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How Democratic Is The American Constitution
A sweeping, ambitious history of American democratic socialism from one of the world’s
leading intellectual historians and social ethicists “Dorrien is supremely qualified for the task he
has set himself in this very thoughtful, necessary, and timely book.”—Maurice Isserman, author
of The Other American: The Life of Michael Harrington Democratic socialism is ascending in
the United States as a consequence of a widespread recognition that global capitalism works
only for a minority and is harming the planet’s ecology. This history of American democratic
socialism from its beginning to the present day interprets the efforts of American socialists to
address and transform multiple intersecting sites of injustice and harm. Comprehensive, deeply
researched, and highly original, this book offers a luminous synthesis of secular and religious
socialisms, detailing both their intellectual and their organizational histories.
Analyzing American Democracy teaches students to think analytically by presenting current
political science theories and research in answering the engaging, big questions facing
American politics today. It serves as both an introduction to American politics and to the
discipline of political science by reflecting the theoretical developments and empirical inquiry
conducted by researchers. Every chapter highlights the most current research and discusses
related public policy. It demonstrates for students how to think critically and analytically,
bringing theoretical insight to contemporary American politics. More than just a comprehensive
overview and description of how American politics works, Jon Bond and Kevin Smith
demonstrate how politics can be studied systematically. Throughout the text, they introduce
students to the insights gleaned from rational choice, behavioral, and biological approaches to
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politics. Understanding these three social scientific models and their applications helps
students get the most out of their American government course and out of this text--they learn
a way of thinking that they can use to make sense of future challenges facing the American
polity. A number of features help aid comprehension and critical thinking: Key Questions at the
start of every chapter frame the learning objectives and concepts Politics in Practice boxes in
every chapter encourage students to think critically about how practice compares with theory
Tables, Figures, Charts, and Maps throughout present the empirical details of American
politics, helping students gain quantitative literacy Top Ten Takeaway Points at the end of
every chapter recap the most important points covered but also help students discern the
general principles that make sense of the numerous factual details Key Terms are bolded in
the text, defined in the margins, recapped at the end of the chapter, and compiled in a
glossary, all to help insure that students can effortlessly master the vocabulary of American
politics and political science in order to move on to the more important concepts.
Bill Bryson meets Thomas Frank in this deeply insightful, unexpectedly hilarious story of how
politicians hijacked American democracy and how we can take it back The democracy you live
in today is different—completely different—from the democracy you were born into. You probably
don't realize just how radically your republic has been altered during your lifetime. Yet more
than any policy issue, political trend, or even Donald Trump himself, our redesigned system of
government is responsible for the peril America faces today. What explains the gap between
what We, the People want and what our elected leaders do? How can we fix our politics before
it's too late? And how can we truly understand the state of our democracy without wanting to
crawl under a rock? That's what former Obama speechwriter David Litt set out to answer.
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Poking into forgotten corners of history, translating political science into plain English, and
traveling the country to meet experts and activists, Litt explains how the world’s greatest
experiment in democracy went awry. (He also tries to crash a party at Mitch McConnell’s
former frat house. It goes poorly.) The result of Litt's journey is something you might not have
thought possible: a page-turner about the political process. You'll meet the Supreme Court
justice charged with murder, learn how James Madison's college roommate broke the Senate,
encounter a citrus thief who embodies what's wrong with our elections, and join Belle the bill as
she tries to become a law (a quest far more harrowing than the one in Schoolhouse Rock!).
Yet despite his clear-eyed assessment of the dangers we face, Litt remains audaciously
optimistic. He offers a to-do list of bold yet achievable changes—a blueprint for restoring the
balance of power in America before it's too late.
A political history of how the fledgling American republic developed into a democratic state at
the onset of the Civil War offers insight into how historical beliefs about democracy
compromised democratic progress, providing coverage of the rivalry between Jeffersonians
and Federalists, and identifying the roles of key contributors, including Andrew Jackson, AntiMasons, and fugitive slaves. Reprint.
