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Whether America was founded as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most fiercely debated questions in American
history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative examination of the essential documents needed to understand this
debate. The texts included in this volume - writings and speeches from both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show that
religion played a prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution. In their personal beliefs, the Founders ranged from
profound skeptics like Thomas Paine to traditional Christians like Patrick Henry. Nevertheless, most of the Founding Fathers rallied around
certain crucial religious principles, including the idea that people were "created" equal, the belief that religious freedom required the
disestablishment of state-backed denominations, the necessity of virtue in a republic, and the role of Providence in guiding the affairs of
nations. Harris and Kidd show that through the struggles of war and the framing of the Constitution, Americans sought to reconcile their
dedication to religious vitality with their commitment to religious freedom.
The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many activists on the right maintain that the
United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on the left contend that the First Amendment was designed to boldly separate
church and state. Neither of these claims is true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman
narrates the real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to religious liberty. Founding Faith vividly describes the religious
development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin melded the Puritan theology of his youth and the Enlightenment philosophy of his
adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy. George Washington
came to view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the
Bible. Finally, it was James Madison who crafted an integrated vision of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The
spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in America continues today. Waldman at last sets the record
straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring.
This fascinating history, based on meticulous research into the correspondence and documentation of the founding fathers leading up to and
encompassing the crafting of the Declaration of Independence, sheds light on how the Judeo-Christian worldview motivated America’s
founding fathers, influenced national independence, inspired our foundational documents, and established the American nation. Written with
the pacing and drama of an enticing drama, Forged in Faith is crafted for popular appeal with a compelling mix of dramatized story and actiondriven narrative, yet with the authenticity and academic verity of historian Rod Gragg.
A major new biography, illuminating the great mystery of Benjamin Franklin’s faith Renowned as a printer, scientist, and diplomat, Benjamin
Franklin also published more works on religious topics than any other eighteenth-century American layperson. Born to Boston Puritans, by his
teenage years Franklin had abandoned the exclusive Christian faith of his family and embraced deism. But Franklin, as a man of faith, was
far more complex than the “thorough deist” who emerges in his autobiography. As Thomas Kidd reveals, deist writers influenced Franklin’s
beliefs, to be sure, but devout Christians in his life—including George Whitefield, the era’s greatest evangelical preacher; his parents; and his
beloved sister Jane—kept him tethered to the Calvinist creed of his Puritan upbringing. Based on rigorous research into Franklin’s voluminous
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correspondence, essays, and almanacs, this fresh assessment of a well-known figure unpacks the contradictions and conundrums faith
presented in Franklin’s life.
A revelatory look at the separation of church and state in America—from the New York Times bestselling author of The Great Influenza For
four hundred years, Americans have fought over the proper relationships between church and state and between a free individual and the
state. This is the story of the first battle in that war of ideas, a battle that led to the writing of the First Amendment and that continues to define
the issue of the separation of church and state today. It began with religious persecution and ended in revolution, and along the way it defined
the nature of America and of individual liberty. Acclaimed historian John M. Barry explores the development of these fundamental ideas
through the story of Roger Williams, who was the first to link religious freedom to individual liberty, and who created in America the first
government and society on earth informed by those beliefs. This book is essential to understanding the continuing debate over the role of
religion and political power in modern life.
An exploration of the theology of divine providence that is both critical and constructive in its outcomes.
A distinguished professor debunks the assertion that America's Founders were deists who desired the strict separation of church and state
and instead shows that their political ideas were profoundly influenced by their Christian convictions. In 2010, David Mark Hall gave a lecture
at the Heritage Foundation entitled "Did America Have a Christian Founding?" His balanced and thoughtful approach to this controversial
question caused a sensation. C-SPAN televised his talk, and an essay based on it has been downloaded more than 300,000 times. In this
new book, Hall expands upon this essay, making the airtight case that America's Founders were not deists; that they did not create a
"godless" Constitution; that even Jefferson and Madison did not want a high wall separating church and state; that most Founders believed
the government should encourage Christianity; and that they embraced a robust understanding of religious liberty for biblical and theological
reasons. In addition, Hall explains why and how the Founders' views are absolutely relevant today. This compelling and utterly persuasive
book will convince skeptics and equip believers and conservatives to defend the idea that Christian thought was crucial to the nation's
founding--and that this benefits all of us, whatever our faith (or lack of faith).
