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The writer whom Vasily Grossman loved most of all was Anton Chekhov. Grossman’s own short stories are no less accomplished
than his novels, and they are remarkably varied. “The Dog” is about the first living creature to be sent into space and then
returned to Earth. “The Road,” an account of the war from a mule in an Italian artillery regiment, can be read as a 4,000-word
distillation of Life and Fate. “Mother” is based on a true story about an orphaned girl who was adopted by Nikolay Yezhov (head of
the NKVD at the height of the Great Terror) and his wife; it includes brief portraits of Stalin and several important Soviet writers
and politicians—all of them as seen through the eyes of the little girl or of her honest but uncomprehending peasant nanny. As well
as a dozen stories—from “In the Town of Berdichev” (Grossman’s first published success) to “In Kislovodsk” (the last story he
wrote)—this volume includes an unusual article about the life of a Moscow cemetery. It also contains two letters Grossman wrote to
his mother, after her death at the hands of the Nazis, and the complete text of “The Hell of Treblinka,” one of the very first, and
still among the most powerful, accounts of a Nazi death camp.
At Dupont University, an innocent college freshman named Charlotte Simmons learns that her intellect alone will not help her
survive.
When the Germans invaded Russia in 1941, Vasily Grossman became a special correspondent for the Red Star, the Soviet
Army's newspaper, and reported from the frontlines of the war. A Writer at War depicts in vivid detail the crushing conditions on the
Eastern Front, and the lives and deaths of soldiers and civilians alike. Witnessing some of the most savage fighting of the war,
Grossman saw firsthand the repeated early defeats of the Red Army, the brutal street fighting in Stalingrad, the Battle of Kursk (the
largest tank engagement in history), the defense of Moscow, the battles in Ukraine, the atrocities at Treblinka, and much more.
Antony Beevor and Luba Vinogradova have taken Grossman's raw notebooks, and fashioned them into a gripping narrative
providing one of the most even-handed descriptions --at once unflinching and sensitive -- we have ever had of what Grossman
called “the ruthless truth of war.”
WINNER OF THE 1970 BOOKER PRIZE 'And so at the Majestic everything returned to the way it had been before. The gleaming
tiles became dulled. Sofas as sleek as prize cattle lost their glow.' 1919, the Majestic Hotel in Kinalough, Ireland. Haunted war
veteran Major Brendan Archer arrives to marry Angela Spencer, daughter of the house. But his fiancée is strangely altered, and
her family's fortunes have suffered a spectacular decline. The hotel's hundreds of rooms are disintegrating; its few remaining
guests thrive on rumours and games of whist; herds of cats have taken over the Imperial Bar; bamboo shoots threaten the
foundations; and piglets frolic in the squash court. And outside the order of the British Empire totters, as the violence of 'the
troubles' mounts. 'A work of genius' Guardian
A book judged so dangerous in the Soviet Union that not only the manuscript but the ribbons on which it had been typed were
confiscated by the state, Life and Fate is an epic tale of World War II and a profound reckoning with the dark forces that dominated
the twentieth century. Interweaving a transfixing account of the battle of Stalingrad with the story of a single middle-class family,
the Shaposhnikovs, scattered by fortune from Germany to Siberia, Vasily Grossman fashions an immense, intricately detailed
tapestry depicting a time of almost unimaginable horror and even stranger hope. Life and Fate juxtaposes bedrooms and snipers’
nests, scientific laboratories and the Gulag, taking us deep into the hearts and minds of characters ranging from a boy on his way
to the gas chambers to Hitler and Stalin themselves. This novel of unsparing realism and visionary moral intensity is one of the
supreme achievements of modern Russian literature.