American democracy is in crisis, but nobody seems to know what to do about it. Breaking the
Two-Party Doom Loop offers a big and bold plan. The true crisis of American democracy is
that two parties are too few. Deftly weaving together history, theory and political science
research, Drutman shows the only to break the binary, zero-sum toxic partisanship is to break
it apart. America needs more partisanship, rather than less, but in the form of more parties.In
this wide-ranging, learned, but highly accessible book, Drutman charts an exciting path forward
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that might just save the country.
'Slavery and the Democratic Conscience' explains how northern men both confronted and
accommodated slavery as they joined the Democratic-Republican cause.
This examination of the current state of welfare in America discusses its impact on modern
society from a number of different angles, analyzes the current policy debates about so-called
“hand-outs” and offers a controversial thesis on American exceptionalism.
From the theory of ‘deliberative democracy’ to the politics of the ‘third way’, the present
Zeitgeist is characterized by attempts to deny what Chantal Mouffe contends is the inherently
conflictual nature of democratic politics. Far from being signs of progress, such ideas constitute
a serious threat to democratic institutions. Taking issue with John Rawls and Jürgen Habermas
on one side, and the political tenets of Blair, Clinton and Schröder on the other, Mouffe brings
to the fore the paradoxical nature of modern liberal democracy in which the category of the
‘adversary’ plays a central role. She draws on the work of Wittgenstein, Derrida, and the
provocative theses of Carl Schmitt, to propose a new understanding of democracy which
acknowledges the ineradicability of antagonism in its workings.

“Keep your government hands off my Medicare!” Such comments spotlight a
central question animating Suzanne Mettler’s provocative and timely book: why
are many Americans unaware of government social benefits and so hostile to
them in principle, even though they receive them? The Obama administration has
been roundly criticized for its inability to convey how much it has accomplished
for ordinary citizens. Mettler argues that this difficulty is not merely a failure of
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communication; rather it is endemic to the formidable presence of the
“submerged state.” In recent decades, federal policymakers have increasingly
shunned the outright disbursing of benefits to individuals and families and
favored instead less visible and more indirect incentives and subsidies, from tax
breaks to payments for services to private companies. These submerged
policies, Mettler shows, obscure the role of government and exaggerate that of
the market. As a result, citizens are unaware not only of the benefits they receive,
but of the massive advantages given to powerful interests, such as insurance
companies and the financial industry. Neither do they realize that the policies of
the submerged state shower their largest benefits on the most affluent
Americans, exacerbating inequality. Mettler analyzes three Obama
reforms—student aid, tax relief, and health care—to reveal the submerged state
and its consequences, demonstrating how structurally difficult it is to enact policy
reforms and even to obtain public recognition for achieving them. She concludes
with recommendations for reform to help make hidden policies more visible and
governance more comprehensible to all Americans. The sad truth is that many
American citizens do not know how major social programs work—or even whether
they benefit from them. Suzanne Mettler’s important new book will bring
government policies back to the surface and encourage citizens to reclaim their
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voice in the political process.
With essays on U.S. history ranging from the American Revolution to the dawn of
the twenty-first century, Contested Democracy illuminates struggles waged over
freedom and citizenship throughout the American past. Guided by a commitment
to democratic citizenship and responsible scholarship, the contributors to this
volume insist that rigorous engagement with history is essential to a vital
democracy, particularly amid the current erosion of human rights and civil
liberties within the United States and abroad. Emphasizing the contradictory
ways in which freedom has developed within the United States and in the
exercise of American power abroad, these essays probe challenges to American
democracy through conflicts shaped by race, slavery, gender, citizenship,
political economy, immigration, law, empire, and the idea of the nation state. In
this volume, writers demonstrate how opposition to the expansion of democracy
has shaped the American tradition as much as movements for social and political
change. By foregrounding those who have been marginalized in U.S society as
well as the powerful, these historians and scholars argue for an alternative vision
of American freedom that confronts the limitations, failings, and contradictions of
U.S. power. Their work provides crucial insight into the role of the United States
in this latest age of American empire and the importance of different and
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oppositional visions of American democracy and freedom. At a time of intense
disillusionment with U.S. politics and of increasing awareness of the costs of
empire, these contributors argue that responsible historical scholarship can
challenge the blatant manipulation of discourses on freedom. They call for careful
and conscientious scholarship not only to illuminate contemporary problems but
also to act as a bulwark against mythmaking in the service of cynical political
ends.
