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Greek And Roman Necromancy
Successful working of any of these devotions will enable you
to share consciousness with the Angel of Death as well as
becoming 'one' with your own death.
In classical antiquity, there was much interest in
necromancy--the consultation of the dead for divination.
People could seek knowledge from the dead by sleeping on
tombs, visiting oracles, and attempting to reanimate corpses
and skulls. Ranging over many of the lands in which Greek
and Roman civilizations flourished, including Egypt, from the
Greek archaic period through the late Roman empire, this
book is the first comprehensive survey of the subject ever
published in any language. Daniel Ogden surveys the places,
performers, and techniques of necromancy as well as the
reasons for turning to it. He investigates the cave-based sites
of oracles of the dead at Heracleia Pontica and Tainaron, as
well as the oracles at the Acheron and Avernus, which
probably consisted of lakeside precincts. He argues that the
Acheron oracle has been long misidentified, and considers in
detail the traditions attached to each site. Readers meet the
personnel--real or imagined--of ancient necromancy: ghosts,
zombies, the earliest vampires, evocators, sorcerers,
shamans, Persian magi, Chaldaeans, Egyptians, Roman
emperors, and witches from Circe to Medea. Ogden explains
the technologies used to evocate or reanimate the dead and
to compel them to disgorge their secrets. He concludes by
examining ancient beliefs about ghosts and their
wisdom--beliefs that underpinned and justified the practice of
necromancy. The first of its kind and filled with information,
this volume will be of central importance to those interested in
the rapidly expanding, inherently fascinating, and
intellectually exciting subjects of ghosts and magic in
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antiquity.
This major addition to Blackwell?s Companions to the Ancient
World series covers all aspects of religion in the ancient
Greek world from the archaic, through the classical and into
the Hellenistic period. Written by a panel of international
experts Focuses on religious life as it was experienced by
Greek men and women at different times and in different
places Features major sections on local religious systems,
sacred spaces and ritual, and the divine
In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy
now strange to us, magic was of great importance both in the
literary mythic tradition and in ritual practice. In this book,
Daniel Ogden presents 300 texts in new translations, along
with brief but explicit commentaries. Authors include the well
known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil, Pliny)
and the less familiar, and extend across the whole of GraecoRoman antiquity.
In Death, Burial and Rebirth in the Religions of Antiquity, Jon
Davies charts the significance of death to the emerging
religious cults in the pre-Christian and early Christian world.
He analyses the varied burial rituals and examines the
different notions of the afterlife. Among the areas covered
are: * Osiris and Isis: the life theology of Ancient Egypt *
burying the Jewish dead * Roman religion and Roman
funerals * Early Christian burial * the nature of martyrdom.
Jon Davies also draws on the sociological theory of Max
Weber to present a comprehensive introduction to and
overview of death, burial and the afterlife in the first Christian
centuries which offers insights into the relationship between
social change and attitudes to death and dying.
The end of the eighteenth century saw the end of the witch
trials everywhere. This volume charts the processes and
reasons for the decriminalisation of witchcraft but also
challenges the widespread assumption that Europe has been
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'disenchanted'. For the first time surveys are given of the
social role of witchcraft in European communities down to the
end of the nineteenth century and of the continued
importance of witchcraft and magic as topics of debate
among intellectuals and other writers>
Belief in the afterlife is still very much alive in Western
civilisation, even though the truth of its existence is no longer
universally accepted. Surprisingly, however, heaven, hell and
the immortal soul were all ideas which arrived relatively late in
the ancient world. Originally Greece and Israel - the cultures
that gave us Christianity - had only the vaguest ideas of an
afterlife. So where did these concepts come from and why did
they develop? In this fascinating, learned, but highly readable
book, Jan N. Bremmer - one of the foremost authorities on
ancient religion - takes a fresh look at the major
developments in the Western imagination of the afterlife, from
the ancient Greeks to the modern near-death experience.