What did the founders of America think about religion? Until now, there has been no reliable and impartial compendium of the founders' own
remarks on religious matters that clearly answers the question. This book fills that gap. A lively collection of quotations on everything from the
relationship between church and state to the status of women, it is the most comprehensive and trustworthy resource available on this timely
topic. The book calls to the witness stand all the usual suspects--George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin,
and John Adams--as well as many lesser known but highly influential luminaries, among them Continental Congress President Elias
Boudinot, Declaration of Independence signer Charles Carroll, and John Dickinson, "the Pennsylvania Farmer." It also gives voice to two
founding "mothers," Abigail Adams and Martha Washington. The founders quoted here ranged from the piously evangelical to the steadfastly
unorthodox. Some were such avid students of theology that they were treated as equals by the leading ministers of their day. Others
vacillated in their conviction. James Madison's religious beliefs appeared to weaken as he grew older. Thomas Jefferson, on the other hand,
seemed to warm to religion late in life. This compilation lays out the founders' positions on more than seventy topics, including the afterlife,
the death of loved ones, divorce, the raising of children, the reliability of biblical texts, and the nature of Islam and Judaism. Partisans of
various stripes have long invoked quotations from the founding fathers to lend credence to their own views on religion and politics. This book,
by contrast, is the first of its genre to be grounded in the careful examination of original documents by a professional historian. Conveniently
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arranged alphabetically by topic, it provides multiple viewpoints and accurate quotations. Readers of all religious persuasions--or of none--will
find this book engrossing.

The true drama of how faith motivated America’s Founding Fathers, from the Declaration of Independence to the signing of
Britain’s peace treaty. From the author of Forged in Faith comes the remarkable untold history of how the faith of our fathers
critically influenced the outcome of the American Revolution and the birth of the United States of America. “A page-turner that
reads like a novel!” Here, in the fascinating follow-up to his popular work Forged in Faith, award-winning historian Rod Gragg
reveals how the American Revolution was fired and fueled by America’s founding faith—the Judeo-Christian worldview. Based on
meticulous research and propelled by a fast-paced style, By the Hand of Providence uncovers the extraordinary, almost-forgotten
history of the faith-based Revolution that secured American liberty and nationhood. From the American people’s first resistance to
attacks on their God-given or “inalienable” rights, through the dramatic battlefield events of the Revolution and General George
Washington’s pivotal faith-based leadership, to the climactic surrender of Cornwallis’s British army at Yorktown, By the Hand of
Providence exposes the long-overlooked but critical element that kept alive the American War for Independence and motivated the
ultimate victory that established the United States of America. In the words of George Washington: “The Hand of Providence has
been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith. . . .” Graced by a fast-paced narrative and
based on the extensive research Gragg has so notably applied to other events in American history, By the Hand of Providence is
an insightful and fascinating account of the faith-based Revolution that secured American independence and nationhood.
A leading religious freedom attorney, the veteran of several Supreme Court battles, helps people of faith understand religious
liberty in our rapidly changing culture--why it matters, how it is threatened, and how to respond with confidence and grace. Many
Christians and others are concerned about rising threats to religious freedom. They feel the culture changing around them, and
they fear that their beliefs will soon be marginalized as a form of bigotry. Others, younger Christians in particular, are tired of the
culture wars, and they wonder whether courtroom battles are truly worthwhile, or even in line with the teachings of Jesus. Luke
Goodrich offers a reasoned, balanced, gospel-centered approach to religious freedom. He applies biblical understanding to a
number of the most hot-button cultural issues of our day. He also offers practical steps Christians can take to respond to religious
freedom conflicts in an informed, responsible, and graceful way.
So, what did America’s founders really believe about God, the Bible, and Christianity? Find out in Faith and Freedom—The
Founding Fathers in Their Own Words. This brand-new survey of the founders’ beliefs provides easy-to-read biographical and
historical details along with relevant quotations from the speeches and writings of Patrick Henry, John Adams, George
Washington, James Madison, Noah Webster, Benjamin Franklin, and a half-dozen others. Often portrayed as either hostile to faith
or unbelieving in a personal God, the Founding Fathers of Faith and Freedom just might surprise you!
