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Human Rights
While providing a substantive legal analysis of the links
between human rights and counter-terrorism, this book
provides the tools to successfully argue that a human
rights approach does not undermine the fight against
terrorism. Through practical examples, it shows that a
State’s lack of respect for human rights hinders its fight
against terrorism and can be counter-productive. The
contributing experts represent a wide breadth of
experience at the national and international levels, and
bring their unique approach to each cross-cutting topic.
Human Rights and the Body is a response to the crisis in
human rights, to the very real concern that without a
secure foundation for the concept of human rights, their
very existence is threatened. While there has been
consideration of the discourses of human rights and the
way in which the body is written upon, research in
linguistics has not yet been fully brought to bear on either
human rights or the body. Drawing on legal concepts and
aspects of the law of human rights, Mooney aims to
provide a universally defensible set of human rights and
a foundation, or rather a frame, for them. She argues
that the proper frames for human rights are firstly the
human body, seen as an index reliant on the natural
world, secondly the globe and finally, language. These
three frames generate rights to food, water, sleep and
shelter, environmental protection and a right against
dehumanization. This book is essential reading for
researchers and graduate students in the fields of human
rights and semiotics of law.
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In 1980, Professors McDougal, Lasswell, and Chen
published the original edition of Human Rights and World
Public Order to present a "comprehensive framework of
inquiry" from which to approach international human
rights law, and international law, and inadequacies
therein in the discourse of that time by combining theme,
structure, method, and process. As a classic text of the
New Haven School of International Law, this book
explores human rights and international law in the
broadest sense, taking into account social sciences
research while embracing all values secured, or
consequently fulfilled, or needed to thus be achieved.
The book endured as a lasting contribution that reframed
human rights within the New Haven School tradition, and
as a magnificent work of scholarship freed from the
confines of positivism and the static concerns of any one
political or historical period. Co-author Lung-chu Chen
spearheaded the re-issuance of this venerable title,
complete with a contemporary, fresh Introduction to
unveil this work to a new generation of scholars,
students, and practitioners of international law and
human rights. This Introduction surveys the major
developments in human rights since 1980, including
many doctrines and concepts that have emerged since.
It covers contemporary events to provide today's readers
with the opportunity to contextualize the chapters and to
apply the book's framework to future endeavors.
Reproductive Health and Human Rights: The Way
Forward critically reflects on the past fifteen years of
international efforts aimed at improving health, alleviating
poverty, diminishing gender inequality, and promoting
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human rights. The volume includes essays by leading
scholars and practitioners that are centered on the 1994
United Nations International Conference on Population
and Development (ICPD) and its resulting Programme of
Action. ICPD, an agreement among 179 governments,
UN agencies, and NGOs, was intended to shape
population and development policy—reinterpreted and
redefined as "reproductive health." More than a decade
after the enthusiasm that accompanied ICPD, there is
growing concern about its effectiveness in the context of
global health and development. Reproductive Health and
Human Rights addresses that concern. The book
grapples with fundamental questions about the
relationships among population, fertility decline,
reproductive health, human rights, poverty alleviation,
and development and assesses the various
arguments—demographic, public health, human rightsbased, and economic—for and against ICPD today. A
number of the chapters address institutional challenges
to ICPD and consider how the changing political,
religious, academic, and disciplinary contexts matter.
Other chapters engage operational and conceptual
issues and whether ICPD has been able to move the
reproductive health agenda forward on topics such as
maternal mortality, abortion, HIV/AIDS, adolescents,
reproductive technologies, and demography. Finally,
several chapters examine how ICPD has been sidelined
by emerging health and development agendas and what
could be done in response. Unlike any book yet
published, Reproductive Health and Human Rights: The
Way Forward examines the state of the arguments for
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reproductive health and rights from a multidisciplinary
perspective that provides policymakers, scholars, and
activists with a better understanding of how reproductive
health and rights have developed, their place in the
global policy agenda, and how they might evolve most
effectively in the future.
Every year tens of millions of individuals suffer grave
abuses of their human rights. These violations occur
worldwide, in war-torn countries and in the wealthiest
states. Despite many of the abuses being welldocumented, little seems to be done to stop them from
happening. The United Nations was established to
safeguard world peace and security, development, and
human rights yet it is undeniable that currently is it failing
to protect the rights of a great many people from the
victims of ethnic cleansing, to migrants, those displaced
by war and women who suffer horrendous abuse. This
book looks at the reasons for that failure. Using concrete
examples intertwined with explanations of the law and
politics of the UN, Rosa Freedman offers clear
explanations of how and why the Organisation is unable,
at best, or unwilling, at worst, to protect human rights.
