qualitative research?
With a glossary of key terms and suggestions for further reading, the book considers key
philosophical arguments around phenomenology, making this an ideal starting point for anyone
seeking a concise and accessible introduction to the rich and complex study of
phenomenology.
This book shows how phenomenology of the social sciences differs from positivistic
approaches, and presents Schutz's theory of relevances--a key feature of his own
phenomenology of the social world. It begins with Schutz's appraisal of how Husserl influenced
him, and continues with exchanges between Schutz and Eric Voegelin, Felix Kaufmann, Aron
Gurwitsch, and Talcott Parsons. This book presents, for the first time, Schutz's incisive
criticisms of T.S. Eliot's theory of culture.
The fourteen authors in this collection used phenomenology (the study of consciousness) and
hermeneutics (the interpretation of meaning) to conduct deep inquiry into perplexing and
wondrous events in their work and personal lives. These seasoned scholar-practitioners
gained remarkable insight into areas such as health care and illness, organ donation,
intercultural communications, high-performance teams, artistic production, jazz improvisation,
and the integration of Tai Chi into education. All authors were transformed by
phenomenology's expanded ways of seeing and being.
Phenomenological accounts of sociality in Husserl, Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, Sartre, Scheler,
Schütz, Stein and many others offer powerful lines of arguments to recast current,
predominantly analytic, discussions on collective intentionality and social cognition. Against
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this background, the aim of this volume is to reevaluate, critically and in contemporary terms,
the rich phenomenological resources regarding social reality: the interpersonal, collective and
communal aspects of the life-world (Lebenswelt). Specifically, the book pursues three
interrelated objectives: it aims 1.) to systematically explore the key phenomenological aspects
of social reality; 2.) to offer novel, state-of-the-art assessments of both central and lesserknown proponents of the phenomenology of sociality (Gurwitsch, Löwith, von Hildebrand, or
Walther), and 3.) to contextualize this elaborate body of work in light of contemporary social
cognition research, the growing literature in analytic social ontology, and current trends in
moral psychology, moral phenomenology, and social and political philosophy. The collection
brings together original articles by a host of prominent scholars and upcoming young talents to
provide a comprehensive and up-to-date treatment of the topic. It will be essential reading for
those studying phenomenological accounts of intersubjectivity, empathy, and community,
including analytic, social, moral and political philosophers, and will also be of interest for social
scientists and social psychologists.

This book is dedicated to a critical analysis of race relations and inequality through the
prism of Schutzian social phenomenology, which focuses on the world of
intersubjectivity and the complex of meanings that orient the conduct of individuals and
groups. The phenomenological approach provides a more intimate look at how the
societal imposition of negative racial meanings on racialized persons crucially
determines the construction of the minority subjectivity as essential otherness, thus
becoming a pivotal support of race-based inequality.
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The Structures of the Life-World is the final focus of twenty-seven years of Alfred
Schutz's labor, encompassing the fruits of his work between 1932 and his death in
1959. This book represents Schutz's seminal attempt to achieve a comprehensive
grasp of the nature of social reality. Here he integrates his theory of relevance with his
analysis of social structures. Thomas Luckmann, a former student of Schutz's,
completed the manuscript for publication after Schutz's untimely death.
The Body and Shame: Phenomenology, Feminism, and the Socially Shaped Body
investigates the concept of body shame and explores its significance when considering
philosophical accounts of embodied subjectivity. Body shame only finds its full
articulation in the presence (actual or imagined) of others within a rule and norm
governed milieu. As such, it bridges our personal, individual and embodied experience
with the social, cultural and political world that contains us. Luna Dolezal argues that
understanding body shame can shed light on how the social is embodied, that is, how
the body—experienced in its phenomenological primacy by the subject—becomes a
social and cultural artifact, shaped by external forces and demands. The Body and
Shame introduces leading twentieth-century phenomenological and sociological
accounts of embodied subjectivity through the work of Edmund Husserl, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, Jean-Paul Sartre, Michel Foucault and Norbert Elias. Dolezal examines
the embodied, social and political features of body shame. contending that body shame
is both a necessary and constitutive part of embodied subjectivity while simultaneously
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a potential site of oppression and marginalization. Exploring the cultural politics of
shame, the final chapters of this work explore the phenomenology of self-presentation
and a feminist analysis of shame and gender, with a critical focus on the practice of
cosmetic surgery, a site where the body is literally shaped by shame. The Body and
Shame will be of great interest to scholars and students in a wide variety of fields,
including philosophy, phenomenology, feminist theory, women’s studies, social theory,
cultural studies, psychology, sociology, and medical humanities.
