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With wit, colour and clarity, What A Wonderful World
quickly and painlessly brings us up to speed on how the
world of the 21st century works. From economics to
physics and biology to philosophy, Marcus Chown
explains the complex forces that shape our universe.
Why do we breathe? What is money? How does the
brain work? Why did life invent sex? Does time really
exist? How does capitalism work - or not, as the case
may be? Where do mountains come from? How do
computers work? How did humans get to dominate the
Earth? Why is there something rather than nothing? In
What a Wonderful World, Marcus Chown, bestselling
author of Quantum Theory Cannot Hurt You and the
Solar System app, uses his vast scientific knowledge
and deep understanding of extremely complex
processes to answer simple questions about the
workings of our everyday lives. Lucid, witty and hugely
entertaining, it explains the basics of our essential
existence, stopping along the way to show us why the
Atlantic is widening by a thumbs' length each year, how
money permits trade to time travel why the crucial
advantage humans had over Neanderthals was sewing
and why we are all living in a giant hologram.
Bryson brings his unique brand of humour to travel
writing as he shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold
on his wallet and heads for Europe. Travelling with
Stephen Katz--also his wonderful sidekick in A Walk in
the Woods--he wanders from Hammerfest in the far
north, to Istanbul on the cusp of Asia. As he makes his
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way round this incredibly varied continent, he retraces
his travels as a student twenty years before with caustic
hilarity.
Bill Bryson has one of the liveliest, most inquisitive minds
on the planet, and At Home is likely to become the most
illuminating book on the way we lived then and live
now--the why and the where and the how of it--ever
written. Now, in this handsome new edition, his sparkling
prose will be enhanced by some 200 carefully curated
full-colour images from both the past and the present.
Selected from a staggering array of sources to bring
Bill's journey to vivid life, these pictures will make
reading At Home an immersive experience. When you've
finished this book, you will see your house--and your
daily life--in a new and revelatory light.
A classic from the New York Times bestselling author of
A Walk in the Woods and The Body. After living in Britain
for two decades, Bill Bryson recently moved back to the
United States with his English wife and four children (he
had read somewhere that nearly 3 million Americans
believed they had been abducted by aliens—as he later
put it, "it was clear my people needed me"). They were
greeted by a new and improved America that boasts
microwave pancakes, twenty-four-hour dental-floss
hotlines, and the staunch conviction that ice is not a
luxury item. Delivering the brilliant comic musings that
are a Bryson hallmark, I'm a Stranger Here Myself
recounts his sometimes disconcerting reunion with the
land of his birth. The result is a book filled with hysterical
scenes of one man's attempt to reacquaint himself with
his own country, but it is also an extended if at times
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bemused love letter to the homeland he has returned to
after twenty years away.
Bill Bryson’s bestselling biography of William
Shakespeare takes the reader on an enthralling tour
through Elizabethan England and the eccentricities of
Shakespearean scholarship—updated with a new
introduction by the author to commemorate the 400th
anniversary of Shakespeare’s death William
Shakespeare, the most celebrated poet in the English
language, left behind nearly a million words of text, but
his biography has long been a thicket of wild supposition
arranged around scant facts. With a steady hand and his
trademark wit, Bill Bryson sorts through this colorful
muddle to reveal the man himself. His Shakespeare is
like no one else's—the beneficiary of Bryson's genial
nature, his engaging skepticism, and a gift for storytelling
unrivaled in our time.
Edited and introduced by Bill Bryson, and with
contributions from Richard Dawkins, Margaret Atwood,
David Attenborough, Martin Rees and Richard Fortey
amongst others, this is a remarkable volume celebrating
the rich history of the Royal Society. Since its inception
in 1660, the Royal Society has pioneered scientific
discovery and exploration. The oldest scientific academy
in existence, its backbone is its Fellowship of the most
eminent scientists in history including Charles Darwin,
Isaac Newton and Albert Einstein. Today, its Fellows are
the most influential men and women in science, many of
whom have contributed to this ground-breaking volume
alongside some of the world's most celebrated novelists,
essayists and historians. This book celebrates the Royal
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Society's vast achievements in its illustrious past as well
as its huge contribution to the development of modern
science. With unrestricted access to the Society's
archives and photographs, Seeing Further shows that
the history of scientific endeavour and discovery is a
continuous thread running through the history of the
world and of society - and is one that continues to shape
the world we live in today.