Heracles is the quintessential ancient Greek hero. The rich
and massive tradition associated with him encompasses
myths of all kinds: quest myths, monster-fights, worldfoundational myths, aetiological myths, philosophical myths,
allegorical myths, and more. It informs and is informed by
every genre and variety of Classical literature. The figure of
Heracles opens windows onto numerous aspects of ancient
religion, including those of cult, syncretism, Christian
reception, the relationship between gods and heroes, and the
intersection of religion with politics. The Oxford Handbook of
Heracles is the first large-scale guide to Heracles, his mythcycle the Twelve Labors, and, to the pervasive impact of the
hero upon Greek and Roman culture. The first half of the
volume is devoted to the lucid exposition and analysis of the
ancient evidence, literary and iconographic, for Heracles' life
and deeds. In the second half, the Heracles tradition is
analyzed from a range of thematic perspectives, including the
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contrasting projections of the figure across the major literary
genres and in art; the ways in which Greek communities and
even Roman emperors exploited the figure in the fashioning
of their own identities and for political advantage; his cult in
Greece and Rome and its syncretism with that of the
Phoenician Melqart; and Heracles' reception in later Western
tradition. Presenting, in 39 chapters, the authoritative work of
international experts in a clear and well-structured format, this
volume provides a convenient reference tool for scholars and
offers an accessible starting-point for students.

Book Excerpt: ...The Larvæ were regular characters in
the Atellane farces at Rome, where they performed
various "danses macabres." Can these possibly be the
prototypes of the Dances of Death so popular in the
Middle Ages? We find something very similar on the wellknown silver cups discovered at Bosco Reale, though
Death itself does not seem to have been represented in
this way. Some of the designs in the medieval series
would certainly have appealed to the average bourgeois
Roman of the Trimalchio type--e.g., "Les Trois Vifs et les
Trois Morts," the three men riding gaily out hunting and
meeting their own skeletons. Such crude contrasts are
just what one would expect to find at Pompeii.Lemures
and Larvæ are often confused, but Lemures is the
regular word for the dead not at rest--the "Lemuri," or
spirits of the churchyard, of some parts of modern Italy.
They were evil spirits, propitiated in early days with
blood. Hence the first gladiatorial games were given in
connection with funerals. Both in Greece and in Rome
there were special festivals for appeasing these restless
spirits. Originally...
Birds pervaded the ancient world, impressing their
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physical presence on the daily experience and
imaginations of ordinary people and figuring prominently
in literature and art. They provided a fertile source of
symbols and stories in myths and folklore and were
central to the ancient rituals of augury and divination.
Jeremy Mynott's Birds in the Ancient World illustrates the
many different roles birds played in culture: as indicators
of time, weather and the seasons; as a resource for
hunting, eating, medicine and farming; as domestic pets
and entertainments; and as omens and intermediaries
between the gods and humankind. We learn how birds
were perceived - through quotations from well over a
hundred classical Greek and Roman authors, all of them
translated freshly into English, through nearly 100
illustrations from ancient wall-paintings, pottery and
mosaics, and through selections from early scientific
writings, and many anecdotes and descriptions from
works of history, geography and travel. Jeremy Mynott
acts as a stimulating guide to this rich and fascinating
material, using birds as a prism through which to explore
both the similarities and the often surprising differences
between ancient conceptions of the natural world and
our own. His book is an original contribution to the
flourishing interest in the cultural history of birds and to
our understanding of the ancient cultures in which birds
played such a prominent part.
Parting company with the trend in recent scholarship to
treat the subject in abstract, highly theoretical terms,
Magic in Ancient Greece and Rome proposes that the
magic-working of antiquity was in reality a highly
pragmatic business, with very clearly formulated aims Page 5/21
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often of an exceedingly maligant kind. In seven chapters,
each addressed to an important arm of Greco-Roman
magic, the volume discusses the history of the
rediscovery and publication of the so-called Greek
Magical Papyri, a key source for our understanding of
ancient magic; the startling violence of ancient erotic
spells and the use of these by women as well as men;
the alteration in the landscape of defixio (curse tablet)
studies by major new finds and the confirmation these
provide that the frequently lethal intent of such tablets
must not be downplayed; the use of herbs in magic,
considered from numerous perspectives but with an
especial focus on the bizarre-seeming rituals and
protocols attendant upon their collection; the
employment of animals in magic, the factors determining
the choice of animal, the uses to which they were put,
and the procuring and storage of animal parts,
conceivably in a sorcerer's workshop; the witch as a
literary construct, the clear homologies between the
magical procedures of fictional witches and those
documented for real spells, the gendering of the witchfigure and the reductive presentation of sorceresses as
old, risible and ineffectual; the issue of whether ancient
magicians practised human sacrifice and the illuminating
parallels between such accusations and late 20th
century accounts of child-murder in the context of
perverted Satanic rituals. By challenging a number of
orthodoxies and opening up some underexamined
aspects of the subject, this wide-ranging study stakes out
important new territory in the field of magical studies.