Phenomenological and empirical methods of investigating visual experience converge
to support the thesis that visual perception is an ongoing process of anticipation and
fulfillment. In this book, Michael Madary examines visual experience, drawing on both
phenomenological and empirical methods of investigation. He finds that these two
approaches—careful, philosophical description of experience and the science of
vision—independently converge on the same result: Visual perception is an ongoing
process of anticipation and fulfillment. Madary first makes the case for the descriptive
premise, arguing that the phenomenology of vision is best described as on ongoing
process of anticipation and fulfillment. He discusses visual experience as being
perspectival, temporal, and indeterminate; considers the possibility of surprise when
appearances do not change as we expect; and considers the content of visual
anticipation. Madary then makes the case for the empirical premise, showing that there
are strong empirical reasons to model vision using the general form of anticipation and
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fulfillment. He presents a range of evidence from perceptual psychology and
neuroscience, and reinterprets evidence for the two-visual-systems hypothesis. Finally,
he considers the relationship between visual perception and social cognition. An
appendix discusses Husserlian phenomenology as it relates to the argument of the
book. Madary argues that the fact that there is a convergence of historically distinct
methodologies itself is an argument that supports his findings. With Visual
Phenomenology, he creates an exchange between the humanities and the sciences
that takes both methods of investigation seriously.
Sociology is an established academic discipline but there has been continuing debate
over its status as a science and the nature of its subject matter. This led to the
emergence of a phenomenological sociology and to critiques of positivist sociology.
This critical reappraisal of the relevance of Marxian analysis for a science of society
shows how these developments within sociology have had their counterpart in Marxism.
The author analyses the status of Marx’s work and the Marxist ‘tradition’ in sociology.
He focuses upon those concerns which are common to both Marxian analysis and
sociology – the question of subjectivity; the nature of social reality; and the dialectical
relationship of the ‘doing’ or practice of a science of society to the social world within
which such social analyses are situated. Originally published in 1976.
Editorial Board: Karl P. Ameriks (Notre Dame University, West Bend, USA), Margaret
Atherton (University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, USA), Frederick Beiser (Syracuse
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University, Syracuse, USA), Fabien Capeillères (Université de Caen, France), Faustino
Fabbianelli (Universitá di Parma, Italia), Daniel Garber (Princeton University, Princeton,
USA), Rudolf A. Makkreel (Emory University, Atlanta, USA), Steven Nadler (University
of Wisconsin, Madison, USA), Alan Nelson (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
USA), Christof Rapp (LMU München, D), Ursula Renz (Universität Klagenfurt,
Österreich), Wilhelm Schmidt-Biggemann (FU Berlin, D), Denis Thouard (HU Berlin, D),
Paul Ziche (Universiteit Utrecht, NL), Günter Zöller (LMU München, D) The series
publishes monographs and essay collections devoted to the history of philosophy as
well as studies in the theory of writing the history of philosophy. A special emphasis is
placed on the contextualization of philosophical historiography into the areas of the
history of science, culture, and the wider scope of intellectual history.
The maintext in the present volume has beenconstructed out of passages found
scattered aboutin thirty-five years of Alfred Schutz's writings, and it has been
constructed by following a pageof notes for a lecture that he gave in 1955 under the title
"Sociological Aspect of Literature. " The result can be considered the substance of
Schutz's contribution to the theory of literature. More detail about how this construction
has beenperformed is offered in the Editor's Introduction. The complementary essays
areby scholars from Germany, Japan, andthe United States , from several generations,
and from the disciplines of anthropology, philosophy, and sociology. These researchers
were invited to reflect in their own perspectives on the main text and in relation to
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matters referred to within and beyond it. Draftversions of most of these complementary
essays were presented for critical discussion in a research symposium held at the
Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science of theNewSchool for Social Research
on April28-29, 1995 underthe sponsorship of The Center for Advanced Research in
Phenomen ology, Inc. , Florida Atlantic University; The Department of Philosophy of
The Graduate Faculty of the New School, Richard 1. Bernstein, Chair; and Evelyn and
George Schutz, the philosopher's children. Revised versions of these presentations and
also several essays subsequently recruited are offered to begin yet another stagein
thehistory of scholarship on Schutz and the phenomenological research inspired by
him. Northwestern University Press is thanked for permission to quote extensively from
Alfred Schutz, The Phenomenology of the Social World, trans.