A magical, heartwarming memoir from one of
Hollywood’s most beloved actresses, best known for her
iconic role on I Dream of Jeannie The landmark NBC hit
television series I Dream of Jeannie has delighted
generations of audiences and inspired untold numbers of
teenage crushes on its beautiful blond star, Barbara
Eden, for decades. Part pristine Hollywood princess and
part classic bombshell, with innocence, strength, and
comedic talent to spare, Barbara finally lets Jeannie out
of her bottle to tell her whole story. Jeannie Out of the
Bottle takes us behind the scenes of I Dream of Jeannie
as well as Barbara’s dozens of other stage, movie,
television, and live concert performances. We follow her
from the hungry years when she was a struggling studio
contract player at 20th Century Fox through difficult
weeks trying to survive as a chorus girl at Ciro’s Sunset
Strip supper club, from a stint as Johnny Carson’s
sidekick on live TV to tangling on-screen and off with
some of Hollywood’s most desirable leading men,
including Elvis Presley, Clint Eastwood, Paul Newman,
and Warren Beatty. From the ups and downs of her
relationship with her Jeannie co-star Larry Hagman to a
touching meeting with an exquisite and vulnerable
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Marilyn Monroe at the twilight of her career, readers join
Barbara on a thrilling journey through her five decades in
Hollywood. But Barbara’s story is also an intimate and
honest memoir of personal tragedy: a stillborn child with
her first husband, Michael Ansara; a verbally abusive,
drug-addicted second husband; the loss of her beloved
mother; and the accidental heroin-induced death of her
adult son, just months before his wedding. With candor
and poignancy, Barbara reflects on the challenges she
has faced, as well as the joys she has experienced and
how she has maintained her humor, optimism, and
inimitable Jeannie magic throughout the roller-coaster
ride of a truly memorable life. Illustrated with sixteen
pages of photographs, including candid family pictures
and rare publicity stills, Jeannie Out of the Bottle is a
must-have for every fan, old and new.
"Delightfully horrifying."--Popular Science One of Mental
Floss's Best Books of 2018 One of Science Friday's Best
Science Books of 2018 This wryly humorous collection of
stories about bizarre medical treatments and cases
offers a unique portrait of a bygone era in all its jawdropping weirdness. A puzzling series of dental
explosions beginning in the nineteenth century is just
one of many strange tales that have long lain
undiscovered in the pages of old medical journals. Awardwinning medical historian Thomas Morris delivers one of
the most remarkable, cringe-inducing collections of
stories ever assembled. Witness Mysterious Illnesses
(such as the Rhode Island woman who peed through her
nose), Horrifying Operations (1781: A French soldier in
India operates on his own bladder stone), Tall Tales (like
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the "amphibious infant" of Chicago, a baby that could
apparently swim underwater for half an hour),
Unfortunate Predicaments (such as that of the boy who
honked like a goose after inhaling a bird's larynx), and a
plethora of other marvels. Beyond a series of anecdotes,
these painfully amusing stories reveal a great deal about
the evolution of modern medicine. Some show the
medical profession hopeless in the face of ailments that
today would be quickly banished by modern drugs; but
others are heartening tales of recovery against the odds,
patients saved from death by the devotion or ingenuity of
a conscientious doctor. However embarrassing the
ailment or ludicrous the treatment, every case in The
Mystery of the Exploding Teeth tells us something about
the knowledge (and ignorance) of an earlier age, along
with the sheer resilience of human life.
A 41-year-old engineer quits his job to hike the
Appalachian Trail. This is a true account of his hike from
Georgia to Maine, bringing to the reader the life of the
towns and the people he meets along the way.
