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Introduction United Nations
On a global scale, the central tool for responding to complex security challenges is public
international law. This handbook provides a comprehensive and systematic overview of the
relationship between international law and global security.
United Nations peace operations have undergone multiple transformations over the more than
seventy years of their existence. Multidimensional peace operations have organised elections,
helped deliver humanitarian assistance, advised on army and police reform, and fought rebel
groups. Such operations not only represent a core pillar of the multilateral peace and security
architecture but also fundamentally reshape lives of millions of people around the world. This
volume provides the first comprehensive overview of multiple theoretical perspectives on UN
peace operations. It offers practical examples of how International Relations theories apply to
specific policy issues and simultaneously demonstrates how major debates on UN peace
operations - on civilian protection, local ownership, or gender mainstreaming - benefit from
theoretical exploration. With insightful contributions from a range of international academics,
UN peace operations and International Relations theory is an essential book for scholars,
students, and experts working on peace and security and the broader issue of international
cooperation.
The Charter of the United Nations was signed in 1945 by 51 countries representing all
continents, paving the way for the creation of the United Nations on 24 October 1945. The
Statute of the International Court of Justice forms part of the Charter. The aim of the Charter is
to save humanity from war; to reaffirm human rights and the dignity and worth of the human
Page 1/21

Download Free Introduction United Nations
person; to proclaim the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small; and to
promote the prosperity of all humankind. The Charter is the foundation of international peace
and security.
The United Nations in the 21st Century provides a comprehensive yet accessible introduction
to the United Nations, exploring the historical, institutional, and theoretical foundations of the
UN. This popular text for courses on international organizations and international relations also
discusses the political complexities facing the organization today. Thoroughly revised
throughout, the fifth edition focuses on major trends since 2012, including changing power
dynamics, increasing threats to peace and security, and the growing challenges of climate
change and sustainability. It examines the proliferating public-private partnerships involving the
UN and the debates over reforming the Security Council and the Secretary-General selection
process. This edition also includes new case studies on peacekeeping and the use of force in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Mali, transnational terrorism and the emergence of
ISIS, the Security Council's failure to act in Syria, the Syrian and global refugee/migrant crisis,
and the conclusion of the Millennium Development Goals and framing of the Sustainable
Development Goals.
This volume delivers a history of internationalism at the League of Nations and the United
Nations (UN), with a focus on the period from the 1920s to the 1970s, when the nation-state
ascended to global hegemony as a political formation. Combining global, regional and local
scaes of analysis, the essays presented here provide an interpretation of the two institutions —
and their complex interrelationship — that is planetary in scale but also pioneeringly multi-local.
Our central argument is that although the League and the UN shaped internationalism from the
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centre, they were themselves moulded just as powerfully by internationalisms that welled up
globally, far beyond Geneva and New York City. The contributions are organised into three
broad thematic sections, the first focused on the production of norms, the second on the
development of expertise and the third on the global re-ordering of empire. By showing how
the ruptures and continuities between the two international organisations have shaped the
content and format of what we now refer to as ‘global governance’, the collection
determinedly sets the Cold War and the emergence of the Third World into a single analytical
frame alongside the crisis of empire after World War One and the geopolitics of the Great
Depression. Each of these essays reveals how the League of Nations and the United Nations
provided a global platform for formalising and proliferating political ideas and how the two
institutions generated new spectrums of negotiation and dissidence and re-codified norms. As
an ensemble, the book shows how the League of Nations and the United Nations constructed
and progressively re-fashioned the basic building blocks of international society right across
the twentieth century. Developing the new international history’s view of the League and UN
as dynamic, complex forces, the book demonstrates that both organisations should be
understood to have played an active role, not just in mediating a world of empires and then one
of nation-states, but in forging the many principles and tenets by which international society is
structured.
In August 1941 Churchill and Roosevelt met in a secluded bay off the coast of Newfoundland.