Round Trip to Hades in the Eastern Mediterranean
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Tradition explores the theme of visits to the underworld
in the ancient Greek and Byzantine traditions from a
broad perspective including written sources, iconography
and archaeology.
This book presents twenty chapters by experts in their
fields, providing a thorough and interdisciplinary
overview of the theory and practice of magic in the West.
Its chronological scope extends from the Ancient Near
East to twenty-first-century North America; its objects of
analysis range from Persian curse tablets to US neopaganism. For comparative purposes, the volume
includes chapters on developments in the Jewish and
Muslim worlds, evaluated not simply for what they
contributed at various points to European notions of
magic, but also as models of alternative development in
ancient Mediterranean legacy. Similarly, the volume
highlights the transformative and challenging encounters
of Europeans with non-Europeans, regarding the
practice of magic in both early modern colonization and
more recent decolonization.
With Aristomenes of Messene, Daniel Ogden identifies
yet another fertile and undervalued topic in Ancient
History. He has previously studied illegitimacy in the
ancient Greek world (Greek Bastardy, OUP, 1996),
Greek ideas about the relationship between deformity
and power (Crooked Kings of Ancient Greece,
Duckworth, 1997), the nature and causes of dynastic
murder in the Hellenistic world (Polygamy, Prostitutes
and Death, Classical Press of Wales, 1999) and the
techniques of calling up the dead in the ancient world
(Greek and Roman Necromancy, Princeton UP, 2001).
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Among his other books is a volume edited for the
Classical Press of Wales, The Hellenistic World: New
perspectives (2002).The legends of Aristomenes, hero of
the Messenian resistance to Sparta, were designed to
excite, gratify and amuse. Yet they remain almost
unknown even to specialist ancient historians. This book,
the first monograph to be devoted to Aristomenes,
redirects attention to his adventures, which at times
resemble those of King Arthur, Robin Hood and even
Sinbad the Sailor. The book goes beyond the question of
the historicity of Aristomenes, and examines the
meaning and symbolism of the stories in their own right.
The study will be welcomed by those with an interest in
the history of Sparta, in Pausanias (our principal source
for the tales), and in Greek traditional narrative.
Famously, Sparta tried to suppress the identity and selfconfidence of its Messenian helots. Yet here are stories
which give access to the imagination of this long-muted
but ultimately liberated people..
An exploration of how the image and idea of the dragon
has evolved through history How did the dragon get its
wings? Everyone in the modern West has a clear idea of
what a dragon looks like and of the sorts of stories it
inhabits, not least devotees of the fantasies of J. R. R.
Tolkien, J. K. Rowling, and George R. R. Martin. A cross
between a snake and some fearsome mammal, often
sporting colossal wings, they live in caves, lie on
treasure, maraud, and breathe fire. They are
extraordinarily powerful, but even so, ultimately defeated
in their battles with humans. What is the origin of this
creature? The Dragon in the West is the first serious and
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substantial account in any language of the evolution of
the modern dragon from its ancient forebears. Daniel
Ogden's detailed exploration begins with the drak?n of
Greek myth and the draco of the dragon-loving Romans,
and a look at the ancient world's female dragons. It
brings the story forwards though Christian writings,
medieval illustrated manuscripts, and the lives of dragonduelling saints, before concluding with a study of
dragons found in the medieval Germanic world, including
those of the Anglo-Saxon Beowulf and the Norse sagas.