William Shakespeare, the most celebrated poet in the
English language, left behind nearly a million words of
text, but his biography has long been a thicket of wild
supposition arranged around scant facts. With a steady
hand and his trademark wit, Bill Bryson sorts through this
colorful muddle to reveal the man himself. Bryson
documents the efforts of earlier scholars, from today's
most respected academics to eccentrics like Delia
Bacon, an American who developed a firm but
unsubstantiated conviction that her namesake, Francis
Bacon, was the true author of Shakespeare's plays.
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Emulating the style of his famous travelogues, Bryson
records episodes in his research, including a visit to a
basement room in Washington, D.C., where the world's
largest collection of First Folios is housed. Bryson
celebrates Shakespeare as a writer of unimaginable
talent and enormous inventiveness. His Shakespeare is
like no one else's–the beneficiary of Bryson's genial
nature, his engaging skepticism, and a gift for storytelling
unrivalled in our time.
"It was half past five in the morning as I lurched through
the front door of the B&B. Mrs. O'Sullivan appeared just
in time to see me pause to admire the luminous Virgin
holy water stand with integral night-light, and knock it off
the wall. Politely declining the six rounds of ham
sandwiches on the tray she was holding, I edged
gingerly along the hallway to the wrong bedroom door
and opened it." Despite the many exotic places Peter
McCarthy has visited, he finds that nowhere else can
match the particular magic of Ireland, his mother's
homeland. In McCarthy's Bar, his journey begins in Cork
and continues along the west coast to Donegal in the
north. Traveling through spectacular landscapes, but at
all times obeying the rule, "never pass a bar that has
your name on it," he encounters McCarthy's bars up and
down the land, meeting fascinating people before
pleading to be let out at four o'clock in the morning.
Through adventures with English hippies who have
colonized a desolate mountain; roots-seeking, buffetdevouring American tourists; priests for whom the word
"father" has a loaded meaning; enthusiastic Germans
who "here since many years holidays are making;" and
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his fellow barefoot pilgrims on an island called Purgatory,
Peter pursues the secrets of Ireland's global popularity
and his own confused Irish-Anglo identity. Written by
someone who is at once an insider and an outsider,
McCarthy's Bar is a wonderfully funny and affectionate
portrait of a rapidly changing country.
Winner of the Ned Kelly Award for Crime Fiction
(Australia) Joe Cashin was different once. He moved
easily then. He was surer and less thoughtful. But there
are consequences when you’ve come so close to dying.
For Cashin, they included a posting away from the world
of Homicide to the quiet place on the coast where he
grew up. Now all he has to do is play the country cop
and walk the dogs. And sometimes think about how he
was before. Then prominent local Charles Bourgoyne is
beaten and left for dead. Everything seems to point to
three boys from the nearby Aboriginal community;
everyone seems to want it to. But Cashin is
unconvinced. And as tragedy unfolds relentlessly into
tragedy, he finds himself holding onto something that
might be better let go.
When an old friend asked him to write a weekly dispatch
from New Hampshire for the Mail on Sunday's Night and
Day magazine, Bill Bryson firmly turned him down. So
firm was he, in fact, that gathered here are nineteen
months' worth of his popular columns about the
strangest of phenomena -- the American way of
life.Whether discussing the dazzling efficiency of the
garbage disposal unit, the mind-boggling plethora of
methods by which to shop, the exoticism of having your
groceries bagged for you, or the jaw-slackening direness
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of American TV, Bill Bryson brings his inimitable brand of
bemused wit to bear on the world's richest and craziest
country.
"I come from Des Moines. Somebody had to." And, as
soon as Bill Bryson was old enough, he left. Des Moines
couldn't hold him, but it did lure him back. After ten years
in England he returned to the land of his youth, and
drove almost 14,000 miles in search of a mythical small
town called Amalgam, the kind of smiling village where
the movies from his youth were set. Instead he drove
through a series of horrific burgs, which he renamed
Smellville, Fartville, Coleslaw, Coma, and Doldrum. At
best his search led him to Anywhere, USA, a lookalike
strip of gas stations, motels and hamburger outlets
populated by obese and slow-witted hicks with a
partiality for synthetic fibres. He discovered a continent
that was doubly lost: lost to itself because he found it
blighted by greed, pollution, mobile homes and
television; lost to him because he had become a
foreigner in his own country.