Thirteen essays written by leading scholars explore the impact of a rich variety of religious traditions on the political thought of
America's founders.
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Presents a historical overview of the relationship between the United States and Christianity and an analysis of the beliefs of such
figures as Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and George Washington.
In The Founders on God and Government, Daniel L. Dreisbach, Mark David Hall, and Jeffry H. Morrison bring together noted
scholars to explore the role religion played in the political thoughts and deeds of nine founding fathers. The result is a seminal
work that deepens our understanding of the relationship between faith and politics at America's founding.
A richly detailed, profoundly engrossing story of how religion has influenced American foreign relations, told through the stories of
the men and women—from presidents to preachers—who have plotted the country’s course in the world. Ever since John Winthrop
argued that the Puritans’ new home would be “a city upon a hill,” Americans’ role in the world has been shaped by their belief
that God has something special in mind for them. But this is a story that historians have mostly ignored. Now, in the first
authoritative work on the subject, Andrew Preston explores the major strains of religious fervor—liberal and conservative, pacifist
and militant, internationalist and isolationist—that framed American thinking on international issues from the earliest colonial wars to
the twenty-first century. He arrives at some startling conclusions, among them: Abraham Lincoln’s use of religion in the Civil War
became the model for subsequent wars of humanitarian intervention; nineteenth-century Protestant missionaries made up the first
NGO to advance a global human rights agenda; religious liberty was the centerpiece of Franklin Roosevelt’s strategy to bring the
United States into World War II. From George Washington to George W. Bush, from the Puritans to the present, from the colonial
wars to the Cold War, religion has been one of America’s most powerful sources of ideas about the wider world. When, just days
after 9/11, George W. Bush described America as “a prayerful nation, a nation that prays to an almighty God for protection and for
peace,” or when Barack Obama spoke of balancing the “just war and the imperatives of a just peace” in his Nobel Peace Prize
acceptance speech, they were echoing four hundred years of religious rhetoric. Preston traces this echo back to its source. Sword
of the Spirit, Shield of Faith is an unprecedented achievement: no one has yet attempted such a bold synthesis of American
history. It is also a remarkable work of balance and fair-mindedness about one of the most fraught subjects in America.
A thought-provoking, original appraisal of the meaning of religion by the host of public radio's On Being Krista Tippett, widely
becoming known as the Bill Moyers of radio, is one of the country's most intelligent and insightful commentators on religion, ethics,
and the human spirit. With this book, she draws on her own life story and her intimate conversations with both ordinary and
famous figures, including Elie Wiesel, Karen Armstrong, and Thich Nhat Hanh, to explore complex subjects like science, love,
virtue, and violence within the context of spirituality and everyday life. Her way of speaking about the mysteries of life-and of
listening with care to those who endeavor to understand those mysteries--is nothing short of revolutionary.
No book was more accessible or familiar to the American founders than the Bible, and no book was more frequently alluded to or quoted from
in the political discourse of the age. How and for what purposes did the founding generation use the Bible? How did the Bible influence their
political culture? Shedding new light on some of the most familiar rhetoric of the founding era, Daniel Dreisbach analyzes the founders'
diverse use of scripture, ranging from the literary to the theological. He shows that they looked to the Bible for insights on human nature, civic
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virtue, political authority, and the rights and duties of citizens, as well as for political and legal models to emulate. They quoted scripture to
authorize civil resistance, to invoke divine blessings for righteous nations, and to provide the language of liberty that would be appropriated by
patriotic Americans. Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers broaches the perennial question of whether the American founding was, to
some extent, informed by religious-specifically Christian-ideas. In the sense that the founding generation were members of a biblically literate
society that placed the Bible at the center of culture and discourse, the answer to that question is clearly "yes." Ignoring the Bible's influence
on the founders, Dreisbach warns, produces a distorted image of the American political experiment, and of the concept of self-government on
which America is built.