This volume explores the dragon or the supernatural
serpent in Graeco-Roman myth and religion. It
incorporates analyses, with comprehensive accounts of
the rich literary and iconographic sources, for the
principal dragons of myth, and discusses matters of cult
and the paradoxical association of dragons and serpents
with the most benign of deities.

This major addition to Blackwell’s Companions to
the Ancient World series covers all aspects of
religion in the ancient Greek world from the archaic,
through the classical and into the Hellenistic period.
Written by a panel of international experts Focuses
on religious life as it was experienced by Greek men
and women at different times and in different places
Features major sections on local religious systems,
sacred spaces and ritual, and the divine
Sperm and machismo in Sparta, the belief that it is
possible to have two biological fathers, and "womb
strife" between half-siblings - these are among the
fascinating insights about Greek attitudes towards
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sex and society revealed in this first full length study
of illegitimacy in the Greek world. Disciples of
Foucault, and a wide range of social historians - from
scholars of Athenian law to women in antiquity should all find this of prime interest and importance.
From the dawn of European literature, the figure of
Medea--best known as the helpmate of Jason and
murderer of her own children--has inspired artists in
all fields throughout all centuries. Euripides, Seneca,
Corneille, Delacroix, Anouilh, Pasolini, Maria Callas,
Martha Graham, Samuel Barber, and Diana Rigg are
among the many who have given Medea life on
stage, film, and canvas, through music and dance,
from ancient Greek drama to Broadway. In seeking
to understand the powerful hold Medea has had on
our imaginations for nearly three millennia, a group
of renowned scholars here examines the major
representations of Medea in myth, art, and ancient
and contemporary literature, as well as the
philosophical, psychological, and cultural questions
these portrayals raise. The result is a comprehensive
and nuanced look at one of the most captivating
mythic figures of all time. Unlike most mythic figures,
whose attributes remain constant throughout
mythology, Medea is continually changing in the
wide variety of stories that circulated during antiquity.
She appears as enchantress, helper-maiden,
infanticide, fratricide, kidnapper, founder of cities,
and foreigner. Not only does Medea's checkered
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career illuminate the opposing concepts of self and
other, it also suggests the disturbing possibility of
otherness within self. In addition to the editors, the
contributors include Fritz Graf, Nita Krevans, Jan
Bremmer, Dolores M. O'Higgins, Deborah Boedeker,
Carole E. Newlands, John M. Dillon, Martha C.
Nussbaum, Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood, and
Marianne McDonald.
The Cambridge Book of Magic is an edition of a
hitherto unpublished sixteenth-century manuscript of
necromancy (ritual magic), now in Cambridge
University Library. Written in England between 1532
and 1558, the manuscript consists of 91
'experiments', most of them involving the conjuration
of angels and demons, for purposes as diverse as
knowing the future, inflicting bodily harm, and
recovering stolen property. However, the author's
interests went beyond spirit conjuration to include a
variety of forms of natural magic. The treatise drew
on astrological image magic and magico-medical
texts, and the author had a particular fascination with
the properties of plants and herbs. The Cambridge
Book of Magic gives an insight into the practice and
thought of one sixteenth-century magician, who may
have been acting on behalf of clients as well as
working for his own benefit.
Stories about dragons, serpents, and their slayers
make up a rich and varied tradition within ancient
mythology and folklore. In this sourcebook, Daniel
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Ogden presents a comprehensive and easily
accessible collection of dragon myths from Greek,
Roman, and early Christian sources. Some of the
dragons featured are well known: the Hydra, slain by
Heracles; the Dragon of Colchis, the guardian of the
golden fleece overcome by Jason and Medea; and
the great sea-serpent from which Perseus rescues
Andromeda. But the less well known dragons are
often equally enthralling, like the Dragon of
Thespiae, which Menestratus slays by feeding
himself to it in armor covered in fish-hooks, or the
lamias of Libya, who entice young men into their
striking-range by wiggling their tails, shaped like
beautiful women, at them. The texts are arranged in
such a way as to allow readers to witness the
continuity of and evolution in dragon stories between
the Classical and Christian worlds, and to
understand the genesis of saintly dragon-slaying
stories of the sort now characteristically associated
with St George, whose earliest dragon-fight
concludes the volume. All texts, a considerable
number of which have not previously been available
in English, are offered in new translations and
accompanied by lucid commentaries that place the
source-passages into their mythical, folkloric, literary,
and cultural contexts. A sampling of the ancient
iconography of dragons and an appendix on dragon
slaying myths from the ancient Near East and India,
particularly those with a bearing upon the GrecoPage 12/21
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Roman material, are also included. This volume
promises to be the most authoritative sourcebook on
this perennially fascinating and influential body of
ancient myth.