A short history and general picture of the country, such
as the seasons, government, ranches, homesteads and
wild life. Grades 4-6.
“[Russo’s] first novel in ten years hits the ball out of the
park. . . . You’ll lap up this gripping, wise, and wonderful
summer treat.” —The Boston Globe “A cascade of
charm. . . . Russo is an undeniably endearing writer, and
chances are this story will draw you back to the most
consequential moments in your own life.”—The
Washington Post One beautiful September day, three
men in their late sixties convene on Martha's Vineyard,
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friends ever since meeting in college in the sixties. They
couldn't have been more different then, or even
today—Lincoln's a commercial real estate broker, Teddy a
tiny-press publisher, and Mickey is a musician beyond
his rockin' age. But each man holds his own secrets, in
addition to the monumental mystery that none of them
has ever stopped puzzling over since a Memorial Day
weekend right here on the Vineyard in 1971. Now, fortyfive years later, three lives and that of a significant other
are put on displaywhile the distant past confounds the
present ina relentless squall of surprise and discovery.
Shot through with Russo's trademark comedy and
humanity, Chances Are . . . introduces a new level of
suspense and menace that will quicken the reader's
heartbeat throughout this absorbing saga.

A New York Times Best Seller A New York Times
Book Review Editors' Choice Betty Weissmann has
just been dumped by her husband of forty-eight
years. Exiled from her elegant New York apartment
by her husband's mistress, she and her two middleaged daughters, Miranda and Annie, regroup in a
run-down Westport, Connecticut, beach cottage. In
Schine's playful and devoted homage to Jane
Austen's Sense and Sensibility, the impulsive sister
is Miranda, a literary agent entangled in a series of
scandals, and the more pragmatic sister is Annie, a
library director, who feels compelled to move in and
watch over her capricious mother and sister.
Schine's witty, wonderful novel The Three
Weissmanns of Westport "is simply full of pleasure:
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the pleasure of reading, the pleasure of Austen, and
the pleasure that the characters so rightly and
humorously pursue....An absolute triumph" (The
Cleveland Plain Dealer).
Two sisters are torn apart by war and must fight their
way back to each other in a futuristic, Black Pantherinspired Nigeria. The year is 2172. Climate change
and nuclear disasters have rendered much of earth
unlivable. Only the lucky ones have escaped to
space colonies in the sky. In a war-torn Nigeria,
battles are fought using flying, deadly mechs and
soldiers are outfitted with bionic limbs and artificial
organs meant to protect them from the harsh,
radiation-heavy climate. Across the nation, as the
years-long civil war wages on, survival becomes the
only way of life. Two sisters, Onyii and Ify, dream of
more. Their lives have been marked by violence and
political unrest. Still, they dream of peace, of hope,
of a future together. And they're willing to fight an
entire war to get there. Acclaimed author, Tochi
Onyebuchi, has written an immersive, action-packed,
deeply personal novel perfect for fans of Nnedi
Okorafor, Marie Lu, and Paolo Bacigalupi.
Want more free books like this? Download our app
for free at https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get
access to hundreds of free book and audiobook
summaries. The revolutionary how-to guide for
learning how to declutter your home, body, and
mind. If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed at the
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thought of decluttering your house, or maybe, you
think that you’re just a messy person, then this book
is for you. Marie Kondo’s KonMari method of tidying
up will teach you how to approach decluttering your
home and organizing your space. Begin by
visualizing your ideal living space, if you can
continue to visualize throughout your tidying up
journey, you can bring your vision to life. With Marie
Kondo’s tips and tricks, you can learn the proven
way to tidy your house. However, throughout the
process, you’ll realize that tidying up doesn’t just
improve your home, but improves your mind and
body as well. You can learn how tidying up can
spark an interest you never knew you had, or rid you
of the toxins inside your body. Whether you think
you’re ready to tidy up or not, Marie Kondo’s book
will teach you more than just how to declutter your
home.
