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Dead Poets Society Answers
Winner of the Grawemeyer Award in Education “The best book on high school dynamics I
have ever read.” —Jay Mathews, Washington Post “A hopeful, easy-to-read narrative on what
the best teachers do and what deep, engaging learning looks like for students. Grab this text if
you’re looking for a celebration of what’s possible in American schools.” —Edutopia “A must-
read for anyone interested in the fate of the American high school.” —Linda Darling-Hammond,
President and CEO, Learning Policy Institute What would it take to transform our high schools
into places capable of supporting deep learning for students across a wide range of aptitudes
and interests? To find out, Jal Mehta and Sarah Fine spent hundreds of hours observing and
talking to teachers and students in and out of the classroom at thirty of the country’s most
innovative schools. To their dismay, they discovered that deeper learning is more often the
exception than the rule. And yet they found pockets of powerful learning at almost every
school, often in extracurriculars but also in a few mold-breaking academic courses. So what
must schools do to achieve the integrations that support deep learning: rigor with joy, precision
with play, mastery with identity and creativity? In Search of Deeper Learning takes a deep dive
into the state of our schools and lays out an inspiring new vision for American education.
“My lungs began to burn as I started sprinting. It wasn’t just that I wanted to catch Fritz. I had
the distinct feeling that I was chasing him, that I had to catch up with him, before something
caught up with me.” How long must we pay for the crimes of our youth? That is just one
question Christopher Swann explores in this compulsively readable debut, a literary thriller set
in the elite—and sometimes dark—environs of Blackburne, a prep school in Virginia. When
Matthias Glass’s best friend, Fritz, vanishes without a trace in the middle of an argument
during their senior year, Matthias tries to move on with his life, only to realize that until he
discovers what happened to his missing friend, he will be stuck in the past, guilty, responsible,
alone. Almost ten years after Fritz’s disappearance, Matthias gets his chance. Offered a job
teaching English at Blackburne, he gets swiftly drawn into the mystery. In the shadowy woods
of his alma mater, he stumbles into a web of surveillance, dangerous lies, and buried
secrets—and discovers the troubled underbelly of a school where the future had once always
seemed bright. A sharp tale full of false leads and surprise turns, Shadow of the Lions is also
wise and moving. Christopher Swann has given us a gripping debut about friendship,
redemption, and what it means to lay the past to rest.
A fearless writer confronts grief and transforms it into art, in a book of surprising beauty and
love, "a masterpiece by a master” (Elizabeth McCracken, Vanity Fair). "Li has converted the
messy and devastating stuff of life into a remarkable work of art.”—The Wall Street Journal
WINNER OF THE PEN/JEAN STEIN AWARD • LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/FAULKNER
AWARD • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST FICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TIME AND
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Parul Seghal, The New York Times • NPR •
The Guardian • The Paris Review The narrator of Where Reasons End writes, “I had but one
delusion, which I held on to with all my willpower: We once gave Nikolai a life of flesh and
blood; and I’m doing it over again, this time by words.” Yiyun Li meets life’s deepest sorrows
as she imagines a conversation between a mother and child in a timeless world. Composed in
the months after she lost a child to suicide, Where Reasons End trespasses into the space
between life and death as mother and child talk, free from old images and narratives. Deeply
moving, these conversations portray the love and complexity of a relationship. Written with
originality, precision, and poise, Where Reasons End is suffused with intimacy, inescapable
pain, and fierce love.
Poetry. "Graham Foust has written a gorgeously subversive field guide to the inner life, the
poet's life—an anthem, if you will, to a borderless country, unbound from assumption. Brace
yourself for the shock of recognition."—Dawn Raffel On A Mouth in California: "Since so much
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of Foust's work is a declaration of what he likes, embraces, and wants to incorporate into his
corpus—that is, his body—these poems instruct the reader to become what you like so you can
like what you are. And they mark Foust as one of the best erotic poets writing now."—Ange
Mlinko in The Nation
THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In an era of safe spaces, trigger warnings,
and an unprecedented election, the country's youth are in crisis. Senator Ben Sasse warns the
nation about the existential threat to America's future. Raised by well-meaning but
overprotective parents and coddled by well-meaning but misbegotten government programs,
America's youth are ill-equipped to survive in our highly-competitive global economy. Many of
the coming-of-age rituals that have defined the American experience since the Founding:
learning the value of working with your hands, leaving home to start a family, becoming
economically self-reliant—are being delayed or skipped altogether. The statistics are daunting:
30% of college students drop out after the first year, and only 4 in 10 graduate. One in three
18-to-34 year-olds live with their parents. From these disparate phenomena: Nebraska Senator
Ben Sasse who as president of a Midwestern college observed the trials of this generation up
close, sees an existential threat to the American way of life. In The Vanishing American Adult,
Sasse diagnoses the causes of a generation that can't grow up and offers a path for raising
children to become active and engaged citizens. He identifies core formative experiences that
all young people should pursue: hard work to appreciate the benefits of labor, travel to
understand deprivation and want, the power of reading, the importance of nurturing your
body—and explains how parents can encourage them. Our democracy depends on responsible,
contributing adults to function properly—without them America falls prey to populist
demagogues. A call to arms, The Vanishing American Adult will ignite a much-needed debate
about the link between the way we're raising our children and the future of our country.