"Quite ambitious, tracing religion in the United States from European colonization up to the 21st century.... The writing is strong
throughout."--Publishers Weekly (starred review) "One can hardly do better than Religion in American Life.... A good read, especially for the
uninitiated. The initiated might also read it for its felicity of narrative and the moments of illumination that fine scholars can inject even into
stories we have all heard before. Read it."--Church History This new edition of Religion in American Life, written by three of the country's
most eminent historians of religion, offers a superb overview that spans four centuries, illuminating the rich spiritual heritage central to nearly
every event in our nation's history. Beginning with the state of religious affairs in both the Old and New Worlds on the eve of colonization and
continuing through to the present, the book covers all the major American religious groups, from Protestants, Jews, and Catholics to Muslims,
Hindus, Mormons, Buddhists, and New Age believers. Revised and updated, the book includes expanded treatment of religion during the
Great Depression, of the religious influences on the civil rights movement, and of utopian groups in the 19th century, and it now covers the
role of religion during the 2008 presidential election, observing how completely religion has entered American politics.
The first comprehensive analysis of the Founders' religious beliefs as they themselves expressed them. Contends that they were neither what
contemporary secularists nor what contemporary Christians often wish they were that is, neither deist nor Christian."
The tragic and fascinating history of the first epic struggle between white settlers and Native Americans in the early seventeenth century: “a
riveting historical validation of emancipatory impulses frustrated in their own time” (Booklist, starred review) as determined Narragansett
Indians refused to back down and accept English authority. A devout Puritan minister in seventeenth-century New England, Roger Williams
was also a social critic, diplomat, theologian, and politician who fervently believed in tolerance. Yet his orthodox brethren were convinced
tolerance fostered anarchy and courted God’s wrath. Banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1635, Williams purchased land from the
Narragansett Indians and laid the foundations for the colony of Rhode Island as a place where Indian and English cultures could flourish side
by side, in peace. As the seventeenth century wore on, a steadily deepening antagonism developed between an expansionist, aggressive
Puritan culture and an increasingly vulnerable, politically divided Indian population. Indian tribes that had been at the center of the New
England communities found themselves shunted off to the margins of the region. By the 1660s, all the major Indian peoples in southern New
England had come to accept English authority, either tacitly or explicitly. All, except one: the Narragansetts. In God, War, and Providence
“James A. Warren transforms what could have been merely a Pilgrim version of cowboys and Indians into a sharp study of cultural
contrast…a well-researched cameo of early America” (The Wall Street Journal). He explores the remarkable and little-known story of the
alliance between Roger Williams’s Rhode Island and the Narragansett Indians, and how they joined forces to retain their autonomy and their
distinctive ways of life against Puritan encroachment. Deeply researched, “Warren’s well-written monograph contains a great deal of insight
into the tactics of war on the frontier” (Library Journal) and serves as a telling precedent for white-Native American encounters along the
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North American frontier for the next 250 years.
Examines the religious heritage of the founding fathers of American history.
The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely. Many activists on the right maintain that the
United States was founded as a “Christian nation.” Many on the left contend that the Founders were secular or Deist and that the First
Amendment was designed to boldly separate church and state throughout the land. None of these claims are true, argues Beliefnet.com
editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new
approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone. This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier
settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian paradise, and concludes with the presidencies of Washington, Adams,
Jefferson, and Madison, during which the men who had devised lofty principles regarding the proper relationship between church and state
struggled to practice what they’d preached. We see how religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary War, and how the surprising
alliance between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and evangelical Christians resulted in separation of church and
state. As the drama unfolds, Founding Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin melded the
morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based Enlightenment philosophy of his adulthood. John Adams’s pungent
views on religion–hatred of the Church of England and Roman Catholics–stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy.
George Washington came to view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus,
in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison–the tactical leader of the battle for religious freedom–who crafted an integrated
vision of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of
religion in America continues today. Waldman provocatively argues that neither side in the culture war has accurately depicted the true
origins of the First Amendment. He sets the record straight, revealing the real history of religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected,
paradoxical, and inspiring. An interactive library of the key writings by the Founding Father, on separation of church and state, personal faith,
and religious liberty can be found at www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.