It was the first of their wartime meetings and in many respects the most significant. The
Atlantic Charter, its result, proclaimed the two leaders' vision of a new world order, a set of
principles that would govern international relations with the coming of peace. This remarkable
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collection of essays is the result of an international conference of American, British, and
Canadian scholars held at Memorial University of Newfoundland that marked the 50th
anniversary of the historic meeting. The essays discuss both the Charter's formulation and its
long-term significance, and provide fascinating perspectives on the Second World War and its
aftermath.
THE UNCG is a complicated piece of international law. This book, authored by two experts on
the topic of genocide, enables readers to more accurately analyze these horrific events.
As the world's only truly universal global organization, the United Nations has become the
foremost forum to address issues that transcend national boundaries and cannot be resolved
by any one country acting alone. This authoritative reference provides a comprehensive
introduction and overview of the work of the UN in key areas of international peace and
security, economic and social development, human rights, and humanitarian action.
The United Nations Security Council has primary responsibility for maintaining international
peace and security. In discharging its powers it must act in accordance with the Purposes and
Principles of the UN, and observe the rules governing voting and procedure established in the
Organisation’s Charter. The Council adopts mandatory resolutions that may establish
obligations for members and non-members, and such obligations trump conflicting obligations
originating from any other international agreement. Member States must cooperate with the
Organisation and among themselves, in the implementation of any action prescribed by the
Council against States whose behaviour the Council considers an act of aggression, or a threat
to, or breach of, international peace and security. This book analyses resistance to Security
Council resolutions and puts forward a theory of lawful resistance. Sufyan Droubi takes a
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positivist approach to the UN Charter regarding it as a constitution. Special emphasis is placed
on the construction of the Charter’s meaning through the practice of both organs and
Members of the UN and on the need to enhance the effectiveness of the Organization with due
respect to the rule of law. The book proposes that nonviolent resistance to a mandatory
resolution of the Security Council, on grounds that the latter is incompatible with the Charter or
jus cogens norms, may be considered lawful under the Charter if some elements are present.
In exploring a number of case studies of individual and collective State resistance to
mandatory Council resolutions, the book proposes that resistance may function as a
rudimentary instrument of accountability and protection of the Charter and jus cogens, in the
absence of more mature mechanisms of judicial review. The book will be of excellent use and
interest to scholars and students of constitutional international law and international relations.
The United Nations has been called everything from "the best hope of mankind" to "irrelevant"
and "obsolete." With this much-needed introduction to the UN, Jussi Hanhim?ki engages the
current debate over the organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of
how it was originally conceived, how it has come to its present form, and how it must confront
new challenges in a rapidly changing world. After a brief history of the United Nations and its
predecessor, the League of Nations, the author examines the UN's successes and failures as
a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human rights, as a protector of
international law, and as an engineer of socio-economic development. Hanhim?ki stresses that
the UN's greatest problem has been the impossibly wide gap between its ambitions and
capabilities. In the area of international security, for instance, the UN has to settle conflicts--be
they between or within states--without offending the national sovereignty of its member states,
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and without being sidelined by strong countries, as happened in the 2003 intervention of Iraq.
Hanhim?ki also provides a clear accounting of the UN and its various arms and organizations
(such as UNESCO and UNICEF), and he offers a critical overview of how effective it has been
in the recent crises in Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia, for example--and how likely it is to
meet its overall goals in the future. The United Nations, Hanhim?ki concludes, is an
indispensable organization that has made the world a better place. But it is also a deeply
flawed institution, in need of constant reform. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short
Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of subjects--from
Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and
provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in
question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it has influenced society.
Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all students an
accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems
important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
The civil war, the consequent famine and the collapse of governmental authority in Somalia led
to a United Nations operation in Somalia with no precedent in the history of the Organization.
The United Nations and Somalia, 1992-1996 is a comprehensive account of that experience, in
which the United Nations Operation in Somalia and the Unified Task Force (led by the United
States of America) carried out a broad mandate involving peace-keeping and peacePage 6/21
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enforcement as well as the provision of humanitarian aid, the promotion of national
reconciliation and assistance in rebuilding Somalia's devastated infrastructure and institutions.