"Establishes Levis indisputably and once and for all as one of the younger masters." --North
American Review "In this book, Levis descends through memory and history with bravery and
authority. He seems to be writing the poems we all need to read right now." --Antioch Review
Larry Levis was born in Fresno, California, in 1946. His first book of poems, Wrecking Crew,
won the United States Award from the International Poetry Forum, and was published in the
Pitt Poetry Series in 1972. His second book, The Afterlife, won the Lamont Award from the
American Academy of Poets in 1976. In 1981, The Dollmaker's Ghost was a winner of the
Open Competition of the National Poetry Series. Among his other awards were three
fellowships in poetry from the National Endowment for the Arts, a Fulbright Fellowship, and a
Guggenheim Fellowship. Larry Levis died in 1996.
Poems about being a survivor and the choices we make to protect ourselves, our
homes, and our hearts.
Do teachers have a front row seat to America’s decline? Jeremy S. Adams, a
teacher at both the high school and college levels, thinks so. Adams has spent
decades trying to instill wisdom, ambition, and a love of learning in his students.
And yet, as he notes, when teachers get together, they often share an arresting
conclusion: Something has gone terribly wrong. Something essential is missing in
our young people. Their curiosity seems stunted, their reason undeveloped, their
values uninformed, their knowledge lacking, and most worrying of all, their
humanity diminished. Digital hermits of a sort unfamiliar to an older generation,
they have little interest in marriage and family. They largely dismiss—and are
shockingly ignorant of—religion. They sneer at patriotism, sympathize with riots
and vandalism, and regard American society and civilization as so radically
flawed that it must be dismantled. Often friendless and depressed, they eat
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alone, study alone, and even “socialize” alone. Educators like Adams see a
generation slipping away. The problems that have hollowed out our young people
have been festering for years. A year of COVID-19 lockdowns and social
distancing have magnified them. The result could be a generation—and our
nation’s future—lost in a miasma of alienation and stupefaction. In his stunning
new book, Hollowed Out, Jeremy S. Adams reveals why students have rejected
the wisdom, culture, and institutions of Western civilization—and what we can do
to win them back. Poignant, frightening, and yet inspiring, this is a book for every
parent, teacher, and patriot concerned for our young people and our country
More than 75 works, including a number of Lindsay's most popular performance
pieces, "The Congo" and "The Santa Fe Trail" among them.
The US edition of the bestselling The Poetry Pharmacy A beautiful collection of
curated poems each individually selected to provide hope, comfort, and
inspiration—for all of life's most difficult moments Sometimes only a poem will do.
These poetic prescriptions and wise words of advice are tailored to those
moments in life when we need them most, from general glumness to news
overload, and from infatuation to losing the spark. Whatever you’re facing, there
is a poem in these pages that will do the trick. This pocket-size companion
presents the most essential fixes in William Sieghart’s poetic dispensary—those
that, again and again, have shown themselves to hit the spot. Whether you are
suffering from loneliness, lack of courage, heartbreak, hopelessness, or even an
excess of ego—or whether you are seeking hope, comfort, inspiration, or
excitement—The Poetry Remedy will provide just the poem you need in that
moment.
“...part Gossip Girl, part Dead Poets Society, and entirely addictive! A brilliant,
satirical peek at the families of privilege behind the Ivy Curtain, this book made
me laugh out loud.” — Kevin Kwan, New York Times bestselling author of the
Crazy Rich Asians trilogy In Early Decision, Lacy Crawford draws on 15 years of
experience traveling the United States as a highly sought-after private college
counselor to illuminate the madness of parents pursuing college admissions.
