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Georg Simmel On Individuality And Social Forms
"That we shall know with whom we have to do, is the first precondition of having
anything to do with another. The customary reciprocal presentation, in the case of any
somewhat protracted conversation, or in the case of contact upon the same social
plane, although at first sight an empty form, is an excellent symbol of that reciprocal
apprehension which is the presumption of every social relationship."
This collection enables the reader to engage with the full range of Georg Simmel's
dazzling contributions to the study of culture. It opens with his basic essays on defining
culture, its changes and its crisis. These are followed by more specific explorations of
culture.
Originally published in 1993, this book opens a new and major line of interpretation,
showing that Georg Simmel is the essential sociologist of the postmodern age. The
authors trace the important contributions that Simmel's writings can make to current
studies of intellectual ethics, textual methodology, sociological theory, philosophy of
history and cultural theory
'I have lost interest ...in all that I have written prior to The Philosophy of Money . This
one is really my book, the others appear to me colourless and seem as if they could
have been written by anyone else.' - Georg Simmel to Heinrich Rickert (1904) In The
Philosophy of Money , Simmel provides us with a remarkably wide-ranging discussion
of the social, psychological and philosophical aspects of the money economy, full of
brilliant insights into the forms that social relationships take. He analyzes the
relationships of money to exchange, the human personality, the position of women,
individual freedom and many other areas of human existence. Later he provides us with
an account of the consequences of the modern money economy and the division of
labour, which examines the processes of alienation and reification in work, urban life
and elsewhere. Perhaps, more than any of his other sociological works, The Philosophy
of Money gives us an example of his comprehensive analysis of the interrelationships
between the most diverse and seemingly connected social phenomena. This revised
edition of the translation by Tom Bottomore and David Frisby, includes a new Preface
by Davi
This textbook examines interaction, reciprocity, dualism, conflict, and personality in the
work of Georg Simmel. These themes, which made Simmel the founder of relational
sociology, are presented uniquely in the light of intimate relations. According to Simmel,
intimate relations rather than the individual constitute the fundamental stratum of
human culture. By relating objective social facts to subjective experience, Simmel also
opened up a new way of understanding human life in the early 20th century. Using
Simmel's theory of reciprocity, this book follows an innovative method of interpretation,
providing a quantitative perspective of lived experience. This book analyzes Simmel's
ideas from the viewpoint of modern hermeneutical philosophy and sociology. Fellmann
expertly presents the historical context of Simmel's concepts, and their influence on
other sociologists and philosophers, especially in Germany. Written in an engaging
style, this book is suitable as a core text in undergraduate and graduate courses on
sociological theory and continental philosophy. Additionally, given the new focus on
Simmel and intimate relations, the book is of interest to scholars of relational sociology,
history of sociology, continental philosophy, history of philosophy, philosophy of culture,
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and philosophical anthropology.-The essays turn about a single theme, the loss of the capacity to deal constructively
with ambiguity in the modern era. Levine offers a head-on critique of the modern
compulsion to flee ambiguity. He centers his analysis on the question of what
responses social scientists should adopt in the face of the inexorably ambiguous
character of all natural languages. In the course of his argument, Levine presents a
fresh reading of works by the classic figures of modern European and American social
theory—Durkheim, Freud, Simmel and Weber, and Park, Parsons, and Merton.

Published in 1918, The View of Life is Georg Simmel’s final work. Famously
deemed “the brightest man in Europe” by George Santayana, Simmel
addressed diverse topics across his essayistic writings, which influenced
scholars in aesthetics, epistemology, and sociology. Nevertheless, certain core
issues emerged over the course of his career—the genesis, structure, and
transcendence of social and cultural forms, and the nature and conditions of
authentic individuality, including the role of mindfulness regarding mortality.
Composed not long before his death, The View of Life was, Simmel wrote, his
“testament,” a capstone work of profound metaphysical inquiry intended to
formulate his conception of life in its entirety. Now Anglophone readers can at
last read in full the work that shaped the argument of Heidegger’s Being and
Time and whose extraordinary impact on European intellectual life between the
wars was extolled by Jürgen Habermas. Presented alongside these seminal
essays are aphoristic fragments from Simmel’s last journal, providing a beguiling
look into the mind of one of the twentieth century’s greatest thinkers.
This book draws upon the work of Georg Simmel to explore the limits, tensions
and dynamism of social life through a close analysis of the works produced in the
final years of his life and reveals what they might still offer some 100 years later.
Focusing on the relationships between worlds, lives and fragments in these
works, David Beer opens up a conceptual toolkit for understanding life as both an
individual experience and as a deeply social phenomenon. Taking the reader
through artistic and musical forms of inspiration, to the problems of culture and
on to the conceptual understanding of lived experience, the book illuminates the
richness of Simmel’s ideas and thinking. This sophisticated dialogue with
Simmel’s lesser known later works will provide fresh insights for students and
scholars of cultural and social theory and pave the way for a reinvigorated
engagement with his ideas.