This volume includes more than 100 key documents relating to these efforts. An extensive
introduction by Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali and a detailed chronology
complement the texts. The documents reproduced include: Resolutions of the General
Assembly and of the Security Council; Reports, statements and correspondence of the
Secretary-General; Political agreements reached by the Somali parties; International appeals,
plans of action and other materials related to the efforts of teh United Nations and nongovernmental organizations to provide emergency famine relief and humanitarian assistance.
(Adapted from publisher's abstract).
With a fresh look at challenges to the UN in Syria, Iran, Russia, and elsewhere, the second
edition of this successful text highlights new international trends toward global governance,
holistic democracy and human development, and progress on peacebuilding and
counterterrorism. A comprehensive guide to the world body's institutions, procedures, policies,
specialized agencies, historic personalities, initiatives, and involvement in world affairs, The
New United Nations is organized thematically, blending both topical and chronological
explanations making reference to current scholarly terms and theories. New to this edition:
Fully updated chapters and a new Introduction, including discussion of the Paris Climate
Change Agreement, Human Rights Council, and Peacebuilding Commission; New sections on
Special Rapporteurs and Special Procedures, the theory and practice of neoliberalism, the
UN’s endorsement of the "Responsibility to Protect," and Contact Groups; Unique special
section on the student Model United Nations experience; Coverage of the UN’s fifteen-year
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assessment of the Millennium Development Goals and the consequent approval of the
Sustainable Development Goals; and eResources with supportive materials and documents.
The ability of governments and the global community to achieve the Millennium Development
Goals, ensure security and promote adherence to basic standards of human rights depends on
people's trust in their governments. However, public trust in government and political
institutions has been declining in both developing and developed countries in the new
millennium. One of the challenges in promoting trust in government is to engage citizens,
especially marginalized groups and the poor, into the policy process to ensure that governance
is truly representative, participatory and benefits all members of society. Where governance
processes are exclusionary and basic services are not accessible, intrastate conflicts and
violence within the country can negatively impact national and global security and peace.
Weak systems and processes of governance tend to erode trust in government. Within this
context, the issue of how to build trust in government and trust between socio-economic actors
has emerged as an increasingly important issue in both developed and developing economies.
This book seeks to answer many of the questions raised in reference to means of
strengthening trust in government within the Asia-Pacific region. Through analyses of trends
within Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and the Pacific Islands, and specific
innovations and reforms at the country level, the contributors provide perspectives on the
causes of the decline in trust, countries and institutions that have managed to maintain higher
degrees of confidence, and governance innovations and practices that have played an
important role in strengthening trust once it has faltered.
Relating the transformation of the UN from wartime alliance to universal organization, this book
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tells how a presumption came to be entrenched in the UN Charter that any State seeking
admission will be admitted and then considers the implications.

This volume contains the full text of the United Nations Charter and the Statute of
the International Court of Justice, as well as related historical documents. They
are accompanied by ten original essays on the Charter and its legacy by
distinguished scholars and former high-level UN officials. The commentaries
illuminate the early and ongoing roles of the United Nations in responding to
international crises, debates about the UN’s architecture and its reform, and its
role in global governance, climate change, peacekeeping, and development. A
concise and accessible introduction to the UN for students, this collection also
offers important new scholarship that will be of interest to experts.
A review of the first ten years of the world's largest voluntary corporate
responsibility initiative.
The United Nations has been at the forefront of developing the international law
of human rights for nearly seven decades. This volume brings together the
leading research articles on the development of human rights law by the United
Nations and also includes essays on issues relating to standard-setting,
institutional evolution, and the creation of monitoring procedures.