Working one-on-one with helicopter parents and burned-out kids, Anne “the
application whisperer” can make Harvard, Princeton, and Stanford a reality. Early
Decision follows five students over one autumn as Anne helps them craft their
college essays, cram for the SATs, and perfect the Common Application. It
seems their entire future is on the line—and it is. Though not because of Princeton
and Yale. It’s because the process, warped as it is by money, connections,
competition, and parental mania, threatens to crush their independence just as
adulthood begins. Whether you want to get in or just get out, with wit and heart,
Early Decision explodes the secrets and scandals of the college admissions race.
In 1982 Buncombe County, North Carolina, sixteen-year-old Alex Stromm writes
of the aftermath of the accidental drowning of a friend, as his English teacher
reaches out to him while he and a fellow boarding school student try to cover
things up.
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"On January 20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became the sixth and youngest poet, at
age twenty-two, to deliver a poetry reading at a presidential inauguration. Her
inaugural poem, 'The Hill We Climb,' is now available to cherish in this special
edition"
Few philosophers have devoted such sustained, almost obsessive attention to
the topic of death as Søren Kierkegaard. Kierkegaard and Death brings together
new work on Kierkegaard's multifaceted discussions of death and provides a
thorough guide to the development, in various texts and contexts, of
Kierkegaard’s ideas concerning death. Essays by an international group of
scholars take up essential topics such as dying to the world, living death,
immortality, suicide, mortality and subjectivity, death and the meaning of life,
remembrance of the dead, and the question of the afterlife. While bringing
Kierkegaard's philosophy of death into focus, this volume connects Kierkegaard
with important debates in contemporary philosophy.
For fans of Prep, Dead Poets Society, and Special Topics in Calamity Physics
comes an elegant and remarkably insightful coming-of-age debut, in which a
young woman’s serendipitous discovery of her college’s underground
Shakespeare Society leads to an unforgettable series of transformations. When
Naomi finds herself among “the Shakes” at Wellesley, she finally lets herself
embrace the passionate inner self she’s always kept locked away. But when a
sudden scandal unfolds, she will be forced to learn the limits of the relationships
that have sustained her. An intimate and enthralling narrative, Elizabeth Percer’s
debut novel An Uncommon Education marks the emergence of a stunning new
literary talent.
What stories are told about teaching and learning on TV and in film? And how do
these stories reflect, refract and construct myths, anxieties and pleasures about
teaching and learning? This collection looks at how pedagogy is represented on
screen, and how TV programs and films translate pedagogic ideas into stories
and relationships. International in scope, with case studies and analysis from the
UK, US, Australia, Turkey and Brazil—the book adopts a critical stance in relation
to the ways in which theories of learning and myths about education are
mobilized on screen. Teaching and Learning on Screen: Mediated Pedagogies
provides a stimulating addition to the field of media and cultural studies, while
also promoting debate about particular pedagogic models and strategies that will
contribute to the professional development of educators and those involved in
teacher education.
New York Times best-selling author presents a radical alternative to psychotropic
meds: discerning the meaning in your symptoms and your struggle as a way to
reclaim your health and your self. For years, we've been telling ourselves that our
difficult feelings-sadness, rage, shame, intensity, worry-are somehow "not okay."
And, all too often, we've relied on the promise of pharmaceuticals to tamp them
down. The fact is, though, that these feelings are a vital part of our experience.
They are real. And those of us who feel them most strongly are the canaries in
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the coalmine-sensitive to things that are seriously wrong in the world today. In a
book that's both provocative and promising, holistic psychiatrist Kelly Brogan,
M.D., author of A Mind of Your Own, shows us that we don't have to medicate
our mental, emotional, and physical pain away-that the best way out is through.
She explodes the mistaken belief that our symptoms-from mood changes to
irritability to fogginess and fatigue-are evidence that we are sick or broken. Then
she charts a new path to get real, get well, and get free. The journey includes: •
Coming to a new appreciation of the meaning behind symptoms, and whether
you are a canary in the coal mine • Learning the 2 major risks of medication that
most doctors are not trained to disclose • Exploring the 5 reversible physical
drivers of so-called mental illness • Starting the process of radical physical
healing with inclusive details of Dr. Brogan's history-making 30-day protocol •
Taking an emotional inventory of energy drains and toxic relationships • Taking a
deeper dive into the spiritual awakening and expansion that comes when you
reclaim your real self from conventional medicine • Identifying the most likely
places you have given your power away • Understanding what the science has to
say about psychedelics as a tool for awakening • Navigating health challenges
with curiosity and the proper tools • Guidance, support, and many Travel Tips
shared from the trenches! Our experiences, Dr. Brogan argues, aren't problems
or pathologies; they reflect what we need to accept, acknowledge, and transform
in order to truly become who we are. Own Your Self is a journey of healing, and
also something more: a journey of coming home to ourselves.