What does it mean to be a social being in the ordinary life-world? This clear and
compelling introduction to social phenomenology examines the experiential features of
the basic things comprising our life-world, namely me, you, abstract others (enemies,
communities, and associations), and attributes of the lived-body (emotions, pain, and
pleasure). Each of these entities is phenomenologically described, with the aim of
reducing reports of personal experiences and other primary documents to the
presumed prototypical experience of the thing in question—its ideal essence. Another
aim of this study is to sociologically account for how the various entities of the life-world
have been accomplished, that is, how the prototypical experiences of the things in
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question have come to be. By showing the life-world to be our joint project rather than a
fixed, unalterable coherency, this volume destabilizes our naive attitude towards the
things of the world. Examples are drawn from the author's own research on issues such
as violence, religion, health, and race; from classic and contemporary anthropological
research; and from the works of some of the most innovative philosophers of the
twentieth century. This study actually does phenomenology instead of merely arguing
for its necessity and will appeal to both social scientists and philosophers.
This book contains a thoroughgoing analysis of the role of objectivity versus subjectivity
in the social sciences and the nature of human action . It also presents a philosophical
analysis of the nature of social science as such, and raises as well as answers the
fundamental question of whether to and to what extent the social sciences can provide
us with a genuine understanding of human beings.
The term ‘phenomenology’ has become almost as over-used and emptied of meaning
as that other word from Continental Philosophy, namely ‘existentialism’. Yet Husserl,
who first put forward the phenomenological method, considered it a rigorous alternative
to positivism, and in the hands of Merleau-Ponty, a disciple of Husserl in France,
phenomenology became a way of gaining a disciplined and coherent perspective on the
world in which we live. When this study originally published in 1977 there were only a
few books in English on Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy. It introduced the reader and
suggested how his thought might throw light on some of the assumptions and
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presuppositions of certain contemporary forms of Anglo-Saxon philosophy and social
science. It also demonstrates how phenomenology seeks to unite philosophy and social
science, rather than define them as mutually exclusive domains of knowledge.
This Handbook provides critical, interdisciplinary contributions from leading international
academics on the theory and methodology, practical applications, and broader context
of Management Information Systems, as well as offering potential avenues for future
research
The aim of this volume is to offer an updated account of the transcendental character of
phenomenology. The main question concerns the sense and relevance of
transcendental philosophy today: What can such philosophy contribute to contemporary
inquiries and debates after the many reasoned attacks against its idealistic, aprioristic,
absolutist and universalistic tendencies—voiced most vigorously by late 20th century
postmodern thinkers—as well as attacks against its apparently circular arguments and
suspicious metaphysics launched by many analytic philosophers? Contributors also aim
to clarify the relations of transcendental phenomenology to other post-Kantian
philosophies, most importantly to pragmatism and Wittgenstein’s philosophical
investigations. Finally, the volume offers a set of reflections on the meaning of posttranscendental phenomenology.
This book features papers written by renowned international scholars that analyze the
interdependence of art, phenomenology, and social science. The papers show how the
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analysis of the production as well as the perception and interpretation of art work needs
to take into consideration the subjective viewpoint of the artist in addition to that of the
interpreter. Phenomenology allows a description of the subjectively centered life-world
of the individual actor—artist or interpreter—and the objective structures of literature,
music, and the aesthetic domain in general. The perspective of social science serves to
reconstruct the socio-historical structure involved in the creation and reception of the art
work. The authors concentrate on this specific theoretical focus which combines both
phenomenology and social science and offers an innovative framework for the analysis
of works of art from the fields of literature, music, visual arts, photography, and film.
Some of the contributions present creative interpretations of a variety of distinct art
works in addition to the realization of theoretical reflections on the interdependence of
arts, phenomenology, and social science. This book features papers that were
presented at the international and interdisciplinary conference Phenomenology, Social
Sciences, and the Arts, held at the University of Konstanz, May 2009, in
commemoration of philosopher and social scientist Alfred Schutz, the developer of
phenomenologically oriented sociology. It will appeal to researchers, scholars, and
students in phenomenology, social sciences, art theory, and the arts. ?
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