Written for a non-specialist audience, her book also
seeks to explain why certain countries and political blocs
manipulate and undermine the UN s human rights
machinery. Failing to Protect demonstrates the urgent
need for radical reform of the machinery of human rights
protection at the international level.
Women's Global Health and Human Rights serves as an
overview of the challenges faced by women in different
regions of the world. Ideal as a tool for both
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professionals and students, this book discusses the
similarities and differences in health and human rights
challenges that are faced by women globally. Best
practices and success stories are also included in this
timely and important text. Major Topics include: „X
Globalization „X Gender Based Terrorism and Violence
„X Cultural Practices „X Health Problems „X Progress
and Challenges
The development of human rights norms is one of the
most significant achievements in international relations
and law since 1945, but the continuing influence of
human rights is increasingly being questioned by
authoritarian governments, nationalists, and pundits.
Unfortunately, the proliferation of new rights, linking
rights to other issues such as international crimes or the
activities of business, and attempting to address every
social problem from a human rights perspective risk
undermining their credibility. Rescuing Human Rights
calls for understanding 'human rights' as international
human rights law and maintaining the distinctions
between binding legal obligations on governments and
broader issues of ethics, politics, and social change.
Resolving complex social problems requires more than
simplistic appeals to rights, and adopting a 'radically
moderate' approach that recognizes both the potential
and the limits of international human rights law, offers the
best hope of preserving the principle that we all have
rights, simply because we are human.
Discusses the emergence of human rights prosecutions
as a powerful political tool and the effect these trials
have had on democracy, conflict and world politics from
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Latin America to Europe and Africa. 10,000 first printing.
Business corporations can and do violate human rights all
over the world, and they are often not held to account.
Emblematic cases and situations such as the state of the
Niger Delta and the collapse of the Rana Plaza factory are
examples of corporate human rights abuses which are not
adequately prevented and remedied. Business and human
rights as a field seeks to enhance the accountability of
business – companies and businesspeople – in the human
rights area, or, to phrase it differently, to bridge the
accountability gap. Bridging the accountability gap is to be
understood as both setting standards and holding
corporations and businesspeople to account if violations
occur. Adopting a legal perspective, this book presents the
ways in which this dual undertaking has been and could be
further carried out in the future, and evaluates the extent to
which the various initiatives in the field bridge the corporate
accountability gap. It looks at the historical background of the
field of business and human rights, and examines salient
periods, events and cases. The book then goes on to explore
the relevance of international human rights law and
international criminal law for global business. International
soft law and policy initiatives which have blossomed in recent
years are evaluated along with private modes of regulation.
The book also examines how domestic law, especially the
domestic law of multinational companies’ home countries,
can be used to prevent and redress corporate related human
rights violations.
This book is designed to provide a framework for
understanding contemporary United Nations (UN) human
rights machinery.
This third edition of Human Rights: Between Idealism and
Realism presents human rights in action, focusing on their
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effectiveness as legal tools designed to benefit human
beings. By combining conceptual analysis with an emphasis
on procedures and mechanisms of implementation, this
volume provides a multidimensional overview of human
rights. After examining briefly the history of human rights, the
author analyses the intellectual framework that forms the
basis of their legitimacy. In particular, he covers the concept
of universality and the widely used model that classifies
human rights into clusters of different 'generations'. In this
edition, the author brings together the fundamental aspects of
human rights law, addressing human dignity as the ethical
foundation of human rights, the principle of equality and nondiscrimination as the essence of any culture of human rights,
the protections against racial discrimination and
discrimination against women, and assesses the individual as
a subject of international law. The volume then moves on to
assess the activities of the political institutions of the United
Nations, the expert bodies established by the relevant
treaties, and the international tribunals specifically entrusted
at the regional level with protecting human rights. This edition
also includes specific analysis of the actions mandated by the
UN Security Council against Libya in 2011. It also includes
greater coverage of the jurisprudence of the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights and the African Commission on
Human and Peoples' Rights. The author explains how and
why the classical array of politically inspired informal devices
has been enriched by the addition of international criminal
procedures and by endeavors to introduce civil suits against
alleged individual violators of human rights. Finally, the
volume is rounded off by a consideration of the importance of
humanitarian law as an instrument for the protection of
human life and dignity and an exploration of the future of
human rights.