Set in 1959 New England, Robin Williams stars in this story of an unorthodox
English teacher's struggle to inspire independent thought and a passion for life in
his class of young boys. 1989 Academy Award, Best Original Screenplay; WGA
and Golden Globe Nominations.
A girl accepts a mysterious invitation to play a deadly game in this suspense-filled thriller from
the author of HEXED--perfect for fans of NERVE by Jeanne Ryan and Lauren Oliver's PANIC.
You are cordially invited to participate in a game of thrills and dares. Tell no one. And come
alone. Hope is sick of everyone treating her like she’s breakable. Sure, she has cystic fibrosis
(basically really bad lungs), but she’s tired of being babied by her mom and her overprotective
best friend, Ethan, not to mention worrying about paying for her expensive medication and how
she’s going to afford college.And she’s bored with life in her run-down New Orleans suburb.
When an invitation arrives from a mysterious group that calls itself the Society, Hope jumps at
the chance for some excitement. This could be her ticket out. All she has to do is complete a
few dares and she just might win some real money. But the Society isn’t all that it seems . . .
and soon Hope finds that playing the game isn’t a choice—it’s a requirement. “Dark, twisty,
and thrilling.” —Danielle Paige, New York Times bestselling author of Dorothy Must Die “A
delicious and fast-paced read! This one kept me up way past my bedtime!” —Julie Murphy, #1
New York Times bestselling author of Dumplin’ A YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers
Among the most celebrated American poets of the past half century, Adrienne Rich was the
recipient of awards ranging from the Bollingen Prize, to the National Book Award, to the
Lannan Lifetime Achievement Award. In Understanding Adrienne Rich, Jeannette E. Riley
assesses the full scope of Rich’s long career from 1957 to her death in 2012 through a
chronological exploration of her poetry and prose. Beginning with Rich’s first two formally
traditional collections, published in the late 1950s, then moving to the increasingly radical
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collections of the 1960s and 1970s, Riley details the evolution of Rich’s feminist poetics as
she investigated issues of identity, sexuality, gender, the desire to reclaim women’s history,
the dream of a common language, and a separate community for women. Riley then tracks
how Rich’s writing shifted outward from the 1980s and 1990s to the end of her career as she
evaluated her own life and place within her society. Rich examined her country’s history as
well, asking readers to consider what responsibility each person has—individually and
communally—for changing the conditions under which we live. This book documents Rich’s
developing charge that poetry carries the ability to create social change and engage people in
the democratic process. Throughout, Understanding Adrienne Rich interweaves explications of
Rich’s poetry with her prose, offering a close look at the development of the author’s voice
from formalist poet, to feminist visionary, to citizen poet. In doing so, this volume provides a
survey of Rich’s career and her impact on American literature and politics.
Henry David Thoreau dropped the gauntlet with Walden in 1854, and it is more relevant than
ever. To Live Deliberately is our visual reimagining of Thoreau's most well-known essay,
Where I Lived and What I Lived For. Accompanied by 30 illustrations, the essay challenges the
trappings of modern living and embraces an ascetic rejection of the material and the trivial in
exchange for a reconnection with nature as a path toward self-discovery. We judiciously edited
Thoreau's essay to avoid any unnecessarily confusing news references, and were amazed to
discover that not only does this manifesto otherwise hold up, but it also feels surprisingly
modern and more relevant than ever. Thoreau's rejection of news as largely gossip, and the
obsession with travel and railroads as idle self-indulgence, bear a sobering resemblance to our
modern preoccupation with social media and internet surfing. In both instances, the impulse to
seek distraction is the same. The Obvious State Classics Collection is an evolving series of
visually reimagined beloved works that speaks to contemporary readers. The pocket-sized,
collectable editions feature the selected works of celebrated authors such as T. S. Eliot, Edgar
Allan Poe, Walt Whitman, Sara Teasdale and Henry David Thoreau.