This book is a collection of studies by scholars
Greek, Roman, Egyptian, and early Christian
religions on the topic of divination. Its topics range
from necromancy to dice rolling, free-lance diviners
to Delphi, and includes treatments from the Archaic
period to Late Antiquity.
This collection challenges the tendency among
scholars of ancient Greece to see magical and
religious ritual as mutually exclusive and to ignore
"magical" practices in Greek religion. The
contributors survey specific bodies of archaeological,
epigraphical, and papyrological evidence for magical
practices in the Greek world, and, in each case,
determine whether the traditional dichotomy between
magic and religion helps in any way to conceptualize
the objective features of the evidence examined.
Contributors include Christopher A. Faraone, J.H.M.
Strubbe, H.S. Versnel, Roy Kotansky, John
Scarborough, Samuel Eitrem, Fritz Graf, John J.
Winkler, Hans Dieter Betz, and C.R. Phillips.
One of the foremost experts on magic, religion, and
the occult in the ancient world provides an
unparalleled exploration of magic in the GrecoRoman world, giving insight into the shifting ideas of
religion and the divine in the ancient past and in the
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later Western tradition.
In a moonlit graveyard somewhere in southern Italy, a soldier
removes his clothes in readiness to transform himself into a
wolf. He depends upon the clothes to recover his human
shape, and so he magically turns them to stone, but his
secret is revealed when, back in human form, he is seen to
carry a wound identical to that recently dealt to a marauding
wolf. In Arcadia a man named Damarchus accidentally tastes
the flesh of a human sacrifice and is transformed into a wolf
for nine years. At Temesa Polites is stoned to death for
raping a local girl, only to return to terrorize the people of the
city in the form of a demon in a wolfskin. Tales of the
werewolf are by now well established as a rich sub-strand of
the popular horror genre; less widely known is just how far
back in time their provenance lies. These are just some of the
werewolf tales that survive from the Graeco-Roman world,
and this is the first book in any language to be devoted to
their study. It shows how in antiquity werewolves thrived in a
story-world shared by witches, ghosts, demons, and soulflyers, and argues for the primary role of story-telling-as
opposed to rites of passage-in the ancient world's general
conceptualization of the werewolf. It also seeks to
demonstrate how the comparison of equally intriguing
medieval tales can be used to fill in gaps in our knowledge of
werewolf stories in the ancient world, thereby shedding new
light on the origins of the modern phenomenon. All ancient
texts bearing upon the subject have been integrated into the
discussion in new English translations, so that the book
provides not only an accessible overview for a broad
readership of all levels of familiarity with ancient languages,
but also a comprehensive sourcebook for the ancient
werewolf for the purposes of research and study.
Did you know that of all the major Olympian God, Hades was
Page 14/21

Online Library Greek And Roman Necromancy
the only one who didn’t live on Mount Olympus? He was the
ruler of the underworld, so does that mean he’s evil too?
Read this book to know about the story of Hades. Greek
mythology has greatly contributed to many of the symbols
used in both classic and modern literature. Begin reading
today!
Daniel Ogden's Polygamy, Prostitutes and Death, first
published in 1999, has established itself as the principal
guide to the history of royal women and their court intrigues
throughout the Hellenistic period. The author supplies clear
narrative and analysis of the strategic in-fighting involving the
numerous Cleopatras, Laodices and Stratonices, their female
rivals, their male relatives and enemies. Ogden's book does
much to establish the importance of royal women for the
increasingly-studied Hellenistic age. Daniel Ogden is currently
Professor of Ancient History in the University of Exeter.