This book brings together researchers from the fields of
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international human rights law, EU law and constitutional law
to reflect on the tug-of-war over the positioning of the centre
of gravity of human rights protection in Europe. It addresses
both the position of the Convention system vis-à-vis the
Contracting States, and its positioning with respect to
fundamental rights protection in the European Union. The first
part of the book focuses on interactions in this triangle from
an institutional and constitutional point of view and reflects on
how the key actors are trying to define their relationship with
one another in a never-ending process. Having thus set the
scene, the second part takes a critical look at the tools that
have been developed at European level for navigating these
complex relationships, in order to identify whether they are
capable of responding effectively to the complexities of
emerging realities in the triangular relationship between the
EHCR, EU law and national law. Chapter 10 of this book is
freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under
a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 3.0 license. https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/
tandfbis/rt-files/docs/Open+Access+Chapters/978113812124
9_oachapter10.pdf
In mapping out the field of human rights for those studying
and researching within both humanities and social science
disciplines, the Handbook of Human Rights not only provides
a solid foundation for the reader who wants to learn the basic
parameters of the field, but also promotes new thinking and
frameworks for the study of human rights in the twenty-first
century. The Handbook comprises over sixty individual
contributions from key figures around the world, which are
grouped according to eight key areas of discussion:
foundations and critiques; new frameworks for understanding
human rights; world religious traditions and human rights;
social, economic, group, and collective rights; critical
perspectives on human rights organizations, institutions, and
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practices; law and human rights; narrative and aesthetic
dimension of rights; geographies of rights. In its presentation
and analysis of the traditional core history and topics, critical
perspectives, human rights culture, and current practice, this
Handbook proves a valuable resource for all students and
researchers with an interest in human rights.
This book explores recent developments pointing towards a
'domestic institutionalisation of human rights', composed of
converging international trends prescribing the setting-up of
domestic institutions, and the need for a national human
rights systems approach. Building on new compliance
theories, innovative arrangements have resolutely appeared
around the turn of the Millennium and some are now legally
enshrined in human rights treaties. In their introduction, the
editors capture these developments, their main elements, and
key points of debate. They outline a research agenda aimed
at structuring and generating further attention both from
academics and practitioners. As a steppingstone, the book
singles out the purposeful attempt by the United Nations and
others to frame these trends around the concept of 'National
Human Rights System'. The chapters assess various models
and cases put forward for such systems. Each highlight the
specific forms of institutions being promoted, their intended
domestic interactions, and discuss how these institutions are
leveraged and strengthened by international bodies. Authors
critically review their implications for the future of human
rights, paving the way for additional research. The chapters in
this book were originally published as a special issue of the
Nordic Journal of Human Rights.
Rebecca J. Cook and the contributors to this volume seek to
analyze how international human rights law applies
specifically to women in various cultures worldwide, and to
develop strategies to promote equitable application of human
rights law at the international, regional, and domestic levels.
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Their essays present a compelling mixture of reports and
case studies from various regions in the world, combined with
scholarly assessments of international law as these rights
specifically apply to women.
This book identifies the more persuasive contributions by
East Asian intellectuals to the international human rights
debate.

Assesses the extent of human rights abuses around the
world, and lists human rights organizations, sources for
further information, and United Nations documents
related to human rights issues
This book explores the implications of human
embodiment for human rights law and theory. It reflects
on the ethical significance of the link between human
embodiment and our quintessential ontological
vulnerability in an attempt to problematise corporate
human rights claims.
This book argues that the idea of human rights is not
exclusively religious, but that its realization in practice
requires urgent action on the part of people of all faiths,
and of none. Acknowledging the ambiguous moral
legacy of their own tradition, Christianity, the authors
draw on christological themes to draft blueprints for a
culturally sensitive "theology of human rights."
Jamie Mayerfeld defends international human rights law
as a necessary extension of domestic checks and
balances and therefore essential to constitutional
government. The book combines theoretical reflections
on democracy and constitutionalism with a case study of
the contrasting human rights policies of Europe and the
United States.