The national radio host and bestselling author of The American Miracle reveals the happy accidents, bizarre coincidences, and flat-out
miracles that continue to shape America’s destiny. “A hopeful message for our troubled times . . . Michael Medved has an eye for a story,
and a preternatural gift for telling it in beguiling ways.”—Joseph J. Ellis, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award–winning author of Founding
Brothers Has God withdrawn his special blessing from the United States? Americans ponder that painful question in troubled times, as we did
during the devastation of the Civil War and after the assassinations of the ’60s, and as we do in our present polarization. Yet somehow—on
battlefields, across western wilderness, and in raucous convention halls—astounding events have reliably advanced America, restoring faith in
the Republic’s providential protection. In this provocative historical narrative, Michael Medved brings to life ten haunting tales that reveal this
purposeful pattern, including: • A near-fatal carriage accident forces Lincoln’s secretary of state into a canvas-and-steel neck brace that
protects him from a would-be assassin’s knife thrusts, allowing him two years later to acquire Alaska for the United States. • A sudden tidal
wave of Russian Jewish immigration, beginning in 1881, coincides with America’s rise to world leadership, fulfilling a biblical promise that
those blessing Abraham’s children will themselves be blessed. • Campaigning for president, Theodore Roosevelt takes a bullet in the chest,
but a folded speech in his jacket pocket slows its progress and saves his life. • At the Battle of Midway, U.S. planes get lost over empty
ocean and then miraculously reconnect for five minutes of dive-bombing that wrecks Japan’s fleet, convincing even enemy commanders that
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higher powers intervened against them. • A behind-the-scenes “conspiracy of the pure of heart” by Democratic leaders forces a gravely ill
FDR to replace his sitting vice president—an unstable Stalinist—with future White House great Harry Truman. These and other little-known
stories build on themes of The American Miracle, Medved’s bestseller about America’s remarkable rise. The confident heroes and stubborn
misfits in these pages shared a common faith in a master plan, which continues to unfold in our time. God’s Hand on America confirms that
the founders were right about America’s destiny to lead and enlighten the world.
Among the most enduring themes in American history is the idea that the United States was founded as a Christian nation. A pervasive
narrative in everything from school textbooks to political commentary, it is central to the way in which many Americans perceive the historical
legacy of their nation. Yet, as Steven K. Green shows in this illuminating new book, it is little more than a myth. In Inventing a Christian
America, Green, a leading historian of religion and politics, explores the historical record that is purported to support the popular belief in
America's religious founding and status as a Christian nation. He demonstrates that, like all myths, these claims are based on historical
"facts" that have been colored by the interpretive narratives that have been imposed upon them. In tracing the evolution of these claims and
the evidence levied in support of them from the founding of the New England colonies, through the American Revolution, and to the present
day, he investigates how they became leading narratives in the country's collective identity. Three critical moments in American history
shaped and continue to drive the myth of a Christian America: the Puritan founding of New England, the American Revolution and the forging
of a new nation, and the early years of the nineteenth century, when a second generation of Americans sought to redefine and reconcile the
memory of the founding to match their religious and patriotic aspirations. Seeking to shed light not only on the veracity of these ideas but on
the reasons they endure, Green ultimately shows that the notion of America's religious founding is a myth not merely in the colloquial sense,
but also in a deeper sense, as a shared story that gives deeper meaning to our collective national identity. Offering a fresh look at one of the
most common and contested claims in American history, Inventing a Christian America is an enlightening read for anyone interested in the
story of-and the debate over-America's founding.

Author Patrick Mendis explores unseen forces that have guided America to global dominance. He details how the
creation of Madison's 'Universal Empire' through Hamilton's 'Federalism' realizes Jefferson's 'Empire of Liberty.' The
author then unveils America's Masonic endgame of universal brotherhood: E Pluribus Unum.
The leaders of the American Revolution, unlike the leaders of the French revolution, did not set out to erase religion.
Indeed, the very first act of the Continental Congress was to pray to Divine Providence in the face of the British
bombardment of Boston. In establishing a new model of self-government, the Founders believed that they were not only
acting according to reason and common sense, but also obeying a religious duty. Benjamin Franklin proposed as their
motto: “Rebellion against tyrants is obedience to God.” In telling the story of the forgotten—if not deliberately ignored—role
of faith in America’s beginnings, Michael Novak probes the innermost religious conviction of Washington, Jefferson,
Madison and other of our Founders. He shows that while the American eagle could not have taken flight without the
empirical turn of mind embodied in John Locke’s teaching on the ends of government and the consent of the governed,
the men who made America also believed that liberty depends
as much on faith as on reason. In the course of his
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illustrious career, Michael Novak has written several prize-winning books on theology and philosophy. In On Two Wings
he has created a profound mediation on American history, and on human nature and destiny as well.