A New York Review Books Original Everything Flows is Vasily Grossman’s final testament, written after the Soviet authorities
suppressed his masterpiece, Life and Fate. The main story is simple: released after thirty years in the Soviet camps, Ivan
Grigoryevich must struggle to find a place for himself in an unfamiliar world. But in a novel that seeks to take in the whole tragedy
of Soviet history, Ivan’s story is only one among many. Thus we also hear about Ivan’s cousin, Nikolay, a scientist who never let
his conscience interfere with his career, and Pinegin, the informer who got Ivan sent to the camps. Then a brilliant short play
interrupts the narrative: a series of informers steps forward, each making excuses for the inexcusable things that he
did—inexcusable and yet, the informers plead, in Stalinist Russia understandable, almost unavoidable. And at the core of the book,
we find the story of Anna Sergeyevna, Ivan’s lover, who tells about her eager involvement as an activist in the Terror famine of
1932–33, which led to the deaths of three to five million Ukrainian peasants. Here Everything Flows attains an unbearable lucidity
comparable to the last cantos of Dante’s Inferno.
The members of a single family--Boris Aleksandrovich, a well-meaning bureaucrat; his daughter Natasha; and Irina--are all tested
by the horrors and hardships of war during the siege of Leningrad during World War II, in a profound story of love, courage,
survival, despair, and the triumph of the human spirit. Reader's Guide available. Original. 15,000 first printing.
An accessible introduction to the classics of Jewish literature, from the Bible to modern times, by "one of America’s finest literary
critics" (Wall Street Journal). Jews have long embraced their identity as “the people of the book.” But outside of the Bible, much of
the Jewish literary tradition remains little known to nonspecialist readers. The People and the Books shows how central questions
and themes of our history and culture are reflected in the Jewish literary canon: the nature of God, the right way to understand the
Bible, the relationship of the Jews to their Promised Land, and the challenges of living as a minority in Diaspora. Adam Kirsch
explores eighteen classic texts, including the biblical books of Deuteronomy and Esther, the philosophy of Maimonides, the
autobiography of the medieval businesswoman Glückel of Hameln, and the Zionist manifestoes of Theodor Herzl. From the Jews
of Roman Egypt to the mystical devotees of Hasidism in Eastern Europe, The People and the Books brings the treasures of
Jewish literature to life and offers new ways to think about their enduring power and influence.
The Complete Black Book of Russian Jewryis a collection of eyewitness testimonies, letters, diaries, affidavits, and other
documents on the activities of the Nazis against Jews in the camps, ghettoes, and towns of Eastern Europe. Arguably, the only apt
comparism is to The Gulag Archipelago of Alexander Solzhenitsyn. This definitive edition of The Black Book, including for the first
time materials omitted from previous editions, is a major addition to the literature on the Holocaust. It will be of particular interest to
students, teachers, and scholars of the Holocaust and those interested in the history of Europe. By the end of 1942, 1.4 million
Jews had been killed by the Einsatzgruppen that followed the German army eastward; by the end of the war, nearly two million
had been murdered in Russia and Eastern Europe. Of the six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust, about one-third fell in
the territories of the USSR. The single most important text documenting that slaughter is The Black Book, compiled by two
renowned Russian authors Ilya Ehrenburg and Vasily Grossman. Until now, The Black Book was only available in English in
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truncated editions. Because of its profound significance, this new and definitive English translation of The Complete Black Book of
Russian Jewry is a major literary and intellectual event. From the time of the outbreak of the war, Ehrenburg and Grossman
collected the eyewitness testimonies that went into The Black Book. As early as 1943 they were planning its publication; the first
edition appeared in 1944. During the years immediately after the war, Grossman assisted Ehrenburg in compiling additional
materials for a second edition, which appeared in 1946 (in English as well as Russian). Since the fall of the Soviet regime, Irina
Ehrenburg, the daughter of Ilya Ehrenburg, has recovered the lost portions of the manuscript sent to Yad Vashem. The texts
recove
The novel tells the story of Ivan Grigoryevich, who has returned to Russia after thirty years in the Gulag. After short and
unsatisfying visits to familiar places and persons in Moscow and Leningrad, the hero settles in a southern provincial town where he
briefly establishes a new life with a war widow. Ivan Grigoryevich eventually returns to his boyhood home on the Black Sea, where
he is finally able to come to terms with the inhumanity of the new Russian regime.