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Human Rights Ethics makes an important contribution to
contemporary philosophical and political debates
concerning the advancement of global justice and human
rights. Butler's book also lays claim to a significant place
in both normative ethics and human rights studies in as
much as it seeks to vindicate a universalistic, rational
approach to human rights ethics. Butler's innovative
approach is not based on murky claims to "natural rights"
that supposedly hold wherever human beings exist; nor
does it succumb to the traditional problems of
justification associated with utilitarianism, Kantianism,
and other procedural approaches to human rights
studies. Instead, Butler proposes "a dialectical
justification of human rights by indirect proof" that claims
not to be question begging. Very much in the spirit of
Hegel and Habermas, Butler proposes to vindicate a
"totally rational account of human rights," but one that
depends concretely and historically on a dialectically
constructed "right to freedom of thought in its universal
modes."
Scholars from across law and internet and media studies
examine the human rights implications of today's
platform society. Today such companies as Apple,
Facebook, Google, Microsoft, and Twitter play an
increasingly important role in how users form and
express opinions, encounter information, debate,
disagree, mobilize, and maintain their privacy. What are
the human rights implications of an online domain
managed by privately owned platforms? According to the
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
adopted by the UN Human Right Council in 2011,
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businesses have a responsibility to respect human rights
and to carry out human rights due diligence. But this goal
is dependent on the willingness of states to encode such
norms into business regulations and of companies to
comply. In this volume, contributors from across law and
internet and media studies examine the state of human
rights in today's platform society. The contributors
consider the “datafication” of society, including the
economic model of data extraction and the
conceptualization of privacy. They examine online
advertising, content moderation, corporate storytelling
around human rights, and other platform practices.
Finally, they discuss the relationship between human
rights law and private actors, addressing such issues as
private companies' human rights responsibilities and
content regulation. Contributors Anja Bechmann,
Fernando Bermejo, Agnès Callamard, Mikkel Flyverbom,
Rikke Frank Jørgensen, Molly K. Land, Tarlach
McGonagle, Jens-Erik Mai, Joris van Hoboken, Glen
Whelan, Jillian C. York, Shoshana Zuboff, Ethan
Zuckerman Open access edition published with
generous support from Knowledge Unlatched and the
Danish Council for Independent Research.
Offering a unique perspective that views human rights as
the foundation of social justice, Joseph Wronka's
groundbreaking Human Rights and Social Justice
outlines human rights and social justice concerns as a
powerful conceptual framework for policy and practice
interventions for the helping and health professions. This
highly accessible, interdisciplinary text urges the creation
of a human rights culture as a "lived awareness" of
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human rights principles, including human dignity,
nondiscrimination, civil and political rights, economic,
social, and cultural rights, and solidarity rights. The
Second Edition includes numerous social action activities
and questions for discussion to help scholars, activists,
and practitioners promote a human rights culture and the
overall well-being of populations across the globe.
Human Rights or Global Capitalism examines the
application of neoliberal policies from a human rights
perspective and asks whether states, by outsourcing to
the private sector many services with a direct impact on
human rights, abdicate their responsibilities to uphold
human rights and violate international law.
Chauffour makes the case that applying freedom in all its
economic, civil, and political dimensions to international
development and human rights efforts is the only way to
make real headway in solving the problems associated with
poverty.
Confronting the evils of World War II and building on the
legacy of the 1776 Declaration of Independence and the 1789
French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, a
group of world citizens including Eleanor Roosevelt drafted
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Adopted by the
United Nations in 1948, the Universal Declaration has been
translated into 300 languages and has become the basis for
most other international human rights texts and norms. In
spite of the global success of this document, however, a
philosophical disconnect exists between what major theorists
have said a human right is and the foundational text of the
very movement they advocate. In Inherent Human Rights:
Philosophical Roots of the Universal Declaration, philosopher
and political theorist Johannes Morsink offers an alternative to
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contemporary assumptions. A major historian of the Universal
Declaration, Morsink traces the philosophical roots of the
Declaration back to the Enlightenment and to a shared
revulsion at the horrors of the Holocaust. He defends the
Declaration's perspective that all people have human rights
simply by virtue of being born into the human family and that
human beings have these rights regardless of any
government or court action (or inaction). Like mathematical
principles, human rights are truly universal, not the products
of a particular culture, economic scheme, or political system.