It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a Christian nation. But how true is this claim?
In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding
fathers. He begins with an informative account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious
groups in each colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America, highlighting
the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation. Holmes then examines the individual
beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in our national history. He finds that some, like Martha
Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay, Patrick Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views.
But many of the most influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail Adams,
Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a different stripe. Respectful of Christianity,
they admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that religion could play a beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny
the divinity of Christ, and a few seem to have been agnostic about the very existence of God. Although the founding
fathers were religious men, Holmes shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of today's evangelicals. Holmes
concludes by examining the role of religion in the lives of the presidents since World War II and by reflecting on the
evangelical resurgence that helped fuel the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a neglected aspect of our
history, the book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone concerned about the role of religion in
American culture.
Roger Sherman was the only founder to sign the Declaration and Resolves (1774), Articles of Association (1774),
Declaration of Independence (1776), Articles of Confederation (1777, 1778), and Constitution (1787). Roger Sherman
and the Creation of the American Republic explores Sherman's political theory and shows how it informed his many
contributions to America's founding. Contrary to oft-repeated assertions by jurists and scholars that the founders
advocated a strictly secular polity, Mark David Hall argues persuasively that most founders believed Christianity should
play an important role in the new American republic.
Religion and politics are never far from the headlines, but their relationship remains complex and often confusing. In this
fifth edition of Religion and Politics in America, the authors offer a lively, accessible, and balanced treatment of religion in
American politics. They explore the historical, cultural, and legal contexts that underlie religious political engagement
while also highlighting the pragmatic and strategic political realities that religious organizations and people face.
Incorporating the best and most up-to-date scholarship, the authors assess the politics of Roman Catholics; evangelical,
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mainline, and African American Protestants; Jews; Muslims and other conventional and not-so-conventional American
religious movements. The author team also examines important subjects concerning religion and its relationship to
gender, race/ethnicity, and class. The fifth edition has been revised to include the 2012 elections, in particular Mitt
Romney's candidacy and Mormonism, as well as a fuller assessment of the role of religion in President Obama's first
term. In-depth treatment of core topics, contemporary case studies, and useful focus-study boxes, provides students with
a real understanding of how religion and politics relate in practice and makes this fifth edition essential reading for
courses in political science, religion, and sociology departments.
Drawing on scholarship from an array of disciplines, this volume provides a deep and timely look at the intertwining of
race and religion in American politics. The contributors apply the methods of intersectionality, but where this approach
has typically considered race, class, and gender, the essays collected here focus on religion, too, to offer a theoretically
robust conceptualization of how these elements intersect--and how they are actively impacting the political process.
Contributors Antony W. Alumkal, Iliff School of Theology * Carlos Figueroa, University of Texas at Brownsville * Robert D.
Francis, Lutheran Services in America * Susan M. Gordon, independent scholar * Edwin I. Hernández, DeVos Family
Foundations * Robin Dale Jacobson, University of Puget Sound * Robert P. Jones, Public Religion Research Institute *
Jonathan I. Leib, Old Dominion University * Jessica Hamar Martínez, University of Arizona * Eric Michael Mazur, Virginia
Wesleyan College * Sangay Mishra, University of Southern California * Catherine Paden, Simmons College * Milagros
Peña, University of Florida * Tobin Miller Shearer, University of Montana * Nancy D. Wadsworth, University of Denver *
Gerald R. Webster, University of Wyoming
No book was more accessible or familiar to the American founders than the Bible, and no book was more frequently
alluded to or quoted from in the political discourse of the age. How and for what purposes did the founding generation
use the Bible? How did the Bible influence their political culture? Shedding new light on some of the most familiar rhetoric
of the founding era, Daniel Dreisbach analyzes the founders' diverse use of scripture, ranging from the literary to the
theological. He shows that they looked to the Bible for insights on human nature, civic virtue, political authority, and the
rights and duties of citizens, as well as for political and legal models to emulate. They quoted scripture to authorize civil
resistance, to invoke divine blessings for righteous nations, and to provide the language of liberty that would be
appropriated by patriotic Americans. Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers broaches the perennial question of
whether the American founding was, to some extent, informed by religious--specifically Christian--ideas. In the sense that
the founding generation were members of a biblically literate society that placed the Bible at the center of culture and
discourse, the answer to that question is clearly "yes." Ignoring the Bible's influence on the founders, Dreisbach warns,
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produces a distorted image of the American political experiment, and of the concept of self-government on which
America is built.