ROBERT HERRICK: SELECTED POEMS ROBERT HERRICK (1591-1674) was one of the
Cavalier poets (other Cavalier poets included Suckling, Carew and Lovelace). He was born in
London and lived much of his life in the rough remoteness of a parish in Devonshire. He
studied at Cambridge (St John's College and Trinity Hall). His law studies were dropped in
1623, and he was ordained as a deacon and priest in 1624. Herrick's major work, Hesperides
or The Works Both Humane and Divine of Robert Herrick Esq., was published in 1648. There
are some 1130 poems in the first, secular part, Hesperides, and 272 in Noble Numbers, the
religious pieces. Herrick's poetry (his Hesperides) followed the plan outlined the poem 'The
Argument of His Book', with its lyrical evocation of the natural world. Herrick was particularly
well situated, geographically, to write nature poetry. Like Coleridge, Wordsworth and Bront ,
Herrick lived in the midst of the countryside, in the relative isolation of Dean Prior, on the edge
of Dartmoor in Devon. There are many poems in Robert Herrick's work of love - about love
desired, lost and mourned. Herrick is very definitely a 'Muse poet', to use Robert Graves's
term. There are many poems about various mistresses, 'my dearest Beauties' he calls them in
'To My Lovely Mistresses' (Anthea, Perilla, Electra, Blanch, Judith, Silvia, and the most
beloved of all, Julia). There are many poems to certain 'muses' or 'maidens'. The sheer
number (and quality) of Herrick's poems to Julia attests to his deep passion for the friendship
and strength of women: 'To Julia', 'To Roses in Julia's Bosom', 'To Julia, Her Dawn, or
Daybreak', 'The Parliament of Roses to Julia', 'Upon Julia's Recovery', 'On Julia's Fall', 'His
Sailing From Julia', 'Her Legs', 'Her Bed', 'On Julia's Picture', 'The Bracelet to Julia', 'To Julia in
the Temple' and so on. Apart from poems addressed 'To His Book', there are more poems in
Robert Herrick's output 'To Julia' than to anything else. Julia is 'the prime of Paradise' ('To
Julia, in Her Dawn, or Day-breake'). She is utterly adored, often erotically. There are poems
which eulogize her breasts and nipples, for instance: 'Display thy breasts.../ Between whose
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glories, there my lips I'll lay, / Ravisht', he writes (in 'Upon Julia's Breasts'); other paeans to
Julia's breasts include 'Upon the Roses in Julia's Bosom', and 'Upon the Nipples of Julia's
Breast'. Herrick makes the age-old connections between the fertility of nature outside (the rain,
the lush vegetation, the rivers of the Paradisal Earth) and the bounty of women inside (Julia's
breasts form a valley of abundance, as in William Shakespeare's 'Venus and Adonis', in which
the poet would like to languish). Women in Herrick's poetry are seen as the givers of pleasure
(expressed as sex), nurturance (breast milk), and all things worthy in the world (love). 'All
Pleasures meet in Woman-kind', he writes in 'On Himself'. They are just as important in his
poetry as God, the King or Christianity.
A blistering novel about a writer’s creative response to the daily onslaught of fake news,
memory, and the ways in which truth gives over to fiction “An absorbing portrait of an inspired
artist in the midst of our maddening cultural moment” —Ayad Akhtar, author of Homeland
Elegies When Satya, a professor and author, attends a prestigious artists' retreat to write, he
finds the pressures of the outside world won’t let up: the president rages online; a dangerous
virus envelops the globe; and the twenty-four-hour news cycle throws fuel on every fire. For
most of the retreat fellows, such stories are unbearable distractions, but for Satya, who sees
them play out in both America and his native India, these Orwellian interruptions begin to
crystallize into an idea for his new novel, Enemies of the People, about the lies we tell
ourselves and one another. Satya scours his life for instances in which truth bends toward the
imagined and misinformation is mistaken as fact. Mixing Satya’s experiences—as a father,
husband, and American immigrant—with newspaper clippings, the president’s tweets, and
observations on famous works of art, A Time Outside This Time captures a feverish political
moment with intelligence, beauty, and an eye for the uncanny. It is a brilliant interrogation on
life in a post-truth era and an attempt to imagine a time outside this one.
