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Organizes 1,600-plus ASL signs by 40 basic hand
shapes rather than in alphabetical word order. This
format allows users to search for a sign that they
recognize but whose meaning they have forgotten or for
the meaning of a new sign they have seen for the first
time. The entries include descriptions of how to form
each sign to represent the varying terms they might
mean. Index of English glosses only. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Here is the ultimate guide to learning American Sign
Language including finger spelling, numbers, inflections,
hand shapes.
Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign
languages as legitimate human languages with
properties analogous to those cataloged for French or
Navajo, for example. There are many different sign
languages, which can be analyzed on a variety of
levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and
semantics—in the same way as spoken languages. Yet
the recognition that not all of the principles established
for spoken languages hold for sign languages has made
sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic
theory. Edited by Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this
collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax,
and semantics. Although most of the contributions
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consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign
languages unrelated to ASL, offering valuable
perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these
languages or systems are only recently established, they
provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign
languages.
This handbook offers an in depth and comprehensive
state of the art survey of the linguistic domains of
modality and mood. An international team of experts in
the field examine the full range of methodological and
theoretical approaches to the many facets of the
phenomena involved. Following an opening section that
provides an introduction and historical background to the
topic, the volume is divided into five parts. Parts 1 and 2
present the basic linguistic facts about the systems of
modality and mood in the languages of the world,
covering the semantics and the expression of different
subtypes of modality and mood respectively. The authors
also examine the interaction of modality and mood,
mutually and with other semantic categories such as
aspect, time, negation, and evidentiality. In Part 3,
authors discuss the features of the modality and mood
systems in five typologically different language groups,
while chapters in Part 4 deal with wider perspectives on
modality and mood: diachrony, areality, first language
acquisition, and sign language. Finally, Part 5 looks at
how modality and mood are handled in different
theoretical approaches: formal syntax, functional
linguistics, cognitive linguistics and construction
grammar, and formal semantics.
The burgeoning of research on signed language during
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the last two decades has had a major influence on
several disciplines concerned with mind and language,
including linguistics, neuroscience, cognitive psychology,
child language acquisition, sociolinguistics, bilingualism,
and deaf education. The genealogy of this research can
be traced to a remarkable degree to a single pair of
scholars, Ursula Bellugi and Edward Klima, who have
conducted their research on signed language and
educated scores of scholars in the field since the early
1970s. The Signs of Language Revisited has three major
objectives: * presenting the latest findings and theories of
leading scientists in numerous specialties from language
acquisition in children to literacy and deaf people; *
taking stock of the distance scholarship has come in a
given field, where we are now, and where we should be
headed; and * acknowledging and articulating the
intellectual debt of the authors to Bellugi and Klima--in
some cases through personal reminiscences. Thus, this
book is also a document in the sociology and history of
science.
Phonetics and Phonology, Volume 3: Current Issues in
ASL Phonology deals with theoretical issues in the
phonology of ASL (American Sign Language), the signed
language of the American Deaf. These issues range
from the overall architecture of phonological theory to
particular proposals such as the nature of syllables and
the reality of underlying "dynamic" or "contour" elements.
The seemingly universal preference, CV (consonantvowel) as opposed to VC (vowel-consonant) syllable
structure, is also discussed. Comprised of 14 chapters,
this volume begins with some general background on
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ASL and on the community in which it is used. It then
looks at secondary licensing and the nature of
constraints on the non-dominant hand in ASL;
underspecification in ASL handshape contours; and the
nature of ASL and the development of ASL linguistics.
The applicability of the notion of "phonology" to a signed
language and the sort of questions that can be explored
about the parallelisms between signed and spoken
linguistic systems are also considered. Later chapters
focus on the linearization of phonological tiers in ASL;
phonological segmentation in sign and speech; two
models of segmentation in ASL; and sonority and
syllable structure in ASL. The book also examines
phrase-level prosody in ASL before concluding with an
analysis of linguistic expression and its relation to
modality. This monograph will appeal to phonologists
who work on both signed and spoken languages, and to
other cognitive scientists interested in the nature of
abstract articulatory representations in human language.
As sign language linguistics has become an important
and prodigious field of research in the last few decades,
it comes as no surprise that the repertoire of
methodological approaches to the study of the
communication of the Deaf has also expanded
considerably. While earlier work on sign languages was
often focused on providing arguments for them being fullfledged linguistic systems, current debates do no longer
center on whether visual-spatial grammars are worth
being researched, but on how this type of research
should be conducted. This book contains a selection of
papers that could be thought of as a good representative
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sample of current trends in formal approaches to the
study of sign language syntax. It illustrates how
generative research on the communication of the Deaf
may contribute to our understanding of the syntax of
natural languages in general and indicates to what extent
it is possible to integrate advances in the analysis of
visual-spatial grammar with current spoken language
research. Originally published in Sign Language &
Linguistics 16:2 (2013).