Argues that Americans fear public power, looks at how the federal government
has evolved, and discusses the direct participation of citizens in politics
In this work, one of the most celebrated political scientists of the 20th century
offers a powerful interpretation of the location of political power in American
urban communities.
Explores changes in the national character since the Civil War paying particular
attention to the social costs of progress. Bibliogs
Twenty-five-year-old Alexis de Tocqueville's account of America's social and
political characteristics, which he observed in the early 1830s while visiting from
France; contains the complete two volumes based on the second revised and
corrected text of the 1961 French edition.
This book analyzes the several significant factors that influenced the cultural
Page 7/26

Read Book How Democratic Is The American Constitution
environment to move American democracy toward authoritarianism. The author
hypothesizes that growing xenophobia, the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the 2008
recession, and neoliberal economic philosophy were the shocks that made
possible a lurch toward autocratic democracy.
An urgent, historically-grounded take on the four major factors that undermine
American democracy, and what we can do to address them. While many
Americans despair of the current state of U.S. politics, most assume that our
system of government and democracy itself are invulnerable to decay. Yet when
we examine the past, we find that the United States has undergone repeated
crises of democracy, from the earliest days of the republic to the present. In Four
Threats, Suzanne Mettler and Robert C. Lieberman explore five moments in
history when democracy in the U.S. was under siege: the 1790s, the Civil War,
the Gilded Age, the Depression, and Watergate. These episodes risked
profound—even fatal—damage to the American democratic experiment. From this
history, four distinct characteristics of disruption emerge. Political polarization,
racism and nativism, economic inequality, and excessive executive power—alone
or in combination—have threatened the survival of the republic, but it has
survived—so far. What is unique, and alarming, about the present moment in
American politics is that all four conditions exist. This convergence marks the
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contemporary era as a grave moment for democracy. But history provides a
valuable repository from which we can draw lessons about how democracy was
eventually strengthened—or weakened—in the past. By revisiting how earlier
generations of Americans faced threats to the principles enshrined in the
Constitution, we can see the promise and the peril that have led us to today and
chart a path toward repairing our civic fabric and renewing democracy.
To find more information about Rowman and Littlefield titles, please visit
www.rowmanlittlefield.com.
Following one of the most contentious and truth-challenged presidential
administrations and elections in U.S. history, there has never been a greater
need for an American government text like this--evidence-based, critically
thoughtful, and contemporary in tone and touch. This text teaches students to
think analytically by presenting current political science theories and research in
answering the engaging, big questions facing American politics today. It serves
as an introduction to the discipline—covering the Constitution, political behavior,
formal and informal institutions, and public policy--by reflecting the theoretical
developments and types of empirical inquiry conducted by researchers. For
introductory courses in American government, this text covers theory and
methods as well. New to the Fourth Edition Provides 2020 election data updates
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throughout and examines policy implications of the ensuing changes in election
laws across the country. Recaps controversial Trump administration policies and
looks into the Biden administration’s early days. Offers strategic updates on the
Covid-19 pandemic and the resulting economic crisis both in terms of questions
of federalism as well as public policy. Considers the rise of new interest groups
and social movements as well as the reckoning with racial injustice. Examines
contemporary questions of social justice in light of civil rights and liberties as well
as in terms of policy. Covers the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, the battle to confirm her replacement, the addition of Justice Coney
Barrett, and the policy implications of the shift in the ideological balance of the
Court. For the fourth edition, a new co-author comes to the book with awardwinning experience in diversity and teacher education as well as research
interests in the presidency, women and politics, and foreign policy.
This book makes a realpolitik argument for supporting democracy in the Arab
world, drawing on four decades of policy experience.
The US Constitution makes no mention of political parties, yet they began to form
shortly after its ratification. This text explores the uneasy relationship betwee the
Constitution and the party system to advance the argument that parties arose as
part of a deliberate programme of constitutional reform.