Our understanding of their existence can be blocked only by
madness and false ideologies. Morsink argues that the
drafters of the Declaration shared this metaphysical view of
human rights. By denying the inherence of human rights and
their metaphysical nature, and removing the concepts of the
Declaration from their historical and philosophical context,
contemporary constructivist scholars and pragmatic activists
create an unnecessary and potentially dangerous political
fog. The book carefully dissects various human rights models
and ends with a defense of the Declaration's cosmopolitan
vision against charges of unrealistic utopianism and Western
ethnocentrism. Inherent Human Rights takes exception to the
reigning view that the Golden Rule is the best defense of
human rights. Instead, it calls for us to "follow the lead of the
Declaration's drafters and liberate the idea of human rights
from the realm of the political and the juridical, which is where
contemporary theorists have imprisoned it."
This timely collection brings together original explorations of
the COVID-19 pandemic and its wide-ranging, global effects
on human rights. The contributors argue that a human rights
perspective is necessary to understand the pervasive
consequences of the crisis, while focusing attention on those
being left behind and providing a necessary framework for the
effort to "build back better." Expert contributors to this volume
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address interconnections between the COVID-19 crisis and
human rights to equality and non-discrimination, including
historical responses to pandemics, populism and
authoritarianism, and the rights to health, information, water
access, and the environment. Highlighting the dangerous
potential for derogations from human rights, authors further
scrutinise the human rights compliance of new legislation and
policies in relation to issues such as privacy, protection of
persons with disabilities, freedom of expression and access to
medicines. Acknowledging the pandemic as a defining
moment for human rights, the volume proposes a post-crisis
human rights agenda to engage civil society and government
at all levels in concrete measures to roll back increasing
inequality. With rich examples, new thinking, and provocative
analyses of human rights, COVID-19, pandemics, crises, and
inequality, this book will be of key interest to scholars,
students and practitioners in all areas of human rights, global
governance, public health, as well as others who are ready to
embark on an exploration of these complex challenges.
International human rights issues perpetually highlight the
tension between political interest and idealism. Over the last
fifty years, the United States has labored to find an
appropriate response to each new human rights crisis,
balancing national and global interests as well as political and
humanitarian impulses. Human Rights in American Foreign
Policy explores America's international human rights policies
from the Vietnam War era to the end of the Cold War. Global
in scope and ambitious in scale, this book examines
American responses to a broad array of human rights
violations: torture and political imprisonment in South
America; apartheid in South Africa; state violence in China;
civil wars in Central America; persecution of Jews in the
Soviet Union; movements for democracy and civil liberties in
East Asia and Eastern Europe; and revolutionary political
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transitions in Iran, Nicaragua, and the collapsing USSR. Joe
Renouard challenges the characterization of American human
rights policymaking as one of inaction, hypocrisy, and double
standards. Arguing that a consistent standard is impractical,
he explores how policymakers and citizens have weighed the
narrow pursuit of traditional national interests with the desire
to promote human rights. Human Rights in American Foreign
Policy renders coherent a series of disparate foreign policy
decisions during a tumultuous time in world history. Ultimately
the United States emerges as neither exceptionally
compassionate nor unusually wicked. Rather, it is a nation
that manages by turns to be cautiously pragmatic, boldly
benevolent, and coldly self-interested.
Bringing Human Rights Back: Embracing Human Rights as a
Mechanism for Addressing Gaps in United States Law
examines well-documented policy failures in the United
States and makes an argument for how a human rights
approach to these issues can lead to meaningful change.
Specifically, the authors articulate a human rights approach to
online harassment of women, child poverty, and access to
safe drinking water. These issue areas all involve human
rights concerns and gross shortcomings within current law,
policy, and practice in the United States. The authors analyze
recent events, such as Gamergate, contention over social
programs such as TANF and CHIP, and the water crises in
Flint and Detroit to demonstrate the ways in which current
laws do not fully respect, protect, and fulfill human rights. A
human rights approach decenters assigning blame or liability,
and instead emphasizes human dignity, redress, and remedy
for the rights violations. Daniel Tagliarina and Corinne
Tagliarina not only highlight the need for change in these
areas, but outline a practical way forward rooted in human
rights scholarship and practice.
This volume explores the place of human rights in history,
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providing an alternative framework for understanding the
political and legal dilemmas that these conflicts presented,
with case studies focusing on the 1940s through the present.