This Handbook provides in one volume an authoritative and independent
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treatment of the UN's seventy-year history, written by an international cast of
more than 50 distinguished scholars, analysts, and practitioners. It provides a
clear and penetrating examination of the UN's development since 1945 and the
challenges and opportunities now facing the organization. It assesses the
implications for the UN of rapid changes in the world - from technological
innovation to shifting foreign policy priorities - and the UN's future place in a
changing multilateral landscape. Citations and additional readings contain a
wealth of primary and secondary references to the history, politics, and law of the
world organization. This key reference also contains appendices of the UN
Charter, the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
This completely revised and updated eighth edition serves as the definitive text
for courses in which the United Nations is either the focus or a central
component. Built around three critical themes in international relations (peace
and security, human rights and humanitarian affairs, and sustainable human
development) the eighth edition of The United Nations and Changing World
Politics guides students through the seven turbulent decades of UN politics. This
new edition is fully revised to incorporate recent developments on the
international stage, including new peace operations in Mali and the Central
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African Republic; ongoing UN efforts to manage the crises in Libya, Syria, and
Iraq; the Iran Nuclear Deal; and the new Sustainable Development Goals. The
authors discuss how international law frames the controversies at the UN and
guides how the UN responds to violence and insecurity, gross violations of
human rights, poverty, underdevelopment, and environmental degradation.
Students of all levels will learn that the UN is a complex organization, comprised
of three interactive entities that cooperate and also compete with each other to
define and advance the UN's principles and purposes.
Examining the involvement of religious NGOs (RNGOs) at the UN, this book
explores whether they polarize political debates at the UN or facilitate agreement
on policy issues. The number of RNGOs engaging with the United Nations (UN)
has grown considerably in recent years: RNGOs maintain relations with various
UN agencies, member-state missions, and other NGOs, and participate in UN
conferences and events. This volume includes both a quantitative overview of
RNGOs at the UN and qualitative analyses of specific policy issues such as
international development, climate change, business and human rights, sexual
and reproductive health and rights, international criminal justice, defamation of
religions, and intercultural dialogue and cooperation. The contributions explore
the factors that explain the RNGOs’ normative positions and actions and
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scrutinise the assumption that religions introduce non-negotiable principles into
political debate and decision-making that inevitably lead to conflict and division.
Presenting original research on RNGOs and issues of global public policy, this
volume will be relevant to both researchers and policy-makers in the fields of
religion and international relations, the United Nations, and non-state actors and
global governance.
This is a clear survey of the role played by the United Nations in the major
political crises of the post-war world. In covering its high-profile, peace-keeping
role, its support of new nations, and its involvement in new initiatives such as
famine relief and drug control, the author presents an introduction to the UN in
action.
Examining the efficacy of U.N. peace efforts, Dr. Ramesh Thakur compares
limited peacekeeping through U.N. authority with more coercive means such as
the Multinational Force (MNF) in Lebanon. He finds that the role of the U.S.-led
MNF coalition cannot be justified in terms of great-power responsibility for
ensuring a stable international order, since the coalition has attempted to
substitute military power for authoritative peacekeeping. When MNF legitimacy
was questioned and authority was challenged, the MNF's use of force in
response to those challenges switched the coalition's role from third-party
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peacekeeper to factional participant. As a result, every successive attempt to
strengthen the MNF mandate has further subordinated the concept of neutral
international peacekeeping to calculated support of national interests. If reasoned
attempts to keep the peace are not to collapse into exercises in national selfinterest, then peacekeeping responsibilities must remain with the U.N., supported
by the great powers: Only the U.N. can provide an authoritative exposition of
values within the context of international society and bestow international
legitimacy upon peacekeeping activities; only the great powers can back the U.N.
with requisite force.
The Oxford Handbook on United Nations Peacekeeping Operations presents an
innovative, authoritative, and accessible examination and critique of the United
Nations peacekeeping operations. Since the late 1940s, but particularly since the
end of the cold war, peacekeeping has been a central part of the core activities of
the United Nations and a major process in global security governance and the
management of international relations in general. The volume will present a
chronological analysis, designed to provide a comprehensive perspective that
highlights the evolution of UN peacekeeping and offers a detailed picture of how
the decisions of UN bureaucrats and national governments on the set-up and
design of particular UN missions were, and remain, influenced by the impact of
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preceding operations. The volume will bring together leading scholars and senior
practitioners in order to provide overviews and analyses of all 65 peacekeeping
operations that have been carried out by the United Nations since 1948. As with
all Oxford Handbooks, the volume will be agenda-setting in importance, providing
the authoritative point of reference for all those working throughout international
relations and beyond.