Suppressed by the KGB, Life and Fate is a rich and vivid account of what the Second World War meant to the Soviet Union. On its
completion in 1960, Life and Fate was suppressed by the KGB. Twenty years later, the novel was smuggled out of the Soviet
Union on microfilm. At the centre of this epic novel looms the battle of Stalingrad. Within a world torn apart by ideological tyranny
and war, Grossman’s characters must work out their destinies. Chief among these are the members of the Shaposhnikov family –
Lyudmila, a mother destroyed by grief for her dead son; Viktor, her scientist-husband who falls victim to anti-semitism; and
Yevgenia, forced to choose between her love for the courageous tank-commander Novikov and her duty to her former husband.
Life and Fate is one of the great Russian novels of the 20th century, and the richest and most vivid account there is of what the
Second World War meant to the Soviet Union.
THE ORIGINAL TRANSLATION BY ROBERT CHANDLER, UPDATED AND REVISED The twentieth century War and Peace, a
broad portrait of an age and a searing vision of Stalinist Russia, Life and Fate is also the story of a family, the Shaposhnikovs,
whose lives in the army, the gulag, a physics institute, a power station and a concentration camp are stunningly evoked, from their
darkest to their most poetic moments. Judged so dangerous by the Soviet authorities that the manuscript was immediately
confiscated when completed in 1960, Grossman's masterpiece was finally smuggled into the West and published in 1980. The
Vintage Classic Russians Series- Published for the 100th anniversary of the 1917 Russian Revolution, these are must-have,
beautifully designed editions of six epic masterpieces that have survived controversy, censorship and suppression to influence
decades of thought and artistic expression.
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER OF THE PEN/FAULKNER AWARD NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER In 1864, Union general William Tecumseh Sherman marched his sixty thousand troops through Georgia to
the sea, and then up into the Carolinas. The army fought off Confederate forces, demolished cities, and accumulated a bornealong population of freed blacks and white refugees until all that remained was the dangerous transient life of the dispossessed
and the triumphant. In E. L. Doctorow’s hands the great march becomes a floating world, a nomadic consciousness, and an
unforgettable reading experience with awesome relevance to our own times.
The compelling tale of Rima, a strange, birdlike girl of the jungle, and Abel, the European explorer who falls in love with her. Richly
colored narrative, steeped in mystery and romance.
Shortlisted for the 2021 International Booker Prize A fictional examination of the lives of real-life scientists and thinkers whose
discoveries resulted in moral consequences beyond their imagining. When We Cease to Understand the World is a book about the
complicated links between scientific and mathematical discovery, madness, and destruction. Fritz Haber, Alexander Grothendieck,
Werner Heisenberg, Erwin Schrödinger—these are some of luminaries into whose troubled lives Benjamín Labatut thrusts the
reader, showing us how they grappled with the most profound questions of existence. They have strokes of unparalleled genius,
alienate friends and lovers, descend into isolation and insanity. Some of their discoveries reshape human life for the better; others
pave the way to chaos and unimaginable suffering. The lines are never clear. At a breakneck pace and with a wealth of disturbing
detail, Labatut uses the imaginative resources of fiction to tell the stories of the scientists and mathematicians who expanded our
notions of the possible.
The definitive biography of Soviet Jewish dissident writer Vasily Grossman If Vasily Grossman’s 1961 masterpiece, Life and Fate,
had been published during his lifetime, it would have reached the world together with Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago and before
Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag. But Life and Fate was seized by the KGB. When it emerged posthumously, decades later, it was
recognized as the War and Peace of the twentieth century. Always at the epicenter of events, Grossman (1905–1964) was among
the first to describe the Holocaust and the Ukrainian famine. His 1944 article “The Hell of Treblinka” became evidence at
Nuremberg. Grossman’s powerful anti?totalitarian works liken the Nazis’ crimes against humanity with those of Stalin. His
compassionate prose has the everlasting quality of great art. Because Grossman’s major works appeared after much delay we
are only now able to examine them properly. Alexandra Popoff’s authoritative biography illuminates Grossman’s life and legacy.