What is a human right? How can we tell whether a proposed
human right really is one? How do we establish the content of
particular human rights, and how do we resolve conflicts
between them? These are pressing questions for
philosophers, political theorists, jurisprudents, international
lawyers, and activists. James Griffin offers answers in his
compelling new investigation of the foundations of human
rights. First, On Human Rights traces the idea of a natural
right from its origin in the late Middle Ages, when the rights
were seen as deriving from natural laws, through the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when the original
theological background was progressively dropped and
'natural law' emptied of most of its original meaning. By the
end of the Enlightenment, the term 'human rights' (droits de
l'homme) appeared, marking the purge of the theological
background. But the Enlightenment, in putting nothing in its
place, left us with an unsatisfactory, incomplete idea of a
human right. Griffin shows how the language of human rights
has become debased. There are scarcely any accepted
criteria, either in the academic or the public sphere, for
correct use of the term. He takes on the task of showing the
way towards a determinate concept of human rights, based
on their relation to the human status that we all share. He
works from certain paradigm cases, such as freedom of
expression and freedom of worship, to more disputed cases
such as welfare rights - for instance the idea of a human right
to health. His goal is a substantive account of human rights an account with enough content to tell us whether proposed
rights really are rights. Griffin emphasizes the practical as well
as theoretical urgency of this goal: as the United Nations
recognized in 1948 with its Universal Declaration, the idea of
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human rights has considerable power to improve the lot of
humanity around the world. We can't do without the idea of
human rights, and we need to get clear about it. It is our job
now - the job of this book - to influence and develop the
unsettled discourse of human rights so as to complete the
incomplete idea.
In this extraordinary work of cultural and intellectual history,
Professor Hunt grounds the creation of human rights in the
changes that authors brought to literature, the rejection of
torture as a means of finding out truth, and the spread of
empathy over the centuries.
Why and how can records serve as evidence of human rights
violations, in particular crimes against humanity, and help the
fight against impunity? Archives and Human Rights shows the
close relationship between archives and human rights and
discusses the emergence, at the international level, of the
principles of the right to truth, justice and reparation. Through
a historical overview and topical case studies from different
regions of the world the book discusses how records can
concretely support these principles. The current examples
also demonstrate how the perception of the role of the
archivist has undergone a metamorphosis in recent decades,
towards the idea that archivists can and must play an active
role in defending basic human rights, first and foremost by
enabling access to documentation on human rights violations.
Confronting painful memories of the past is a way to make the
ghosts disappear and begin building a brighter, more serene
future. The establishment of international justice mechanisms
and the creation of truth commissions are important elements
of this process. The healing begins with the acknowledgment
that painful chapters are essential parts of history; archives
then play a crucial role by providing evidence. This book is
both a tool and an inspiration to use archives in defence of
human rights.
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This interdisciplinary book explores human rights in the
Americas from multiple perspectives and fields. Taking 1492
as a point of departure, the text explores Eurocentric
historiographies of human rights and offer a more complete
understanding of the genealogy of the human rights
discourse and its many manifestations in the Americas. The
essays use a variety of approaches to reveal the larger
contexts from which they emerge, providing a cross-sectional
view of subjects, countries, methodologies and foci explicitly
dedicated toward understanding historical factors and
circumstances that have shaped human rights nationally and
internationally within the Americas. The chapters explore
diverse cultural, philosophical, political and literary
expressions where human rights discourses circulate across
the continent taking into consideration issues such as race,
class, gender, genealogy and nationality. While
acknowledging the ongoing centrality of the nation, the
volume promotes a shift in the study of the Americas as a
dynamic transnational space of conflict, domination,
resistance, negotiation, complicity, accommodation, dialogue,
and solidarity where individuals, nations, peoples, institutions,
and intellectual and political movements share struggles,
experiences, and imaginaries. It will be of interest to all
scholars and students of InterAmerican studies and those
from all disciplines interested in Human Rights.
In Christian Human Rights, Samuel Moyn asserts that the rise
of human rights after World War II was prefigured and
inspired by a defense of the dignity of the human person that
first arose in Christian churches and religious thought in the
years just prior to the outbreak of the war. The Roman
Catholic Church and transatlantic Protestant circles
dominated the public discussion of the new principles in what
became the last European golden age for the Christian faith.
At the same time, West European governments after World
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War II, particularly in the ascendant Christian Democratic
parties, became more tolerant of public expressions of
religious piety. Human rights rose to public prominence in the
space opened up by these dual developments of the early
Cold War. Moyn argues that human dignity became central to
Christian political discourse as early as 1937. Pius XII's
wartime Christmas addresses announced the basic idea of
universal human rights as a principle of world, and not merely
state, order. By focusing on the 1930s and 1940s, Moyn
demonstrates how the language of human rights was
separated from the secular heritage of the French Revolution
and put to use by postwar democracies governed by Christian
parties, which reinvented them to impose moral constraints
on individuals, support conservative family structures, and
preserve existing social hierarchies. The book ends with a
provocative chapter that traces contemporary European
struggles to assimilate Muslim immigrants to the continent's
legacy of Christian human rights.