Insight Text Guide for Dead Poet's Society
Alfred, Lord Tennyson was a more complex writer than his status as Queen Victoria’s
favorite poet might suggest. Though capable of rendering rapture and delight in the
most exquisite verse, in another mode Tennyson is brother in spirit to Poe and
Baudelaire, the author of dark, passionate reveries. And though he treasured poetic
tradition, his work nevertheless engaged directly with the great issues of his time, from
industrialization and the crisis of faith to scientific progress and women’s rights. A
master of the short, intense lyric, he can also be sardonic, humorous, voluptuous,
earthy, and satirical. This collection includes, of course, such famous poems as “The
Lady of Shalott” and “The Charge of the Light Brigade.” There are extracts from all the
major masterpieces—“Idylls of the King,” “The Princess,” “In Memoriam”—and several
complete long poems, such as “Ulysses” and “Demeter and Persephone,” that
demonstrate his narrative grace. Finally, there are many of the short lyrical poems,
such as “Come into the Garden, Maud” and “Break, Break, Break,” for which he is
justly celebrated.
Educating Rita, about a working-class Liverpool girl's hunger for education, is 'simply a
marvellous play, painfully funny and passionately serious; a hilarious social
documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, half-happy ending.' Sunday Times Educating
Rita premiered at the RSC Warehouse, London, in June 1980. Voted Best Comedy of
1980, it was subsequently made into a highly successful film with Michael Caine and
Julie Walters.
Fans of Far from the Tree, We Are Okay and Emergency Contact will love this epic,
utterly unforgettable contemporary novel about a lost shipwreck, a missing piece of
family history, and weathering the storms of life. The Larkin family isn't just lucky—they
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persevere. At least that's what Violet and her younger brother, Sam, were always told.
When the Lyric sank off the coast of Maine, their great-great-great-grandmother didn't
drown like the rest of the passengers. No, Fidelia swam to shore, fell in love, and
founded Lyric, Maine, the town Violet and Sam returned to every summer. But wrecks
seem to run in the family: Tall, funny, musical Violet can't stop partying with the wrong
people. And, one beautiful summer day, brilliant, sensitive Sam attempts to take his
own life. Shipped back to Lyric while Sam is in treatment, Violet is haunted by her
family's missing piece—the lost shipwreck she and Sam dreamed of discovering when
they were children. Desperate to make amends, Violet embarks on a wildly ambitious
mission: locate the Lyric, lain hidden in a watery grave for over a century. She finds a
fellow wreck hunter in Liv Stone, an amateur local historian whose sparkling intelligence
and guarded gray eyes make Violet ache in an exhilarating new way. Whether or not
they find the Lyric, the journey Violet takes—and the bridges she builds along the
way—may be the start of something like survival. Epic, funny, and sweepingly romantic,
The Last True Poets of the Sea is an astonishing debut about the strength it takes to
swim up from a wreck.
Todd Anderson and his friends at Welton Academy can hardly believe how different life
is since their new English professor, the flamboyant John Keating, has challenged them
to "make your lives extraordinary! Inspired by Keating, the boys resurrect the Dead
Poets Society--a secret club where, free from the constraints and expectations of
school and parents, they let their passions run wild. As Keating turns the boys on to the
great words of Byron, Shelley, and Keats, they discover not only the beauty of
language, but the importance of making each moment count. Can the club and the
individuality it inspires survive the pressure from authorities determined to destroy their
dreams? But the Dead Poets pledges soon realize that their newfound freedom can
have tragic consequences. Can the club and the individuality it inspires survive the
pressure from authorities determined to destroy their dreams?
The highly anticipated second collection by Danez Smith—“Hallelujah is an
understatement” (Patricia Smith) Award-winning poet Danez Smith is a groundbreaking
force, celebrated for deft lyrics, urgent subjects, and performative power. Don’t Call Us
Dead opens with a heartrending sequence that imagines an afterlife for black men shot
by police, a place where suspicion, violence, and grief are forgotten and replaced with
the safety, love, and longevity they deserved here on earth. Smith turns then to desire,
mortality—the dangers experienced in skin and body and blood—and a diagnosis of HIV
positive. “Some of us are killed / in pieces,” Smith writes, “some of us all at once.”
Don’t Call Us Dead is an astonishing and ambitious collection, one that confronts,
praises, and rebukes America—“Dear White America”—where every day is too often a
funeral and not often enough a miracle.
Slowly Jack learns the pleasures of writing poetry as Miss Stretchberry encourages him
to tell his own story through verse. What emerges is a moving and memorable story
about a boy and his dog and his growing passion for poetry.
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