This is the first British textbook dealing solely with sign
linguistics.
For more than a quarter of a century, Ildefonso, a Mexican
Indian, lived in total isolation, set apart from the rest of the
world. He wasn't a political prisoner or a social recluse, he
was simply born deaf and had never been taught even the
most basic language. Susan Schaller, then a twenty-four-yearold graduate student, encountered him in a class for the deaf
where she had been sent as an interpreter and where he sat
isolated, since he knew no sign language. She found him
obviously intelligent and sharply observant but unable to
communicate, and she felt compelled to bring him to a
comprehension of words. The book vividly conveys the
challenge, the frustrations, and the exhilaration of opening the
mind of a congenitally deaf person to the concept of
language. This second edition includes a new chapter and
afterword.
This textbook investigates the underlying linguistic alterations
that occur when a person moves from one language, English,
to another, American Sign Language. It also serves as a
practical guide for understanding ASL as a communication
system and as a learnable language. The material is
presented in a simple-to-complex sequence with illustrations
and training exercises to facilitate learning. The teaching text
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is divided into two main parts. First, ASL is investigated from
the point of view of how manual language enables a signer to
express ideas or feelings through a visual and gestural
modality. Second, the book concentrates on the grammatical
structure of ASL. The reader learns how signs are modified
by context and how they can become so interrelated that one
sign may affect the composition of another sign within a
sentence. A variety of sentence patterns are presented with a
discussion of how each pattern is influenced by linguistic and
situational constraints.
Explains the basic concepts of language and the structure of
sign language while investigating how the language is used
by different groups within the deaf community.
Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct
summary of major findings in the linguistic study of natural
sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language (ASL),
this book: offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic
grammatical components of phonology, morphology, and
syntax with examples and illustrations; demonstrates how
sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying
degrees of input during early development, including no input
where children create a language of their own; discusses the
contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties
are formed and used, attitudes towards sign languages, and
how language planning affects language use; is accompanied
by e-resources, which host links to video clips. Offering an
engaging and accessible introduction to sign languages, this
book is essential reading for students studying this topic for
the first time with little or no background in linguistics.
The discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf
community is very recent indeed. This book provides a study
of the communication and culture of deaf people, and
particularly of the deaf community in Britain. The authors'
principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists
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and professionals working with deaf people about the rich
language the deaf have developed for themselves - a
language of movement and space, of the hands and of the
eyes, of abstract communication as well as iconic story
telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues
surrounding the language acquisition of deaf children (BSL)
follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come
into existence, change over time and alter their meanings,
and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine
sign language learning from a psychological perspective and
other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a
consideration of the applications of sign language research,
particularly in the contentious field of education. There is still
much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf
community, but the authors have succeeded in providing an
extensive framework on which other researchers can build,
from which professionals can develop a coherent practice for
their work with deaf people, and from which hearing parents
of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their
children's world.
This book focuses on how sign language ideologies
influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative
practices. Sign languages are minority languages using the
visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are
very different from those of spoken languages using the
auditory-oral modality.
Sample Text
New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new
DVD now available; ISBN 1-56368-283-4
Completely reorganized to reflect the growing intricacy of the
study of ASL linguistics, the 5th edition presents 26 units in
seven parts, including new sections on Black ASL and new
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sign demonstrations in the DVD.
How children acquire a sign language and the stages of sign
language development are extremely important topics in sign
linguistics and deaf education, with studies in this field
enabling assessment of an individual child’s communicative
skills in comparison to others. In order to do research in this
area it is important to use the right methodological tools. The
contributions to this volume address issues covering the
basics of doing sign acquisition research, the use of
assessment tools, problems of transcription, analyzing
narratives and carrying out interaction studies. It serves as an
ideal reference source for any researcher or student of sign
languages who is planning to do such work. This volume was
originally published as a Special Issue of Sign Language &
Linguistics 8:1/2 (2005)
The uses and practices of sign languages are strongly related
to scientific research on sign languages and vice versa.
Conversely, sign linguistics cannot be separated from Deaf
community practices, including practices in education and
interpretation. Therefore, the current volume brings together
work on sign language interpreting, the use of spoken and
sign language with deaf children with cochlear implants and
early language development in children exposed to both a
spoken and sign language, and reports on recent research on
aspects of sign language structure. It also includes papers
addressing methodological issues in sign language research.