At HomeA Short History of Private Life Illustrated
EditionDoubleday Canada
Before New York Times bestselling author Bill
Bryson wrote The Road to Little Dribbling, he took
this delightfully irreverent jaunt around the
unparalleled floating nation of Great Britain, which
has produced zebra crossings, Shakespeare,
Twiggie Winkie’s Farm, and places with names like
Farleigh Wallop and Titsey.
Bill Bryson goes to Kenya at the invitation of CARE
International, the charity dedicated to working with
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local communities to eradicate poverty around the
world. Kenya, generally regarded as the cradle of
humankind, is a land of stunning landscapes,
famous game reserves, and a vibrant culture, but it
also has many serious problems, including refugees,
AIDS, drought and grinding poverty. It also provides
plenty to worry a nervous traveller like Bill Bryson:
hair-raising rides in light aircraft, tropical diseases,
snakes, insects and large predators. Bryson casts
his inimitable eye on a continent new to him, and the
resultant diary, though short in length, contains all
his trademark laugh-out-loud wit, wry observation
and curious insight. All the author’s royalties from
this book, as well as all profits, will go to CARE
International.
One of Bookpage's Most Anticipated Nonfiction
Books of 2021 Join "America’s funniest science
writer" (Peter Carlson, Washington Post), Mary
Roach, on an irresistible investigation into the
unpredictable world where wildlife and humans
meet. What’s to be done about a jaywalking moose?
A bear caught breaking and entering? A murderous
tree? Three hundred years ago, animals that broke
the law would be assigned legal representation and
put on trial. These days, as New York Times bestselling author Mary Roach discovers, the answers
are best found not in jurisprudence but in science:
the curious science of human-wildlife conflict, a
discipline at the crossroads of human behavior and
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wildlife biology. Roach tags along with animal-attack
forensics investigators, human-elephant conflict
specialists, bear managers, and "danger tree" faller
blasters. Intrepid as ever, she travels from leopardterrorized hamlets in the Indian Himalaya to St.
Peter’s Square in the early hours before the pope
arrives for Easter Mass, when vandal gulls swoop in
to destroy the elaborate floral display. She tastetests rat bait, learns how to install a vulture effigy,
and gets mugged by a macaque. Combining littleknown forensic science and conservation genetics
with a motley cast of laser scarecrows, langur
impersonators, and trespassing squirrels, Roach
reveals as much about humanity as about nature’s
lawbreakers. When it comes to "problem" wildlife,
she finds, humans are more often the problem—and
the solution. Fascinating, witty, and humane, Fuzz
offers hope for compassionate coexistence in our
ever-expanding human habitat.
With dazzling wit and astonishing insight, Bill
Bryson—the acclaimed author of The Lost
Continent—brilliantly explores the remarkable history,
eccentricities, resilience and sheer fun of the English
language. From the first descent of the larynx into
the throat (why you can talk but your dog can't), to
the fine lost art of swearing, Bryson tells the
fascinating, often uproarious story of an inadequate,
second-rate tongue of peasants that developed into
one of the world's largest growth industries.
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One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers
takes his ultimate journey -- into the most intriguing and
intractable questions that science seeks to answer. In A Walk
in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -well, most of it. In In A Sunburned Country, he confronted
some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in
his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to
understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest
questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves.
Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of
civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from
there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he
has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced
(and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and
mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and
field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books,
pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their
powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the
record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound,
sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and
entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as
only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more
involving or entertaining.
Can one man save the Titanic? March 1912. A mysterious
man appears aboard the Titanic on its doomed voyage. His
mission? To save the ship. The result? A world where the
United States never entered World War I, thus launching the
secret history of the 20th Century. April 2012. Joseph
Kennedy - grand-nephew of John F. Kennedy - lives in an
America occupied in the East by Greater Germany and on the
West Coast by Imperial Japan. He is one of six people who
can restore history to its rightful order -- even though it would
mean his own death. "A magnificent alternate history, set
against the backdrop of one of the the greatest maritime
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disasters." Library Journal “Imaginative, monolithic, actionpacked… The reader will not be disappointed.” — Bookseller
and Publisher "Time travel, airships, the Titanic, Roswell ...