The very concept of human rights implies governmental accountability. To ensure
that governments are indeed held accountable for their treatment of citizens and
others the United Nations has established a wide range of mechanisms to
monitor compliance, and to seek to prevent as well as respond to violations. The
panoply of implementation measures that the UN has taken since 1945 has
resulted in a diverse and complex set of institutional arrangements, the
effectiveness of which varies widely. Indeed, there is much doubt as to the
effectiveness of much of the UN's human rights efforts but also about what
direction it should take. Inevitable instances of politicization and the hostile, or at
best ambivalent, attitude of most governments, has at times endangered the
fragile progress made on the more technical fronts. At the same time, technical
efforts cannot dispense with the complex politics of actualizing the promise of
human rights at and through the UN. In addition to significant actual and potential
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problems of duplication, overlapping and inconsistent approaches, there are
major problems of under-funding and insufficient expertise. The complexity of
these arrangements and the difficulty in evaluating their impact makes a
comprehensive guide of the type provided here all the more indispensable.
These essays critically examine the functions, procedures, and performance of
each of the major UN organs dealing with human rights, including the Security
Council and the International Court of Justice as well as the more specialized
bodies monitoring the implementation of human rights treaties. Significant
attention is devoted to the considerable efforts at reforming the UN's human
rights machinery, as illustrated most notably by the creation of the Human Rights
Council to replace the Commission on Human Rights. The book also looks at the
relationship between the various bodies and the potential for major reforms and
restructuring.
This work aims to fill a gap in the existing legal literature by presenting a
compact, concise but nevertheless panoramic view of the law of the United
Nations. Today the organisation is at the centre of all multilateral international
relations and impossible to avoid. And of course the UN Charter is a foundational
document without which modern international law cannot be properly understood.
In spite of its importance, this pre-eminent world political organisation is poorly
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understood by the general public, and the extent and variety of its activities is not
widely appreciated. Even lawyers generally possess insufficient knowledge of the
way its legal institutions operate. Assessments of the organisation and
judgements about its achievements are consequently frequently distorted. This
work is aimed especially at remedying these deficiencies in public and legal
understanding, but also at presenting the organisation as a coherent system of
values and integrated action. Thus the book presents an overarching view of the
significance of the UN organisation in general, the history of its origins in the
League of Nations, the aims and principles of the Charter, governmental
agencies, members of the Organisation, the non-use of violence and collective
security, the peaceful settlement of disputes, and the question of amendments to
the Charter. This work will be suitable for students of law and international
relations, as well as scholars and those interested in the work and organisation of
the United Nations.
United Nations peacekeeping constitutes the second largest military deployment
around the world, and the organization's flagship enterprise. Once responsible
simply for the job of observing frontiers and monitoring ceasefire agreements, UN
missions are now frequently charged with the far more daunting task of 'robust'
intervention- penalizing spoilers of peace and protecting civilians from peril.
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Taking Sides in Peacekeeping explores this transformationand its implications
through the first comprehensive conceptual and empirical study of impartiality, a
norm long considered to be the bedrock of UN peacekeeping. It reveals how a
change in the dominantunderstanding of impartiality has politicized peacekeeping
and, in some cases, effectively converted UN forces into one warring party
among many. The book incorporates a large body of primary evidence and draws
on extensive fieldwork in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, site of the
biggest and costliest mission in UN history (1999-2015).
This short introduction to the United Nations analyzes the organization as it is
today, and how it can be transformed to respond to its critics. Combining
essential information about its history and workings with practical proposals of
how it can be strengthened, Trent and Schnurr examine what needs to be done,
and also how we can actually move toward the required reforms. This book is
written for a new generation of change-makers — a generation seeking better
institutions that reflect the realities of the 21st century and that can act
collectively in the interest of all.