The book presents papers by "more seasoned" researchers
and "new kids on the block", as well as papers in which the
two collaborate. The contributions will be of interest to all
those interested in linguistics, sociolinguistics, cultural
studies, interpreting and education. It will have particular
relevance to those interested in sign linguistics,
sociolinguistics of deaf communities, Deaf studies, Deaf
culture, sign language interpretation, sign language teaching,
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and (spoken/signed) bilingualism. Given the scarcity of
literature on "Deaf studies", the book will also appeal widely
beyond the traditional academic milieu. As a result, it has
relevance for those teaching and learning sign languages, for
professional and student interpreters and for teachers of the
deaf.
In addition to the hands, sign languages make extensive use
of nonmanual articulators such as the body, head, and face to
convey linguistic information. This collected volume focuses
on the forms and functions of nonmanuals in sign languages.
The articles discuss various aspects of specific nonmanual
markers in different sign languages and enhance the fact that
nonmanuals are an essential part of sign language grammar.
Approaching the topic from empirical, theoretical, and
computational perspectives, the book is of special interest to
sign language researchers, typologists, and theoretical as
well as computational linguists that are curious about
language and modality. The articles investigate phenomena
such as mouth gestures, agreement, negation, topicalization,
and semantic operators, and discuss general topics such as
language and modality, simultaneity, computer animation,
and the interfaces between syntax, semantics, and
prosody.Originally published in Sign Language & Linguistics
14:1 (2011)
This 2006 study compares sign languages with spoken
languages, in order to seek their shared universal properties.
The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it
accompanies, and also provides ASL stories, poems and
dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented
three times to allow the student to "converse with" each
signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of sign
language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses
on the use of three basic types of sentences, four verb
inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using
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sign language. The teacher's text on curriculum and methods
gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language and
Structured activities for classroom use.
Definition is a basic activity of language, of particular
importance to linguists because of its use of language to
describe itself. Beyond this inherent significance as a crucial
element of language study, definitions also provide a rich
potential source of the information needed for Natural
Language Processing systems. This book describes an
investigation of the subset of general language used in
definition sentences and the development of a taxonomy of
definition types, a grammar of definition sentences and
parsing software which can extract their functional
components. The work is based on definition sentences used
in one of the dictionaries from the Cobuild range, and the
book includes a brief history of the development of
monolingual English dictionaries, an assessment of the
concepts of sublanguages and local grammars and a full
exploration of the results of the analysis and of the present
and future applications of the taxonomy, grammar and parser.
This new volume discusses the prosodic features of spoken
and signed languages that indicate rhythm, stress, and
phrase length as conveyors of emotion in conjunction with
Nicodemus's groundbreaking research on prosodic markers
in ASL.

This volume provides a complete description of ASL
variation. People from varying regions and backgrounds
have different ways of saying the same thing. For
example, in English some people say "test," while others
say "tes'," dropping the final "t." Noted scholars Ceil
Lucas, Robert Bayley, and Clayton Valli led a team of
exceptional researchers in applying techniques for
analyzing spoken language variation to ASL. Their
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observations at the phonological, lexical, morphological,
and syntactic levels demonstrate that ASL variation
correlates with many of the same driving social factors of
spoken languages, including age, socioeconomic class,
gender, ethnic background, region, and sexual
orientation. Internal constraints that mandate variant
choices for spoken languages have been compared to
ASL as well, with intriguing results.
Landmark study on the role of gestures in relation to
speech and thought.
The standard introduction on ASL structure, now
expanded with more information on linguistic
fundamentals.
Published in 1989, Recent Perspectives on American
Sign Language is a valuable contribution to the field of
Cognitive Psychology.
Featuring a completely revised section on morphology
and syntax, 18 new and updated readings, and new
homework assignments based on the accompanying
DVD, the fourth edition of Linguistics of American Sign
Language expands its purview as the standard
introduction to ASL linguistics available today." "Updated
references and expanded readings delineate all the
fundamental linguistic concepts, including phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and language use. The
fourth edition also provides new homework assignments
that correspond to the ASL stories signed on the course
DVD enclosed with this new volume.
This paperback edition, accompanied by the
supplemental video content available on the Gallaudet
University Press YouTube channel, presents the first
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empirical study that verifies Black ASL as a distinct
variety of American Sign Language. This volume
includes an updated foreword, a new preface that
reflects on the impact of this research, and an extended
list of references and resources on Black ASL.