Kowalski builds a decidedly original creature that blends
military science fiction, conspiracy theory, alternate history,
and even a dash of romance." Publishers Weekly "Kowalski
effortlessly smashes together high art and grand adventure in
this alt-history juggernaut." John Birmingham, acclaimed
author of Weapons of Choice "Exciting action, twisty and
ingenious characterisation, and complicated time-travel
plotting, deftly handled." S.M. Stirling, NYT bestselling author
of The Tears of the Sun "A non-stop chase that takes place
across two thousand miles ... and one hundred years of
perdurant time." Walter Jon Williams, NYT bestselling author
of Deep State
God only knows what possessed Bill Bryson, a reluctant
adventurer if ever there was one, to undertake a gruelling
hike along the world's longest continuous footpath—The
Appalachian Trail. The 2,000-plus-mile trail winds through 14
states, stretching along the east coast of the United States,
from Georgia to Maine. It snakes through some of the wildest
and most spectacular landscapes in North America, as well
as through some of its most poverty-stricken and primitive
backwoods areas. With his offbeat sensibility, his eye for the
absurd, and his laugh-out-loud sense of humour, Bryson
recounts his confrontations with nature at its most
uncompromising over his five-month journey. An instant
classic, riotously funny, A Walk in the Woods will add a whole
new audience to the legions of Bill Bryson fans.
"Fascinating and exhilarating—Sean B. Carroll at his very
best."—Bill Bryson, author of The Body: A Guide for
Occupants From acclaimed writer and biologist Sean B.
Carroll, a rollicking, awe-inspiring story of the surprising
power of chance in our lives and the world Why is the world
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the way it is? How did we get here? Does everything happen
for a reason or are some things left to chance? Philosophers
and theologians have pondered these questions for millennia,
but startling scientific discoveries over the past half century
are revealing that we live in a world driven by chance. A
Series of Fortunate Events tells the story of the awesome
power of chance and how it is the surprising source of all the
beauty and diversity in the living world. Like every other
species, we humans are here by accident. But it is shocking
just how many things—any of which might never have
occurred—had to happen in certain ways for any of us to exist.
From an extremely improbable asteroid impact, to the wild
gyrations of the Ice Age, to invisible accidents in our parents'
gonads, we are all here through an astonishing series of
fortunate events. And chance continues to reign every day
over the razor-thin line between our life and death. This is a
relatively small book about a really big idea. It is also a
spirited tale. Drawing inspiration from Monty Python, Kurt
Vonnegut, and other great thinkers, and crafted by one of
today's most accomplished science storytellers, A Series of
Fortunate Events is an irresistibly entertaining and thoughtprovoking account of one of the most important but least
appreciated facts of life.
Bill Bryson, bestselling author of The Mother Tongue, now
celebrates its magnificent offspring in the book that reveals
once and for all how a dusty western hamlet with neither
woods nor holly came to be known as Hollywood . . . and
exactly why Mr. Yankee Doodle called his befeathered cap
"Macaroni."
A masterly look at the value and limitations of intelligence in
the conduct of war from the premier military historian of our
time, John Keegan. Intelligence gathering is an immensely
complicated and vulnerable endeavor. And it often fails. Until
the invention of the telegraph and radio, information often
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traveled no faster than a horse could ride, yet intelligence
helped defeat Napoleon. In the twentieth century, photo
analysts didn’t recognize Germany’s V-2 rockets for what
they were; on the other hand, intelligence helped lead to
victory over the Japanese at Midway. In Intelligence in War,
John Keegan illustrates that only when paired with force has
military intelligence been an effective tool, as it may one day
be in besting al-Qaeda.
In this selection from The Body, his compulsively readable
and bestselling owner’s manual to the human body, Bill
Bryson introduces us to the mysterious, and often
devastating, world of disease. Written with extraordinary
insight and filled with remarkable facts, When Things Go
Wrong deepens our understanding of the maladies that afflict
us--what they are and how they work. A Vintage Short.