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A stunningly original and timely collection that makes the case for “socialism,
American style” It’s a strange day when a New York Times conservative
columnist is forced to admit that the left is winning, but as David Brooks wrote
recently, “the American left is on the cusp of a great victory.” Among Americans
under thirty, 43 percent had a favorable view of socialism, while only 32 percent
had a favorable view of capitalism. Not since the Great Depression have so many
Americans questioned the fundamental tenets of capitalism and expressed
openness to a socialist alternative. We Own the Future: Democratic
Socialism—American Style offers a road map to making this alternative a reality,
giving readers a practical vision of a future that is more democratic, egalitarian,
inclusive, and environmentally sustainable. The book includes a crash course in
the history and practice of democratic socialism, a vivid picture of what
democratic socialism in America might look like in practice, and compelling
proposals for how to get there from the age of Trump and beyond. With
contributions from some of the nation’s leading political activists and analysts,
We Own the Future articulates a clear and uncompromising view from the left—a
perfectly timed book that will appeal to a wide audience hungry for change. Table
of Contents Part I: Is a New America Possible? Introduction Kate Aronoff, Peter
Dreier, and Michael Kazin How Socialists Changed America Peter Dreier and
Page 11/26

Read Book How Democratic Is The American Constitution
Michael Kazin Toward a Third Reconstruction Andrea Flynn, Susan Holmberg,
Dorian Warren, and Felicia Wong A Three-Legged Stool for Racial and Economic
Justice Darrick Hamilton Democratic Socialism for a Climate-Changed Century
Naomi Klein Part II: Expanding Democracy Governing Socialism Bill Fletcher Jr.
We the People: Voting Rights, Campaign Finance, and Election Reform J. Mijin
Cha Confronting Corporate Power Robert Kuttner Building the People’s Banks
David Dayen Democracy, Equality, and the Future of Workers Sarita Gupta,
Stephen Lerner, and Joseph A. McCartin Who Gets to Be Safe? Prisons, Police,
and Terror Aviva Stahl On Immigration: A Socialist Case for Open Borders
Michelle Chen On Foreign Policy: War from Above, Solidarity from Below Tejasvi
Nagaraja Part III: The Right to a Good Life Livable Cities Thomas J. Sugrue What
Does Health Equity Require? Racism and the Limits of Medicare for All Dorothy
Roberts The Family of the Future Sarah Leonard Defending and Improving Public
Education Pedro Noguera Reclaiming Competition: Sports and Socialism David
Zirin What About a Well-Fed Artist? Imagining Cultural Work in a Democratic
Socialist Society Francesca Fiorentini How Socialism Surged, and How It Can Go
Further Harold Meyerson Afterword: A Day in the Life of a Socialist Citizen
Michael Walzer
"Is Democracy in Decline? is a short book that takes up the fascinating question
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on whether this once-revolutionary form of government--the bedrock of Western
liberalism--is fast disappearing. Has the growth of corporate capitalism, mass
economic inequality, and endemic corruption reversed the spread of democracy
worldwide? In this incisive collection, leading thinkers address this disturbing and
critically important issue. Published as part of the National Endowment for
Democracy's 25th anniversary--and drawn from articles forthcoming in the
Journal of Democracy--this collection includes seven essays from a stellar group
of democracy scholars: Francis Fukuyama, Robert Kagan, Thomas Carothers,
Marc Plattner, Larry Diamond, Philippe Schmitter, Steven Levitsky, Ivan Krastev,
and Lucan Way. Written in a thought-provoking style from seven different
perspectives, this book provides an eye-opening look at how the very foundation
of Western political culture may be imperiled"-NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and
terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice)
WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE
LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald
Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d
be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and
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Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years studying the breakdown of
democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes.
Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a
whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the judiciary
and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good
news is that there are several exit ramps on the road to authoritarianism. The bad
news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first one. Drawing
on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from
1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies
die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for How Democracies Die “What we
desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state of affairs.
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the field
of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky
and Ziblatt make their mark is in weaving together political science and historical
analysis of both domestic and international democratic crises; in doing so, they
expand the conversation beyond Trump and before him, to other countries and to
the deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you
only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This
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is not a book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It
is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best
commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former Acting Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply informed
book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of
countries around the world, and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed
Zakaria, CNN
Recent Supreme Court decisions in Citizens United and other high-profile cases
have sparked disagreement about the role of corporations in American
democracy. Bringing together scholars of history, law, and political science,
Corporations and American Democracy provides essential grounding for today’s
policy debates.