A startling and profound exploration of how Jewish history is
exploited to comfort the living. Renowned and beloved as a
prizewinning novelist, Dara Horn has also been publishing
penetrating essays since she was a teenager. Often asked by
major publications to write on subjects related to Jewish
culture—and increasingly in response to a recent wave of
deadly antisemitic attacks—Horn was troubled to realize what
all of these assignments had in common: she was being
asked to write about dead Jews, never about living ones. In
these essays, Horn reflects on subjects as far-flung as the
international veneration of Anne Frank, the mythology that
Jewish family names were changed at Ellis Island, the
blockbuster traveling exhibition Auschwitz, the marketing of
the Jewish history of Harbin, China, and the little-known life of
the "righteous Gentile" Varian Fry. Throughout, she
challenges us to confront the reasons why there might be so
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much fascination with Jewish deaths, and so little respect for
Jewish lives unfolding in the present. Horn draws upon her
travels, her research, and also her own family life—trying to
explain Shakespeare’s Shylock to a curious ten-year-old, her
anger when swastikas are drawn on desks in her children’s
school, the profound perspective offered by traditional
religious practice and study—to assert the vitality, complexity,
and depth of Jewish life against an antisemitism that, far from
being disarmed by the mantra of "Never forget," is on the rise.
As Horn explores the (not so) shocking attacks on the
American Jewish community in recent years, she reveals the
subtler dehumanization built into the public piety that
surrounds the Jewish past—making the radical argument that
the benign reverence we give to past horrors is itself a
profound affront to human dignity.
In recent years, more and more scholars in the world feel
interested in the topic of human right protection status in
China. This book hopes to serve as a window through which
its readers will have a better understanding of theory and
practice of human rights protection in the Chinese context.
The book systematically introduces the dynamic development
and progress of human rights protection in China, attaching
great importance to the first white paper on Human Rights in
China, “The state respects and guarantees human rights”
included in the Constitution, National Human Rights Action
Plan of China, and then putting forth fundamental principles
to achieve international human rights standards and specific
measures to improve human rights protection standards in
China. Then the book further discusses “Foundations of
Human Rights Guarantee in Contemporary China”, “Human
Rights, Culture and Their Reconstruction in the Chinese
Context” and “Socialist Legal System with Chinese
Characteristics”. Then, a final chapter is dedicated to the
topic of “Judicial Protection System of Human Rights in
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China”. In appendices, four important documents on human
rights in China, as well as a list of the author’s major articles
and works in the past 10 years are provided.?
Michael Ignatieff draws on his extensive experience as a
writer and commentator on world affairs to present a
penetrating account of the successes, failures, and prospects
of the human rights revolution. Since the United Nations
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948,
this revolution has brought the world moral progress and
broken the nation-state's monopoly on the conduct of
international affairs. But it has also faced challenges. Ignatieff
argues that human rights activists have rightly drawn criticism
from Asia, the Islamic world, and within the West itself for
being overambitious and unwilling to accept limits. It is now
time, he writes, for activists to embrace a more modest
agenda and to reestablish the balance between the rights of
states and the rights of citizens. Ignatieff begins by examining
the politics of human rights, assessing when it is appropriate
to use the fact of human rights abuse to justify intervention in
other countries. He then explores the ideas that underpin
human rights, warning that human rights must not become an
idolatry. In the spirit of Isaiah Berlin, he argues that human
rights can command universal assent only if they are
designed to protect and enhance the capacity of individuals to
lead the lives they wish. By embracing this approach and
recognizing that state sovereignty is the best guarantee
against chaos, Ignatieff concludes, Western nations will have
a better chance of extending the real progress of the past fifty
years. Throughout, Ignatieff balances idealism with a sure
sense of practical reality earned from his years of travel in
zones of war and political turmoil around the globe. Based on
the Tanner Lectures that Ignatieff delivered at Princeton
University's Center for Human Values in 2000, the book
includes two chapters by Ignatieff, an introduction by Amy
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Gutmann, comments by four leading scholars--K. Anthony
Appiah, David A. Hollinger, Thomas W. Laqueur, and Diane
F. Orentlicher--and a response by Ignatieff.
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