“A beautiful, dream-like, unsettling narrative in which every word, like a small jewel, feels carefully chosen, considered and placed.
Rarely do debut novels come as assured and impressive as this one.” —Sarah Waters, New York Times bestselling author of The
Paying Guests Elegant, sinister and psychologically complex, After Me Comes the Flood is the haunting debut novel by the
bestselling author of The Essex Serpent and Melmoth. One hot summer’s day, John Cole decides to shut his bookshop early, and
possibly forever, and drives out of London to see his brother. When his car breaks down on an isolated road, he goes looking for
help and finds a dilapidated house. As he approaches, a laughing woman he’s never seen before walks out, addresses him by
name and explains she’s been waiting for him. Entering the home, John discovers an enigmatic clan of residents all of whom
seem to know who he is, and also claim they have been awaiting him arrival. They seem to be waiting for something else,
too—something final… Written before Sarah Perry’s ascension to an internationally bestselling author, After Me Comes the Flood is
a spectacular novel of obsession, conviction and providence.
Alexei Tolstoy’s writing is primarily focused on the personalities and destinies of his characters caught in the turmoil of historical
events. His trilogy The Ordeal traces the development of the Russian society during the critical years of WWI, the 1917 revolution
and the civil war. Covering one of the most intense periods in the history of the Russian state, this trilogy portrays the dramatic
nature of social struggle, spiritual evolution of its heroes and the crucial changes happening in the country. The basic focus of the
novel is the search for personal happiness by its main characters - Dasha, Katya, Telegin, and Roschin - during the violent and
tragic events of the First World War and the revolution. revolution. In the process, traditional way of living is destroyed and beliefs
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of many people are changed. The trilogy is filled with sharp life-and-death conflicts, dramatic struggles and collisions, deep crises
in both public life and the destiny and psychology of individual characters.
"It is the writer's duty to tell the terrible truth, and it is a reader's civic duty to learn this truth. To turn away, to close one's eyes and
walk past is to insult the memory of those who have perished." Vasily Grossman, an official journalist with the Red Army and one
of the first Russians to enter the Treblinka death camp, struggles to comprehend the barbarity and the inhuman atrocities
committed by the Nazis. An excellent journalist, he presents the facts as reported to him by the survivors and the captured Nazis.
As he writes it is "a story so unreal that it seems like the product of insanity and delirium".
Follows the lives and fortunes of members of the Gradov family of Moscow through the turbulent years of 1928 to 1945, through
Stalin's rise in the 1930s and the terror of World War II. Reprint.
From the reign of the Tsars in the early 19th century to the collapse of the Soviet Union and beyond, the short story has long
occupied a central place in Russian culture. Included are pieces from many of the acknowledged masters of Russian literature including Pushkin, Turgenev, Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, and Solzhenitsyn - alongside tales by long-suppressed figures such as the
subversive Kryzhanowsky and the surrealist Shalamov. Whether written in reaction to the cruelty of the bourgeoisie, the
bureaucracy of communism or the torture of the prison camps, they offer a wonderfully wide-ranging and exciting representation of
one of the most vital and enduring forms of Russian literature.
This series focuses on the Jewish textual tradition as well as the ways it evolves in response to new intellectual, historical, social
and political contexts. Fostering dialogue between literary, philosophical, political and religious perspectives, this series, which
consists of original scholarship and proceedings of international conferences, reflects contemporary concerns of Jewish Studies in
the broadest sense.