The religious beliefs of America’s founding fathers have been a popular and contentious subject for recent generations
of American readers. In The Founders and the Bible, historian Carl J. Richard carefully examines the framers’
relationship with the Bible to assess the conflicting claims of those who argue that they were Christians founding a
Christian nation against those who see them as Deists or modern secularists. Richard argues that it is impossible to
understand the Founders without understanding the Biblically infused society that produced them. They were steeped in
a biblical culture that pervaded their schools, homes, churches, and society. To show the fundamental role of religious
beliefs during the Founding and early years of the republic, Richard carefully reconstructs the beliefs of 30 Founders;
their lifelong engagements with Scripture; their biblically-infused political rhetoric; their powerful beliefs in a divine
Providence that protected them and guided the young nation; their beliefs in the superiority of Christian ethics and in the
necessity of religion to republican government; their beliefs in spiritual equality, free will, and the afterlife; their religious
differences; the influence of their biblical conception of human nature on their formulation of state and federal
constitutions; and their use of biblical precedent to advance religious freedom.
Fea offers an even-handed primer on whether America was founded to be a Christian nation, as many evangelicals assert, or a secular state,
as others contend. He approaches the title's question from a historical perspective, helping readers see past the emotional rhetoric of today
to the recorded facts of our past. Readers on both sides of the issues will appreciate that this book occupies a middle ground, noting the good
points and the less-nuanced arguments of both sides and leading us always back to the primary sources that our shared American history
comprises.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham reveals how the Founding Fathers viewed faith—and how
they ultimately created a nation in which belief in God is a matter of choice. At a time when our country seems divided by extremism,
American Gospel draws on the past to offer a new perspective. Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a nation grappling with religion
and politics–from John Winthrop’s “city on a hill” sermon to Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence; from the Revolution to the
Civil War; from a proposed nineteenth-century Christian Amendment to the Constitution to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for civil rights; from
George Washington to Ronald Reagan. Debates about religion and politics are often more divisive than illuminating. Secularists point to a
“wall of separation between church and state,” while many conservatives act as though the Founding Fathers were apostles in knee britches.
As Meacham shows in this brisk narrative, neither extreme has it right. At the heart of the American experiment lies the God of what Benjamin
Franklin called “public religion,” a God who invests all human beings with inalienable rights while protecting private religion from government
interference. It is a great American balancing act, and it has served us well. Meacham has written and spoken extensively about religion and
politics, and he brings historical authority and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel makes it compellingly clear that the nation’s
best chance of summoning what Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature” lies in recovering the spirit and sense of the Founding. In
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looking back, we may find the light to lead us forward. Praise for American Gospel “In his American Gospel, Jon Meacham provides a
refreshingly clear, balanced, and wise historical portrait of religion and American politics at exactly the moment when such fairness and
understanding are much needed. Anyone who doubts the relevance of history to our own time has only to read this exceptional book.”—David
McCullough, author of 1776 “Jon Meacham has given us an insightful and eloquent account of the spiritual foundation of the early days of the
American republic. It is especially instructive reading at a time when the nation is at once engaged in and deeply divided on the question of
religion and its place in public life.”—Tom Brokaw, author of The Greatest Generation
Sacred Liberty offers a dramatic, sweeping survey of how America built a unique model of religious freedom, perhaps the nation’s “greatest
invention.” Steven Waldman, the bestselling author of Founding Faith, shows how early ideas about religious liberty were tested and refined
amidst the brutal persecution of Catholics, Baptists, Mormons, Quakers, African slaves, Native Americans, Muslims, Jews and Jehovah’s
Witnesses. American leaders drove religious freedom forward--figures like James Madison, George Washington, the World War II presidents
(Roosevelt, Truman, and Eisenhower) and even George W. Bush. But the biggest heroes were the regular Americans – people like Mary
Dyer, Marie Barnett and W.D. Mohammed -- who risked their lives or reputations by demanding to practice their faiths freely. Just as the
documentary Eyes on the Prize captured the rich drama of the civil rights movement, Sacred Liberty brings to life the remarkable story of how
America became one of the few nations in world history that has religious freedom, diversity and high levels of piety at the same time. Finally,
Sacred Liberty provides a roadmap for how, in the face of modern threats to religious freedom, this great achievement can be preserved.