American democracy is in many ways more vital than ever before. Advocacy
groups proliferate and formerly marginalized groups enjoy new opportunities. But
worrisome trends exist. Millions of Americans are drawing back from
involvements with community affairs and politics. Voters stay home; public
officials grapple with distrust or indifference; and people are less likely to
cooperate on behalf of shared goals. Observers across the spectrum of opinion
agree that it is vital to determine what is happening and why—so that Americans
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can take well-informed, effective steps to revitalize our national community. The
book opens with an eagle-eye look at the roots of America's special patterns of
civic engagement, examining the ways social groups and government and
electoral politics have influenced each other. Other chapters examine the impact
of advocacy groups and socioeconomic inequalities on democratic processes
and probe the influence of long-term social and cultural changes on voluntary
associations and civic participation. The book concludes by asking why social
liberation has been accompanied by new inequalities and the erosion of many
important forms of citizen leverage and participation. Coming together from
several disciplines, contributors include Jeffrey M. Berry, Henry E. Brady, John
Brehm, Steven Brint, Elisabeth S. Clemens, Peter Dobkin Hall, Wendy M. Rahn,
Kay Lehman Schlozman, Sidney Verba, and Robert Wuthnow. Copublished with
the Russell Sage Foundation
Robert Dahl's Preface helped launch democratic theory fifty years ago as a new
area of study in political science, and it remains the standard introduction to the
field. Exploring problems that had been left unsolved by traditional thought on
democracy, Dahl here examines two influential models--the Madisonian, which
represents prevailing American doctrine, and its recurring challenger, populist
theory--arguing that they do not accurately portray how modern democracies
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operate. He then constructs a model more consistent with how contemporary
democracies actually function, and, in doing so, develops some original views of
popular sovereignty and the American constitutional system.
American society is often described as one that celebrates self-reliance and
personal responsibility. However, abolitionists, progressive reformers, civil rights
activists, and numerous others often held their fellow citizens responsible for
shared problems such as economic exploitation and white supremacy. Moreover,
they viewed recognizing and responding to shared problems as essential to
achieving democratic ideals. In Democratic Responsibility, Nora Hanagan
examines American thinkers and activists who offered an alternative to
individualistic conceptions of responsibility and puts them in dialogue with
contemporary philosophers who write about shared responsibility. Drawing on the
political theory and practice of Henry David Thoreau, Jane Addams, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Audre Lorde, Hanagan develops a distinctly democratic
approach to shared responsibility. Cooperative democracy is especially relevant
in an age of globalization and hyperconnectivity, where societies are continually
threatened with harms—such as climate change, global sweatshop labor, and
structural racism—that result from the combined interactions of multiple individuals
and institutions, and which therefore cannot be resolved without collective action.
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Democratic Responsibility offers insight into how political actors might confront
seemingly intractable problems, and challenges conventional understandings of
what commitment to democratic ideals entails. This book will be of interest to
scholars and students of political science, especially those who look to the history
of political thought for resources that might promote social justice in the present.
In his current work, Trenton Fervor-author of "The Last Individual: The
Ascendancy of the Sociomaniacal Mindset"-delivers a critical exposition of
democracy and its defects. "The Myth of American Democracy" is an
unapologetic critique of the American political system and an attempt to
dismantle the mystique perpetuated to sanctify and sanction it. Fervor entreats
the reader to reexamine the notion of democracy and its attendant processes
absent the sophistic demagoguery-and to more closely consider the actual nature
of the institution, and the establishment behemoth which inhabits and advances
it. The reader is encouraged to confront the myth and deception which pervade
the contemporary conception of democracy, and to accept the reality that the
democratic emperor is naked. Democracy today is in truth fundamentally absurd:
its premise is that an ideologically coherent, consistent, and efficient social policy
program can be constructed by formulating each aspect of the overall program
through a process of majoritarian amalgamation of contradictory, incongruent,
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and confrontational views. "The Myth of American Democracy" is an important
rebuke of conventional democratic orthodoxy which will challenge readers to
reevaluate their sympathies for the system. This book is recommended reading
for everyone who has wrestled with the troubling suspicion that there is
something inherently dubious and defective about the democratic system.