Edited and translated from the Russian by Antony Beevor and Luba Vinogradova Knopf Canada is proud to present a masterpiece
of the Second World War, never before published in English, from one of the great Russian writers of the 20th century – a vivid
eyewitness account of the Eastern Front and “the ruthless truth of war.” When the Germans invaded Russia in 1941, Vasily
Grossman became a special correspondent for the Red Star, the Red Army’s newspaper. A Writer at War – based on the
notebooks in which Grossman gathered raw material for his articles – depicts the crushing conditions on the Eastern Front, and
the lives and deaths of soldiers and civilians alike. It also includes some of the earliest reportage on the Holocaust. In the three
years he spent on assignment, Grossman witnessed some of the most savage fighting of the war: the appalling defeats of the Red
Army, the brutal street fighting in Stalingrad, the Battle of Kursk (the largest tank engagement in history), the defense of Moscow,
the battles in Ukraine and much more. Historian Antony Beevor has taken Grossman’s raw notebooks, and fashioned them into a
narrative providing one of the most even-handed descriptions – at once unflinching and sensitive – we have ever had of what he
called “the ruthless truth of war.”
An enthralling story of revolution, idealism, and a savage struggle for utopia by one of China's greatest living novelists. In 1898
reformist intellectuals in China persuaded the young emperor that it was time to transform his sclerotic empire into a prosperous
modern state. The Hundred Days’ Reform that followed was a moment of unprecedented change and extraordinary hope—brought
to an abrupt end by a bloody military coup. Dashed expectations would contribute to the revolutionary turn that Chinese history
would soon take, leading in time to the deaths of millions. Peach Blossom Paradise, set at the time of the reform, is the story of
Xiumi, the daughter of a wealthy landowner and former government official who falls prey to insanity and disappears. Days later, a
man with a gold cicada in his pocket turns up at his estate and is inexplicably welcomed as a relative. This mysterious man has a
great vision of reforging China as an egalitarian utopia, and he will stop at nothing to make it real. It is his own plans, however,
which come to nothing, and his “little sister” Xiumi is left to take up arms against a Confucian world in which women are chattel.
Her campaign for change and her struggle to seize control over her own body are continually threatened by the violent whims of
men who claim to be building paradise.
1919–1920: St. Petersburg, city of the czars, has fallen to the Revolution. Camped out in the splendid palaces of the former
regime, the city’s new masters seek to cement their control, even as the counterrevolutionary White Army regroups. Conquered
City, Victor Serge’s most unrelenting narrative, is structured like a detective story, one in which the new political regime tracks
down and eliminates its enemies—the spies, speculators, and traitors hidden among the mass of common people. Conquered City
is about terror: the Red Terror and the White Terror. But mainly about the Red, the Communists who have dared to pick up the
weapons of power—police, guns, jails, spies, treachery—in the doomed gamble that by wielding them righteously, they can put an
end to the need for terror, perhaps forever. Conquered City is their tragedy and testament.
An eyewitness account of the campaigns of the Eastern Front during World War II draws on the firsthand reporting of a special
correspondent for The Red Star, the Red Army's newspaper, documenting the savage battles, the siege of Stalingrad, the great
tank battle of Kursk, the defense of Moscow, and early revelations about the Holocaust. Reprint. 17,500 first printing.
The Road rings together short stories, journalism, essays, and letters by Vasily Grossman, the author of Life and Fate, providing
new insight into the life and work of this extraordinary writer. The stories range from Grossman’s first success, “In the Town of
Berdichev,” a piercing reckoning with the cost of war, to such haunting later works as “Mama,” based on the life of a girl who was
adopted at the height of the Great Terror by the head of the NKVD and packed off to an orphanage after her father’s downfall. The
girl grows up struggling with the discovery that the parents she cherishes in memory are part of a collective nightmare that
everyone else wishes to forget. The Road also includes the complete text of Grossman’s harrowing report from Treblinka, one of
the first anatomies of the workings of a death camp; “The Sistine Madonna,” a reflection on art and atrocity; as well as two
heartbreaking letters that Grossman wrote to his mother after her death at the hands of the Nazis and carried with him for the rest
of his life. Meticulously edited and presented by Robert Chandler, The Road allows us to see one of the great figures of twentiethcentury literature discovering his calling both as a writer and as a man.