Documents life in a remote Bedouin village in Israel
whose residents communicate through a unique method
of sign language used by both hearing and non-hearing
citizens, in an account that offers insight into the
relationship between language and the human mind.
Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
This book provides an up-to-date overview of the main
areas of the sociolinguistics of sign languages.

This book defines the notion of applied sign
linguistics by drawing on data from projects that
have explored sign language in action in various
domains. The book gives professionals working with
sign languages, signed language teachers and
students, research students and their supervisors,
authoritative access to current ideas and practice.
Recent research on the syntax of signed languages
has revealed that, apart from some modality-specific
differences, signed languages are organized
according to the same underlying principles as
spoken languages. This book addresses the
organization and distribution of functional categories
in American Sign Language (ASL), focusing on
tense, agreement, and wh-constructions. Signed
languages provide illuminating evidence about
functional projections of a kind unavailable in the
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study of spoken languages. Along with manual
signing, crucial information is expressed by specific
movements of the face and upper body. The authors
argue that such nonmanual markings are often direct
expressions of abstract syntactic features. The
distribution and intensity of these markings provide
information about the location of functional heads
and the boundaries of functional projections. The
authors show how evidence from ASL is useful for
evaluating a number of recent theoretical proposals
on, among other things, the status of syntactic
agreement projections and constraints on phrase
structure and the directionality of movement.
Research Methods in Sign Language Studies is a
landmark work on sign language research, which
spans the fields of linguistics, experimental and
developmental psychology, brain research, and
language assessment. Examines a broad range of
topics, including ethical and political issues, key
methodologies, and the collection of linguistic,
cognitive, neuroscientific, and neuropsychological
data Provides tips and recommendations to improve
research quality at all levels and encourages readers
to approach the field from the perspective of diversity
rather than disability Incorporates research on sign
languages from Europe, Asia, North and South
America, and Africa Brings together top researchers
on the subject from around the world, including many
who are themselves deaf
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The book is a unique collection of research on sign
languages that have emerged in rural communities
with a high incidence of, often hereditary, deafness.
These sign languages represent the latest addition
to the comparative investigation of languages in the
gestural modality, and the book is the first
compilation of a substantial number of different
"village sign languages". Written by leading experts
in the field, the volume uniquely combines
anthropological and linguistic insights, looking at
both the social dynamics and the linguistic structures
in these village communities. The book includes
primary data from eleven different signing
communities across the world, including results from
Jamaica, India, Turkey, Thailand, and Bali. All known
village sign languages are endangered, usually
because of pressure from larger urban sign
languages, and some have died out already.
Ironically, it is often the success of the larger sign
language communities in urban centres, their
recognition and subsequent spread, which leads to
the endangerment of these small minority sign
languages. The book addresses this specific type of
language endangerment, documentation strategies,
and other ethical issues pertaining to these sign
languages on the basis of first-hand experiences by
Deaf fieldworkers.
How different are sign languages across the world?
Are individual signs and signed sentences
Page 14/16

Read PDF Linguistics Of American Sign
Language Text 3rd Edition An Introduction
constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a
conversation in a sign language? How do children
and adults learn a sign language? How are sign
languages processed in the brain? These questions
and many more are addressed in this introductory
book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are
also made with spoken languages. This book can be
used as a self-study book or as a text book for
students of sign linguistics. Each chapter concludes
with a summary, some test-yourself questions and
assignments, as well as a list of recommended texts
for further reading. The book is accompanied by a
website containing assignments, video clips and
links to web resources.
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE American Sign
Language (ASL) is the visual-gestural language
used by most of the deaf community in the United
States and parts of Canada. On the surface, this
language (as all signed languages) seems radically
different from the spoken languages which have
been used to formulate theories of linguistic princi
ples and parameters. However, the position taken in
this book is that when the surface effects of modality
are stripped away, ASL will be seen to follow many
of the patterns proposed as universals for human
language. If these theoretical constructs are meant
to hold for language in general, then they should
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hold for natural human language in any modality;
and ifASL is such a natural human language, then it
too must be accounted for by any adequate theory of
Universal Grammar. For this rea son, the study of
ASL can be vital for proposed theories of Universal
Grammar. Recent work in several theoretical
frameworks of syntax as well as phonology have
argued that indeed, ASL is such a lan guage. I will
assume then, that principles of Universal Gram mar,
and principles that derive from it, are applicable to
ASL, and in fact that ASL can serve as one of the
languages which test Universal Grammar. There is
an important distinction to be drawn, however, be
tween what is called here 'American Sign Language',
and other forms of manual communication.
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