A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and
institutions Most people believe democracy is a uniquely just form of government.
They believe people have the right to an equal share of political power. And they
believe that political participation is good for us—it empowers us, helps us get
what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and more caring for
one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But
Jason Brennan says they are all wrong. In this trenchant book, Brennan argues
that democracy should be judged by its results—and the results are not good
enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to
competent government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the
irrational, and it all too often falls short. Furthermore, no one has a fundamental
right to any share of political power, and exercising political power does most of
us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social science research shows
that political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to make
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people worse—more irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture,
Brennan argues that a new system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the
knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, and that it's time to experiment
and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense
of the rule of the knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for
scholars and students of politics across the disciplines. Featuring a new preface
that situates the book within the current political climate and discusses other
alternatives beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique of
democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable.
Race, more than class or any other factor, determines who wins and who loses in
American democracy.
Since the founding of the American Republic, the North and South have followed
remarkably different paths of political development. Among the factors that have
led to their divergence throughout much of history are differences in the levels of
competition among the political parties. While the North has generally enjoyed a
well-defined two-party system, the South has tended to have only weakly
developed political parties—and at times no system of parties to speak of. With
Why Parties Matter, John H. Aldrich and John D. Griffin make a compelling case
that competition between political parties is an essential component of a
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democracy that is responsive to its citizens and thus able to address their
concerns. Tracing the history of the parties through four eras—the DemocraticWhig party era that preceded the Civil War; the post-Reconstruction period; the
Jim Crow era, when competition between the parties virtually disappeared; and
the modern era—Aldrich and Griffin show how and when competition emerged
between the parties and the conditions under which it succeeded and failed. In
the modern era, as party competition in the South has come to be widely
regarded as matching that of the North, the authors conclude by exploring the
question of whether the South is poised to become a one-party system once
again with the Republican party now dominant.
A contrarian yet highly engaging account of the spread of illiberal and antidemocratic sentiment throughout our culture that places responsibility on the
citizens themselves. Over the past three decades, citizens of democracies who
claim to value freedom, tolerance, and the rule of law have increasingly
embraced illiberal politicians and platforms. Democracy is in trouble--but who is
really to blame? In Our Own Worst Enemy, Tom Nichols challenges the current
depictions of the rise of illiberal and anti-democratic movements in the United
States and elsewhere as the result of the deprivations of globalization or the
malign decisions of elites. Rather, he places the blame for the rise of illiberalism
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on the people themselves. Nichols traces the illiberalism of the 21st century to
the growth of unchecked narcissism, rising standards of living, global peace, and
a resistance to change. Ordinary citizens, laden with grievances, have joined
forces with political entrepreneurs who thrive on the creation of rage rather than
on the encouragement of civic virtue and democratic cooperation. While it will be
difficult, Nichols argues that we need to defend democracy by resurrecting the
virtues of altruism, compromise, stoicism, and cooperation--and by recognizing
how good we've actually had it in the modern world. Trenchant, contrarian, and
highly engaging, Our Own Worst Enemy reframes the debate about how
democracies have ended up in this dire state of affairs and what to do about it.
If the confusion following the last presidential election is any indication, the average citizen
knows precious little about the democratic system and the laws that affect their daily lives. The
Everything American Government Book unravels the complexities of our democracy and
provides readers with the knowledge necessary to make the right decisions and take an active
role in the management of their country. From the roots of American government and the
challenges that have helped shape it over the years to its current structure and systems, this
thoroughly researched work is ideal for anyone brushing up on civics, as well as students of all
ages. Readers learn about: The personalities and events that gave rise to our current system
The real significance of the Bill of Rights and the Constitution The functions of each branch of
government and how they work together Private sector’s influence on public policy and
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decision-making Ways to get involved and make a difference Specially designed to inform and
empower the average citizen during this critical election year, The Everything American
Government Book provides the keys to understanding the ins and outs of the most powerful
democracy in the world.