Leon Aron considers the “mystery of the Soviet collapse” and finds answers in the intellectual and moral self-scrutiny of glasnost
that brought about a profound shift in values. Reviewing the entire output of the key glasnost outlets in 1987-1991, he elucidates
and documents key themes in this national soul-searching and the “ultimate” questions that sparked moral awakening of a great
nation: “Who are we? How do we live honorably? What is a dignified relationship between man and state? How do we atone for
the moral breakdown of Stalinism?” Contributing both to the theory of revolutions and history of ideas, Aron presents a thorough
and original narrative about new ideas’ dissemination through the various media of the former Soviet Union. Aron shows how,
reaching every corner of the nation, these ideas destroyed the moral foundation of the Soviet state, de-legitimized it and made its
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collapse inevitable.
TRANSLATED BY RICHARD PEVEAR AND LARISSA VOLOKHONSKY Consumed by the idea of his own special destiny,
immured in poverty and deprivation, Rashkolnikov is drawn to commit a terrible crime. In the aftermath, Rashkolnikov is dogged by
madness, guilt and a calculating detective, and a feverish cat-and-mouse game unfolds. The only hope for redemption, if
Rashkolnikov can but recognise it, lies in the virtuous and faithful Sonya. The Vintage Classic Russians Series- Published for the
100th anniversary of the 1917 Russian Revolution, these are must-have, beautifully designed editions of six epic masterpieces
that have survived controversy, censorship and suppression to influence decades of thought and artistic expression.
'Life and Fate' by Vasily Grossman is an epic story of Russia's involvement in the Second World War and has been ranked
alongside Tolstoy's 'War and Peace'. At over 800 pages it is also a very long novel and the present work, 'Kindness and the
Individual', is an attempt to distil the essence of 'Life and Fate' in the hope that this will encourage others to read Grossman's great
novel. We need to remember the events to which he bears witness and this text is offered as an incentive to that end and as a
reminder of the importance of kindness in human affairs. A retired history teacher, David Conduct now lives in Durham where he
taught for over 20 years. A graduate of the universities of Hull, London, Warwick and Leicester, his main academic interest lies in
the history of ideas. This is his seventh book. When not writing he can be found busking on YouTube at www.durhambusker.com
Vasily Grossman (1905–1964) was a successful Soviet author and journalist, but he is more often recognized in the West as
Russian literature's leading dissident. How do we account for this paradox? In the first collection of essays to explore the Russian
author's life and works in English, leading experts present recent multidisciplinary research on Grossman's experiences, his place
in the history of Russian literature, key themes in his writing, and the wider implications of his life and work in the realms of
philosophy and politics. Born into a Jewish family in Berdychiv, Grossman was initially a supporter of the ideals of the Russian
Revolution and the new Soviet state. During the Second World War, he worked as a correspondent for the Red Army newspaper
and was the first journalist to write about the Nazi extermination camps. As a witness to the daily violence of the Soviet regime,
Grossman became more and more aware of the nature and forms of totalitarian coercion, which gradually alienated him from the
Soviet regime and earned him a reputation for dissidence. A survey of the remarkable accomplishments and legacy left by this
controversial and contradictory figure, Vasily Grossman reveals a writer's power to express freedom even under totalitarianism.
ONE OF NPR'S GREAT READS OF 2014 A modern classic being introduced to the United States for the first time, Tatamkhulu
Afrika's autobiographical novel illuminating the profound and incomparable bonds forged between prisoners of war. Bitter Eden is
based on Tatamkhulu Afrika's own capture in North Africa and his experiences as a prisoner of war during World War II in Italy and
Germany. This frank and beautifully wrought novel deals with three men who must negotiate the emotions that are brought to the
surface by the physical closeness of survival in the male-only camps. The complex rituals of camp life and the strange loyalties
and deep bonds among the men are heartbreakingly depicted. Bitter Eden is a tender, bitter, deeply felt book of lives inexorably
changed, and of a war whose ending does not bring peace.