One of our most accomplished literary artists, John Crowley
imagines the novel the haunted Romantic poet Lord Byron
never penned ...but very well might have. Saved from
destruction, read, and annotated by Byron's own abandoned
daughter, Ada, the manuscript is rediscovered in our time -and almost not recognized. Lord Byron's Novel is the story of
a dying daughter's attempt to understand the famous father
she longed for -- and the young woman who, by learning the
secret of Byron's manuscript and Ada's devotion, reconnects
with her own father, driven from her life by a crime as terrible
as any of which Byron himself was accused.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Bill Bryson, bestselling
author of A Short History of Nearly Everything, takes us on a
head-to-toe tour of the marvel that is the human body—with a
new afterword for this edition. Bill Bryson once again proves
himself to be an incomparable companion as he guides us
through the human body—how it functions, its remarkable
ability to heal itself, and (unfortunately) the ways it can fail.
Full of extraordinary facts (your body made a million red blood
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cells since you started reading this) and irresistible
Brysonesque anecdotes, The Body will lead you to a deeper
understanding of the miracle that is life in general and you in
particular. As Bill Bryson writes, “We pass our existence
within this wobble of flesh and yet take it almost entirely for
granted.” The Body will cure that indifference with generous
doses of wondrous, compulsively readable facts and
information. As addictive as it is comprehensive, this is
Bryson at his very best, a must-read owner’s manual for
every body.
From one of the most beloved and bestselling authors in the
English language, a vivid, nostalgic and utterly hilarious
memoir of growing up in the middle of the United States in the
middle of the last century. A book that delivers on the promise
that it is “laugh-out-loud funny.” Some say that the first hints
that Bill Bryson was not of Planet Earth came from his
discovery, at the age of six, of a woollen jersey of rare
fineness. Across the moth-holed chest was a golden
thunderbolt. It may have looked like an old college football
sweater, but young Bryson knew better. It was obviously the
Sacred Jersey of Zap, and proved that he had been placed
with this innocuous family in the middle of America to fly,
become invisible, shoot guns out of people’s hands from a
distance, and wear his underpants over his jeans in the
manner of Superman. Bill Bryson’s first travel book opened
with the immortal line, “I come from Des Moines. Somebody
had to.” In this hilarious new memoir, he travels back to
explore the kid he once was and the weird and wonderful
world of 1950s America. He modestly claims that this is a
book about not very much: about being small and getting
much larger slowly. But for the rest of us, it is a laugh-out-loud
book that will speak volumes – especially to anyone who has
ever been young.
Ikey Solomon is in the business of thieving and he's very
Page 19/23

Get Free Bill Bryson Audio Books
good at it. Ikey's partner in crime is his mistress, the forthright
Mary Abacus, until misfortune befalls them. They are parted
and each must make the harsh journey from thriving
nineteenth century London to the convict settlement of Van
Diemen's Land. In the backstreets and dives of Hobart Town,
Mary learns the art of brewing and builds The Potato Factory,
where she plans a new future. But her ambitions are
threatened by Ikey's wife, Hannah, her old enemy. The two
women raise their separate families, one legitimate and the
other bastard. As each woman sets out to destroy the other,
the families are brought to the edge of disaster.
This book is an essential exploration into the history of a
legendary group of Crusaders, which are prominently
featured in Dan Brown's recent best seller, The Da Vinci
Code. The Knights Templar rose from humble beginnings to
become the most powerful military religious order of the
Middle Ages. Formed to protect pilgrims in the Holy Land,
they participated in the Crusades and rapidly gained wealth,
lands, and influence. Seemingly untouchable for nearly two
centuries, they fell from grace spectacularly after the loss of
the Holy Land. In the ensuing centuries the Templars have
exerted a unique influence over European history; orthodox
historians see them as nothing more than soldier-monks
whose arrogance was their ultimate undoing, while others see
them as occultists of the first order. With clarity and ease,
Martin navigates between the orthodox and the speculative,
the historical and the myth, to bring alive the story of the
Templars. Like those other legends of the Middle Ages—the
characters of the Arthurian tales—The Knights Templar holds
captive the imagination of all those intrigued by conspiracy
and how history and myth intertwine to become the stuff of
legend.