“Wegman combines in-depth historical analysis and insight into contemporary politics to
present a cogent argument that the Electoral College violates America’s ‘core democratic
principles’ and should be done away with..." —Publishers Weekly The framers of the
Constitution battled over it. Lawmakers have tried to amend or abolish it more than 700 times.
To this day, millions of voters, and even members of Congress, misunderstand how it works. It
deepens our national divide and distorts the core democratic principles of political equality and
majority rule. How can we tolerate the Electoral College when every vote does not count the
same, and the candidate who gets the most votes can lose? Twice in the last five elections, the
Electoral College has overridden the popular vote, calling the integrity of the entire system into
question—and creating a false picture of a country divided into bright red and blue blocks when
in fact we are purple from coast to coast. Even when the popular-vote winner becomes
president, tens of millions of Americans—Republicans and Democrats alike—find that their votes
didn't matter. And, with statewide winner-take-all rules, only a handful of battleground states
ultimately decide who will become president. Now, as political passions reach a boiling point at
the dawn of the 2020 race, the message from the American people is clear: The way we vote
for the only official whose job it is to represent all Americans is neither fair nor just. Major
reform is needed—now. Isn't it time to let the people pick the president? In this thoroughly
researched and engaging call to arms, Supreme Court journalist and New York Times editorial
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board member Jesse Wegman draws upon the history of the founding era, as well as
information gleaned from campaign managers, field directors, and other officials from twentyfirst-century Democratic and Republican presidential campaigns, to make a powerful case for
abolishing the antiquated and antidemocratic Electoral College. In Let the People Pick the
President he shows how we can at long last make every vote in the United States count—and
restore belief in our democratic system.
After more than a century of assorted dictatorships and innumerable fiscal crises, the majority
of Latin America's states are governed today by constitutional democratic regimes. Some
analysts and scholars argue that Latin America weathered the 2008 fiscal crisis much better
than the United States. How did this happen? Jorge I. Domínguez and Michael Shifter asked
area specialists to examine the electoral and governance factors that shed light on this
transformation and the region's prospects. They gather their findings in the fourth edition of
Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America. This new edition is completely
updated. Part I is thematic, covering issues of media, constitutionalism, the commodities boom,
and fiscal management vis-à-vis governance. Part II focuses on eight important countries in
the regionâ€”Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Already
widely used in courses, Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America will continue to
interest students of Latin American politics, democratization studies, and comparative politics
as well as policymakers.
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists questions the extent to
which the American Constitution furthers democratic goals. Robert Dahl reveals the
Constitution's potentially antidemocratic elements and explains why they are there, compares
Page 24/26

Read Book How Democratic Is The American Constitution
the American constitutional system to other democratic systems, and explores how we might
alter our political system to achieve greater equality among citizens. In a new chapter for this
second edition, he shows how increasing differences in state populations revealed by the
Census of 2000 have further increased the veto power over constitutional amendments held by
a tiny minority of Americans. He then explores the prospects for changing some important
political practices that are not prescribed by the written Constitution, though most Americans
may assume them to be so.
How Democratic Is the American Constitution?Second EditionYale University Press
“A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary democracies.”—Steven
Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die Why divisions have deepened and what can be
done to heal them As one part of the global democratic recession, severe political polarization
is increasingly afflicting old and new democracies alike, producing the erosion of democratic
norms and rising societal anger. This volume is the first book-length comparative analysis of
this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth case studies of countries as wide-ranging
and important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and the United States. The case study
authors are a diverse group of country and regional experts, each with deep local knowledge
and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures that are dividing
societies and the factors bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under study,
political entrepreneurs have exploited and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own
purposes—in the process undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and productive
governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Each case study
discusses actions that concerned citizens and organizations are taking to counter polarizing
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forces, whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the media. The book’s
editors distill from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and
defeating polarization in the world’s democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book
is of compelling interest to civic activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in
societies beset by increasingly rancorous partisanship.
Shows how changes in work, family structure, women's roles, and other factors have caused
people to become increasingly disconnected from family, friends, neighbors, and democratic
structures--and how they may reconnect.
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