Now in English for the first time, the prequel to Vasily Grossman's Life and Fate, the War and Peace of the twentieth
Century. In April 1942, Hitler and Mussolini meet in Salzburg where they agree on a renewed assault on the Soviet
Union. Launched in the summer, the campaign soon picks up speed, as the routed Red Army is driven back to the
industrial center of Stalingrad on the banks of the Volga. In the rubble of the bombed-out city, Soviet forces dig in for a
last stand. The story told in Vasily Grossman’s Stalingrad unfolds across the length and breadth of Russia and Europe,
and its characters include mothers and daughters, husbands and brothers, generals, nurses, political activists,
steelworkers, and peasants, along with Hitler and other historical figures. At the heart of the novel is the Shaposhnikov
family. Even as the Germans advance, the matriarch, Alexandra Vladimirovna, refuses to leave Stalingrad. Far from the
front, her eldest daughter, Ludmila, is unhappily married to the Jewish physicist Viktor Shtrum. Viktor’s research may be
of crucial military importance, but he is distracted by thoughts of his mother in the Ukraine, lost behind German lines. In
Stalingrad, published here for the first time in English translation, and in its celebrated sequel, Life and Fate, Grossman
writes with extraordinary power and deep compassion about the disasters of war and the ruthlessness of totalitarianism,
without, however, losing sight of the little things that are the daily currency of human existence or of humanity’s
inextinguishable, saving attachment to nature and life. Grossman’s two-volume masterpiece can now be seen as one of
the supreme accomplishments of twentieth-century literature, tender and fearless, intimate and epic.
An NYRB Classics Original Few writers had to confront as many of the last century’s mass tragedies as Vasily
Grossman, who wrote with terrifying clarity about the Shoah, the Battle of Stalingrad, and the Terror Famine in the
Ukraine. An Armenian Sketchbook, however, shows us a very different Grossman, notable for his tenderness, warmth,
and sense of fun. After the Soviet government confiscated—or, as Grossman always put it, “arrested”—Life and Fate, he
took on the task of revising a literal Russian translation of a long Armenian novel. The novel was of little interest to him,
but he needed money and was evidently glad of an excuse to travel to Armenia. An Armenian Sketchbook is his account
of the two months he spent there. This is by far the most personal and intimate of Grossman’s works, endowed with an
air of absolute spontaneity, as though he is simply chatting to the reader about his impressions of Armenia—its mountains,
its ancient churches, its people—while also examining his own thoughts and moods. A wonderfully human account of
travel to a faraway place, An Armenian Sketchbook also has the vivid appeal of a self-portrait.
“A definitive treatment of one of the Soviet Union’s most significant writers.”—The Russian Review Vasily Grossman
(1905–64), one of the greatest authors of the twentieth century, served for over 1,000 days with the Red Army as a war
correspondent on the Eastern front. He was present during the street-fighting at Stalingrad, and his 1944 report “The Hell
of Treblinka,” was the first eyewitness account of a Nazi death camp. Though he finished the war as a decorated
lieutenant colonel, his epic account of the battle of Stalingrad, Life and Fate, was suppressed by Soviet authorities, and
never published in his lifetime. Declared a non-person, Grossman died in obscurity. Only in 1980, with the posthumous
publication in Switzerland of Life and Fate was his remarkable novel to gain an international reputation. This meticulously
researched biography by John and Carol Garrard uses archival and unpublished sources that only became available
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. A gripping narrative. “Fascinating . . . gives the reader a very clear insight into the
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horrors of the War on the Eastern Front . . . For anyone interested either in WWII or Soviet Communism, this book is a
must.”—R.J. (Dick) Lloyd, author of Three Glorious Years “Grossman is a sufficiently important Soviet cultural figure to
deserve a biography, and through his the Garrards say a good deal about cultural politics, internal repression, and
antisemitism in the Soviet Union.”—Foreign Affairs
Author's first novel takes place in a community in modern America --Back cover.
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