It is the driest, flattest, hottest, most desiccated, infertile and
climatically aggressive of all the inhabited continents and still
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Australia teems with life – a large portion of it quite deadly. In
fact, Australia has more things that can kill you in a very nasty
way than anywhere else. Ignoring such dangers – and yet
curiously obsessed by them – Bill Bryson journeyed to
Australia and promptly fell in love with the country. And who
can blame him? The people are cheerful, extrovert, quickwitted and unfailingly obliging: their cities are safe and clean
and nearly always built on water; the food is excellent; the
beer is cold and the sun nearly always shines. Life doesn’t
get much better than this...
A loving and hilarious—if occasionally spiky—valentine to Bill
Bryson’s adopted country, Great Britain. Prepare for total joy
and multiple episodes of unseemly laughter. Twenty years
ago, Bill Bryson went on a trip around Britain to discover and
celebrate that green and pleasant land. The result was Notes
from a Small Island, a true classic and one of the bestselling
travel books ever written. Now he has traveled about Britain
again, by bus and train and rental car and on foot, to see
what has changed—and what hasn’t. Following (but not too
closely) a route he dubs the Bryson Line, from Bognor Regis
in the south to Cape Wrath in the north, by way of places few
travelers ever get to at all, Bryson rediscovers the wondrously
beautiful, magnificently eccentric, endearingly singular
country that he both celebrates and, when called for, twits.
With his matchless instinct for the funniest and quirkiest and
his unerring eye for the idiotic, the bewildering, the appealing,
and the ridiculous, he offers acute and perceptive insights
into all that is best and worst about Britain today. Nothing is
more entertaining than Bill Bryson on the road—and on a tear.
The Road to Little Dribbling reaffirms his stature as a master
of the travel narrative—and a really, really funny guy.
A Chicago Tribune Noteworthy Book A GoodReads Reader's
Choice In One Summer Bill Bryson, one of our greatest and
most beloved nonfiction writers, transports readers on a
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journey back to one amazing season in American life. The
summer of 1927 began with one of the signature events of
the twentieth century: on May 21, 1927, Charles Lindbergh
became the first man to cross the Atlantic by plane nonstop,
and when he landed in Le Bourget airfield near Paris, he
ignited an explosion of worldwide rapture and instantly
became the most famous person on the planet. Meanwhile,
the titanically talented Babe Ruth was beginning his assault
on the home run record, which would culminate on
September 30 with his sixtieth blast, one of the most resonant
and durable records in sports history. In between those dates
a Queens housewife named Ruth Snyder and her corsetsalesman lover garroted her husband, leading to a murder
trial that became a huge tabloid sensation. Alvin “Shipwreck”
Kelly sat atop a flagpole in Newark, New Jersey, for twelve
days—a new record. The American South was clobbered by
unprecedented rain and by flooding of the Mississippi basin, a
great human disaster, the relief efforts for which were guided
by the uncannily able and insufferably pompous Herbert
Hoover. Calvin Coolidge interrupted an already leisurely
presidency for an even more relaxing three-month vacation in
the Black Hills of South Dakota. The gangster Al Capone
tightened his grip on the illegal booze business through a
gaudy and murderous reign of terror and municipal
corruption. The first true “talking picture,” Al Jolson’s The
Jazz Singer, was filmed and forever changed the motion
picture industry. The four most powerful central bankers on
earth met in secret session on a Long Island estate and made
a fateful decision that virtually guaranteed a future crash and
depression. All this and much, much more transpired in that
epochal summer of 1927, and Bill Bryson captures its
outsized personalities, exciting events, and occasional just
plain weirdness with his trademark vividness, eye for telling
detail, and delicious humor. In that year America stepped out
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onto the world stage as the main event, and One Summer
transforms it all into narrative nonfiction of the highest order.
Copyright: 255f8462975f9f1d885d8d641d8c56a2

Page 23/23

Copyright : ok-staging.londontrustmedia.com