Religion and politics are never far from the headlines, but their relationship remains complex and often confusing. This book offers an
engaging, accessible, and balanced treatment of religion in American politics. It explores the historical, cultural, and legal contexts that
motivate religious political engagement and assesses the pragmatic and strategic political realities that religious organizations and people
face. Incorporating the best and most current scholarship, the authors examine the evolving politics of Roman Catholics; evangelical and
mainline Protestants; African-American and Latino traditions; Jews, Muslims, and other religious minorities; recent immigrants and religious
"nones"; and other conventional and not-so-conventional American religious movements. New to the Sixth Edition • Covers the 2016 election
and assesses the role of religion from Obama to Trump. • Expands substantially on religion’s relationship to gender and sexuality, race,
ethnicity, and class, and features the role of social media in religious mobilization. • Adds discussion questions at the end of every chapter, to
help students gain deeper understanding of the subject. • Adds a new concluding chapter on the normative issues raised by religious political
engagement, to stimulate lively discussions.
The book discusses the relationship of religion to political entities (countries) in Europe and America in the 17th and 18th centuries. It aims to
fill a gap in the literature by understanding the varieties of religious expression in Europe at the time and how those trends influenced the rise
of religion in the American colonies and the early United States, and also to wonder if the founding fathers of the US desired a Christian
nation.
Bestselling author and radio host Michael Medved recounts some of the most significant events in America's rise to prosperity and power,
from the writing of the Constitution to the Civil War. He reveals a record of improbabilities and amazements that demonstrate what the
Founders always believed: that events unfolded according to a master plan, with destiny playing an unmistakable role in lifting the nation to
greatness. Among the stirring, illogical episodes described here: - A band of desperate religious refugees find themselves blown hopelessly
off course, only to be deposited at the one spot on a wild continent best suited for their survival - George Washington's beaten army,
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surrounded by a ruthless foe and on the verge of annihilation, manages an impossible escape due to a freakish change in the weather - A
famous conqueror known for seizing territory, frustrated by a slave rebellion and a frozen harbor, impulsively hands Thomas Jefferson a tract
of land that doubles the size of the United States - A weary soldier picks up three cigars left behind in an open field and notices the stogies
have been wrapped in a handwritten description of the enemy's secret battle plans--a revelation that gives Lincoln the supernatural sign he's
awaited in order to free the slaves When millions worry over the nation losing its way, Medved's sweeping narrative, bursting with dramatic
events and lively portraits of unforgettable, occasionally little-known characters, affirms America as "fortune's favorite," shaped by a distinctive
destiny from our beginnings to the present day.
While scholars increasingly recognize the importance of religion throughout American history, The Bible in American Law and Politics is the
first reference book to focus on the key role that the Bible has played in American public life. In considering revolting from Great Britain,
Americans contemplated whether this was consistent with scripture. Americans subsequently sought to apply Biblical passages to such
issues as slavery, women's rights, national alcoholic prohibition, issues of war and peace, and the like. American presidents continue to take
their oath on the Bible. Some of America's greatest speeches, for example, Lincoln's Second Inaugural and William Jennings Bryan's Cross
of Gold speech, have been grounded on Biblical texts or analogies. Today, Americans continue to cite the Bible for positions as diverse as
LGBTQ rights, abortion, immigration, welfare, health care, and other contemporary issues. By providing essays on key speeches, books,
documents, legal decisions, and other writings throughout American history that have sought to buttress arguments through citations to
Scriptures or to Biblical figures, John Vile provides an indispensable guide for scholars and students in religion, American history, law, and
political science to understand how Americans throughout its history have interpreted and applied the Bible to legal and political issues.
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