A quartet of essays on great European cities from the groundbreaking thinker
Georg Simmel These brilliant essays, from one of Germany's greatest and most
influential thinkers, are beautifully written and highly readable portraits of three
Italian cities: Rome, Venice and Florence. Simmel saw the city as a work of art in
itself, and taken together these pieces act as a powerful suite expounding that
notion. A seminal work of psycho-geography, this collection has never been
published together in English before.
This new volume of the SAGE Social Thinkers series, The Social Thought of
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Georg Simmel provides a concise introduction to the work, life, and influences of
Georg Simmel. Horst J. Helle closely examines the writings and ideas of Simmel
that introduced a new way of looking at culture and society and helped establish
sociology’s place among the academic fields. The book focuses on the key
intellectual concerns of Simmel, including the process of individualization,
religion, private and family life, cities, and modernization. It is ideal for use as a
self-contained volume or in conjunction with other sociological theory books.
Since its birth, sociology has struggled vainly to achieve an encompassing
intellectual 'synthesis' as it has fought against the explosion of ideas about the
social world. This volume considers an alternative response that has recently
developed to conditions of intellectual fragmentation: 'the dialogical turn,' a
sociological approach that welcomes a plurality of orientations and perspectives
as the essential basis for establishing productive dialogue. This volume explores
this exciting approach, building on the ideas of Donald N. Levine, whose
extensive writings on the forms and functions of intellectual dialogue provide the
point of departure for an internationally renowned group of scholars. Their
innovative chapters assess the role of sociology in the conversation across
contemporary academic disciplines, exploring the fundamental structural and
conceptual reconstructions now taking place in the social sciences.
The People, Place, and Space Reader brings together the writings of scholars,
designers, and activists from a variety of fields to make sense of the makings and
meanings of the world we inhabit. They help us to understand the relationships
between people and the environment at all scales, and to consider the active
roles individuals, groups, and social structures play in creating the environments
in which people live, work, and play. These readings highlight the ways in which
space and place are produced through large- and small-scale social, political,
and economic practices, and offer new ways to think about how people engage
the environment in multiple and diverse ways. Providing an essential resource for
students of urban studies, geography, sociology and many other areas, this book
brings together important but, till now, widely dispersed writings across many
inter-related disciplines. Introductions from the editors precede each section;
introducing the texts, demonstrating their significance, and outlining the key
issues surrounding the topic. A companion website, PeoplePlaceSpace.org,
extends the work even further by providing an on-going series of additional
reading lists that cover issues ranging from food security to foreclosure,
psychiatric spaces to the environments of predator animals.
"This book is a first of its kind: an edited collection bringing the finest of Georg Simmel's writing
on art and aesthetics together, and bringing many of these essays into English for the first
time. Simmel is considered one of the founding fathers of modern sociology but he, like his
contemporary Walter Benjamin, wrote about many aspects of life and culture. Simmel's
intellectual contributions have long been recognized and he is a keystone in cultural theory of
the early 20th century. The essays in this collection are gathered topically and show the wide
range of Simmel's thinking even within the arts: aesthetics, landscape, theater, sculpture,
literature, and more. Austin Harrington is the brilliant guide behind this substantial volume. He
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served as editor and translator and also wrote an introduction. Richly informative and
thoroughly familiar with Simmel's life and work, Harrington's introduction will itself be an
important contribution to the scholarship on Simmel"-This social theory text combines the structure of a print reader with the ability to tailor the
course via an extensive interactive website. Readings from important classical and
contemporary theorists are placed in conversation with one another through core themes—the
puzzle of social order, the dark side of modernity, identity, etc. The website includes videos,
interactive commentaries, summaries of key concepts, exams and quizzes, annotated
selections from key readings, classroom activities, and more. See the website at
www.routledgesoc.com/theory New to the second edition: Expanded web content.
Teacher/student feedback employed to clarify difficult concepts. Reframed contemporary
section now offers readings by Robert Merton, Bruno Latour, David Harvey, Zygmut Bauman,
and Anthony Giddens.
Offers a penetrating, contextual interpretation of German philosopher and social thinker Georg
Simmel's ideas on modernity and modern civilisation.
This classic series provides students with concise and readable introductions to the work, life
and influence of the great sociological thinkers.
Georg Simmel developed a "form" method for the newly revived field of sociology, drawing on
the subjectivity/objectivity dialectic. While his book's organization differs from that of
contemporary texts, his method remains implicit in the field to this day.
This broad-ranging text offers an exciting and easily understood introduction to the theorists
who have made a key contribution to the discipline of sociology. Its carefully formulated
structure places the writers in their social and intellectual context, summarises the central
issues dealt with in their work and sketches out the intellectual legacy they have left behind
them. Graphically illustrating how these thinkers have shed light on how we think about
society, the book aims to convey the spirit of openness intrinsic to the sociological enterprise.