The role of the United Nations in collective security has been evolving since its
inception in 1945. This book explores collective security as practiced within the
legal framework provided by the United Nations Charter, with a particular focus
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upon activity undertaken under the auspices of the UN Security Council, the body
conferred by the Charter with the primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security. Although the book is primarily grounded in
international law, where appropriate it also draws upon relevant political insights
in order to present a clear picture of the UN collective security system in
operation and the factors which impact upon the way in which it functions.
Offering a comprehensive analysis it considers the full range of measures which
can be utilised by the UN in the performance of its collective security remit
including military enforcement action, peacekeeping, non-military sanctions and
diplomacy. The book considers each of these measures in detail, assessing the
legal framework applicable to the form of action, the main legal controversies
which arise in respect of their appropriate utilisation, and the UN’s use of this
collective security ‘tool’ in practice. The book draws conclusions about the main
strengths and shortcomings of the various means through which the UN can
attempt to prevent, minimise or end conflict.
United Nations Politics takes a unique approach that focuses on the politics that is, the
persistent and mostly singular emphasis that all member states place on the pursuit of
national political, economic, cultural and ideological interests of UN affairs. The project
began as an effort to research and write a ten-year-later sequel to The Challenge of
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Relevance written by Puchala and Coate in 1989. This earlier volume was an
assessment of the United Nations and its operations in the late eighties. United Nations
Politics builds from a series of some 200 interviews conducted at the UN and in various
member-state missions between 2000 and 2005. Among other things , these interviews
revealed that the existing English-language literature on the UN fails to take into
appropriate account the dynamics and the impacts of the internal and external political
contexts within which the UN operates. This book directly addresses this shortcoming in
the academic literature.
The UN celebrated its 70th anniversary in 2015. An exciting story is told of past reforms
by each Secretary-General, completed by a very detailed chronology of change events.
Valuable insight is gained for shaping future reform initiatives.
Revised and updated, The Law and Practice of the United Nations provides an analysis
of the main legal issues surrounding the United Nations’ practice, including a thorough
discussion of Chapter VII of the Charter and its interpretation.
On the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations, the world has faced its biggest
shared test since the Second World War in the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic. Yet while our welfare, and indeed the permanence of human life, depend on
us working together, international cooperation has never been harder to achieve. This
report answers a call from UN Member States to provide recommendations to advance
our common agenda and to respond to current and future challenges. Its proposals are
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grounded in a renewal of the social contract, adapted to the challenges of this century,
taking into account younger and future generations, complemented by a new global
deal to better protect the global commons and deliver global public goods. Through a
deepening of solidarity—at the national level, between generations, and in the
multilateral system—Our Common Agenda provides a path forward to a greener, safer
and better future.
Global problems require global solutions. The United Nations as presently constituted,
however, is incapable of addressing many global problems effectively. One nation– one
vote decisionmaking in most UN agencies fails to reflect the distribution of power in the
world at large, while the allocation of power in the Security Council is both unfair and
anachronistic. Hence, nations are reluctant to endow the United Nations with the
authority and the resources it needs. Extensive reform is essential. This analysis is
rooted in the proposition that the design of decisionmaking systems greatly affects their
legitimacy and effectiveness. Joseph Schwartzberg proposes numerous systemic
improvements to the UN system, largely through weighted voting formulas that balance
the needs of shareholders and stakeholders in diverse agencies. It indicates ways in
which the interests of regions can supplement those of nations while voices of
nongovernmental organizations and ordinary citizens can also be heard. In numerous
contexts, it promotes meritocracy and gender equity. The book's aim is not to create an
unrealistic utopia, but rather to establish a workable world in which the force of law
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supplants the law of force; a world committed to justice and continuous yet sustainable
development. The author argues that, given the many existential threats now
confronting our planet, the time frame for decisive action is short. The task is daunting
and success is not guaranteed, but in view of the urgency of our situation, we can find
ways of mustering the will, imagination, and resources to do the job.
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