`Polygamy, Prostitutes and Death: The Hellenistic dynasties
is virtually irresistible. The story told...is concerned
with...vicious rivalry on the part of polygamously held
wives...a complicated tale made much easier to follow.' Peter
Walcot, Greece & Rome `Ogden handles his sources with
skill and manoeuvres carefully through this historical minefield... Ogden's book is a prosopographer's delight, and
goldmine of information for every student of Hellenistic
history.' Waldemar Heckel, Bryn Mawr Classical Review
This volume examines the ways in which divination, often
through oracular utterances and other mechanisms, linked
mortals with the gods, and places the practice within the
ancient sociopolitical and religious environment. Whether
humans sought knowledge by applying to an oracle through
which the god was believed to speak or used soothsayers
who interpreted specific signs such as the flight of birds, there
was a fundamental desire to know the will of the gods. In
many cases, pragmatic concerns – personal, economic or
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political – can be deduced from the context of the application.
Divination and communication with the gods in a post-pagan
world has also produced fascinating receptions. The
presentation of these processes in monotheistic societies
such as early Christian Late Antiquity (where the practice
continued through the use of curse tablets) or medieval
Europe, and beyond, where the role of religion had changed
radically, provides a particular challenge and this topic has
been little discussed by scholars. This volume aims to rectify
this desideratum by providing the opportunity to address
questions related to the reception of Greco-Roman divination,
oracles and prophecy, in all media, including literature and
film. Several contributions in this volume originated in the
2015 Classics Colloquium held at the University of South
Africa and the volume has been augmented with additional
contributions.
Examines ancient texts for clues to Alexander the Great's
parentage and birth, romantic relationships, and successors.
An international team of scholars from different academic
disciplines address some of the most important issues, texts,
and objects in the study of ancient magic. The volume is
divided into three primary sections. The first part offers new
approaches to some of the major theoretical and
methodological questions in the study of ancient magic. Most
importantly, the authors offer a defense of the term "magic"
as a scholarly rubric in the study of antiquity. The contributors
to the second part provide novel interpretations of some of
the most significant defixiones, amulets, recipes and rituals
from the ancient world. The essays also engage with
questions of gender, materiality, visuality, and scribal
practice. The final section examines the transmission of
magical practice, both in antiquity and in later periods.
Accordingly, the chapters in this final section allow scholars to
approach the study of magic over the longue duree. By
Page 16/21

Online Library Greek And Roman Necromancy
placing into dialogue the interests, concerns, and methods of
scholars from diverse academic fields, this volume provides
an interdisciplinary perspective to the study of premodern
magic.
In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy
now strange to us, magic was of great importance both in the
literary and mythic tradition and in ritual practice. Recently,
ancient magic has hit a high in popularity, both as an area of
scholarly inquiry and as one of general, popular interest. In
Magic, Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman
Worlds Daniel Ogden presents three hundred texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit commentaries. This is
the first book in the field to unite extensive selections from
both literary and documentary sources. Alongside
descriptions of sorcerers, witches, and ghosts in the works of
ancient writers, it reproduces curse tablets, spells from
ancient magical recipe books, and inscriptions from magical
amulets. Each translation is followed by a commentary that
puts it in context within ancient culture and connects the
passage to related passages in this volume. Authors include
the well known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil,
Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across the whole of
Greco-Roman antiquity. The second edition includes a new
preface, an updated bibliography, and new source-passages,
such as the earliest use of the word "mage" in Greek" (fr.
Aeschylus' Persians ), a werewolf tale (Aesop's Fables), and
excerpts from the most systematic account of ancient
legislation against magic (Theodosian Code).
The Path of Shadows takes the reader deep in the sunless
realm of hidden, subterranean gods, the world of the dead,
and ancient Greek occult practices.

In Search of the Sorcerer's Apprentice is the first book in
English to be devoted to Lucian's Philopseudes or Lover
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of Lies (c. 170s AD). It comprises an extensive
discussion, with full translation, of this engaging and
satirical Greek text with its ten tales of magic and ghosts.