Most texts on classical social theory offer exhaustive coverage of every possible
theorist, making it difficult to use the book in one semester. Capitalism and Classical
Social Theory, Second Edition represents a departure from this approach by offering
solid coverage of the classical triumvirate (Marx, Durkheim, and Weber), but also
extending the canon strategically to include Simmel, four early female theorists, and the
writings of Du Bois. The result is a manageable, but thorough, examination of the key
classical theorists. The second edition has been updated throughout and includes two
new chapters: one on Weber and rationalization, and one on Du Bois and his writings
on race. A new concluding chapter links classical theory to current developments in
capitalism during an age of austerity.
Social Theory: Its Origins, History, and Contemporary Relevance analyzes the tradition
of social theory in terms of its origins and changes in kind of societies. Rossides
provides a full discussion of the sociohistorical environments that generated Western
social theory with a focus on the contemporary modern world. While employing a
sociology of knowledge approach that identifies theories as aristocratic versus
democratic, liberal versus socialist and also liberal feminist versus radical feminist; it
attempts to construct a scientific, unified social theory in the West. Additionally, it also
features African American theory, American culture studies, political and legal
philosophy, and environmental theory.
Liberal individualism, or 'classical liberalism' as it is often called, refers to a political
philosophy in which liberty plays the central role. This book demonstrates a conceptual
unity within the manifestations of classical liberalism by tracing the history of several
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interrelated and reinforcing themes. Concepts such as order, justice, rights and
freedom have imparted unity to this diverse political ideology by integrating context and
meaning. However, they have also sparked conflict, as classical liberals split on a
number of issues, such as legitimate exceptions to the 'presumption of liberty', the
meaning of 'the public good', natural rights versus utilitarianism, the role of the state in
education, and the rights of resistance and revolution. This book explores these
conflicts and their implications for contemporary liberal and libertarian thought.
MySearchLab provides students with a complete understanding of the research
process so they can complete research projects confidently and efficiently. Students
and instructors with an internet connection can visit www.MySearchLab.com and
receive immediate access to thousands of full articles from the EBSCO ContentSelect
database. In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content on the research process
itself–including tips on how to navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a stepby-step guide on writing a research paper, and instructions on how to finish an
academic assignment with endnotes and bibliography. This comprehensive,
multicultural, and cross-disciplinary anthology examines social theory and social
thought from the major figures of the Enlightenment in France and England through the
Postmodernists of the late Twentieth Century. Contains selections from 144 authors,
writing between 1690 and the present, who dealt with issues of equality, social justice,
gender relations, political structures, family life, ethnic relations, political-economics,
and other perennial questions that confront social actors and the societies in which they
exist. Sica offers a greater historical scope than other social theory texts and readers;
starts with the origins of the modern worldview in Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century
Europe. This reader is a perfect introduction to great thinkers and ideas of Western
civilization from the Enlightenment forward.
The Mass Ornament today remains a refreshing tribute to popular culture, and its
impressively interdisciplinary writings continue to shed light not only on Kracauer's later
work but also on the ideas of the Frankfurt School, the genealogy of film theory and
cultural studies, Weimar cultural politics, and, not least, the exigencies of intellectual
exile.
Anticipating contemporary deconstructive readings of philosophical texts, Georg
Simmel pits the two German masters of philosophy of life against each other in a play
of opposition and supplementation. This first English translation of Simmel's work
includes an extensive introduction, providing the reader with ready access to the text by
mapping its discursive strategies.
"Of those who created the intellectual capital used to launch the enterprise of
professional sociology, Georg Simmel was perhaps the most original and fecund. In
search of a subject matter for sociology that would distinguish it from all other social
sciences and humanistic disciplines, he charted a new field for discovery and
proceeded to explore a world of novel topics in works that have guided and anticipated
the thinking of generations of sociologists. Such distinctive concepts of contemporary
sociology as social distance, marginality, urbanism as a way of life, role-playing, social
behavior as exchange, conflict as an integrating process, dyadic encounter, circular
interaction, reference groups as perspectives, and sociological ambivalence embody
ideas which Simmel adumbrated more than six decades ago."—Donald N. Levine Half of
the material included in this edition of Simmel's writings represents new translations.
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This includes Simmel's important, lengthy, and previously untranslated "Group
Expansion and Development of Individuality," as well as three selections from his most
neglected work, Philosophy of Money; in addition, the introduction to Probleme der
Geschichtsphilosophie, chapter one of the Lebensanschauung, and three essays are
translated for the first time.
Rev. ed. of: The urban sociology reader. 2005.
First published in 1916 in German, this important work has never been translated into
English--until now. Simmel attacks such questions as "What do we see in a work of
Art?" and "What do Rembrandt's portraits tell us about human nature?" This is a major
work by a major thinker concerning one of the world's most important painters.
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