One of these is the famous story of The Sorcerer's
Apprentice, and this conveys the flavour of the rest. In
other tales a plague of snakes is blasted with a
miraculous scorching breath, a woman is drawn to her
admirer by an animated cupid doll, and a haunted house
is cleansed of its monstrous ghost. The Philopseudes
stands at the intersection of three of the liveliest fields in
the study of antiquity: magic, traditional narratives, and
the Lucianic oeuvre itself. Ogden's cross-fertilising
expertise in all three of these fields enables him to build
sophisticated analyses for each of the tales and to place
them sensitively in their historical, cultural and literary
contexts. Among the themes of the work are Lucian's
methods of adapting motifs from traditional narratives,
and the text's overlooked Cynic voice.
Fantasy in Greek and Roman Literature offers an
overview of Greek and Roman excursions into fantasy,
including imaginary voyages, dream-worlds, talking
animals and similar impossibilities. This is a territory
seldom explored and extends to rarely read texts such
as the Aesop Romance, The Battle of the Frogs and the
Mice, and The Pumpkinification of the Emperor Claudius.
Bringing this diverse material together for the first time,
Anderson widens readers’ perspectives on the realm of
fantasy in ancient literature, including topics such as
dialogues with the dead, Utopian communities and
fantastic feasts. Going beyond the more familiar world of
myth, his examples range from The Golden Ass to the
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Late Antique Testament of a Pig. The volume also
explores ancient resistance to the world of make-believe.
Fantasy in Greek and Roman Literature is an invaluable
resource not only for students of classical and
comparative literature, but also for modern writers on
fantasy who want to explore the genre’s origins in
antiquity, both in the more obvious and in lesser-known
texts.
Examining sites that are familiar to many modern
tourists, Valerie Warrior avoids imposing a modern
perspective on the topic by using the testimony of the
ancient Romans to describe traditional Roman religion.
The ancient testimony recreates the social and historical
contexts in which Roman religion was practised. It
shows, for example, how, when confronted with a foreign
cult, official traditional religion accepted the new cult with
suitable modifications. Basic difficulties, however, arose
with regard to the monotheism of the Jews and
Christianity. Carefully integrated with the text are visual
representations of divination, prayer, and sacrifice as
depicted on monuments, coins, and inscriptions from
public buildings and homes throughout the Roman world.
Also included are epitaphs and humble votive offerings
that illustrate the piety of individuals, and that reveal the
prevalence of magic and the occult in the spiritual lives of
the ancient Romans.
In classical antiquity, there was much interest in
necromancy--the consultation of the dead for divination.
Ranging over many of the lands in which Greek and
Roman civilizations flourished, including Egypt, from the
Greek archaic period through the late Roman empire,
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this book is the first comprehensive survey of the
subject. [from publisher's advertisement]
Ancient Greeks and Romans often turned to magic to
achieve personal goals. Magical rites were seen as a
route for direct access to the gods, for material gains as
well as spiritual satisfaction. In this survey of magical
beliefs and practices from the sixth century B.C.E.
through late antiquity, Fritz Graf sheds new light on
ancient religion. Graf explores the important types of
magic in Greco-Roman antiquity, describing rites and
explaining the theory behind them. And he characterizes
the ancient magician: his training and initiation, social
status, and presumed connections with the divine world.
With trenchant analysis of underlying conceptions and
vivid account of illustrative cases, Graf gives a full picture
of the practice of magic and its implications. He
concludes with an evaluation of the relation of magic to
religion.
This study is the first to assemble the evidence for the
existence of sorcerors in the ancient world; it also
addresses the question of their identity and social
origins. The resulting investigation takes us to the
underside of Greek and Roman society, into a world of
wandering holy men and women, conjurors and wonderworkers, and into the lives of prostitutes, procuresses,
charioteers and theatrical performers. This fascinating
reconstruction of the careers of witches and sorcerors
allows us to see into previously inaccessible areas of
Greco-Roman life. Compelling for both its detail and
clarity, and with an extraordinarily revealing breadth of
evidence employed, it will be an essential resource for
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anyone studying ancient magic.
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