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From Fouad Ajami, an acclaimed author and chronicler of Arab politics, comes a compelling
account of how a generation of Arab intellectuals tried to introduce cultural renewals in their
homelands through the forces of modernity and secularism. Ultimately, they came to face
disappointment, exile, and, on occasion, death. Brilliantly weaving together the strands of a
tumultuous century in Arab political thought, history, and poetry, Ajami takes us from the ruins
of Beirut's once glittering metropolis to the land of Egypt, where struggle rages between a
modernist impulse and an Islamist insurgency, from Nasser's pan-Arab nationalist ambitions to
the emergence of an uneasy Pax Americana in Arab lands, from the triumphalism of the Gulf
War to the continuing anguished debate over the Israeli-Palestinian peace accords. For
anyone who seeks to understand the Middle East, here is an insider's unflinching analysis of
the collision between intellectual life and political realities in the Arab world today.
Cutting-edge scholarship on post-war Arab intellectual history that challenges conventional
thinking about authoritarianism, religion and revolution in the modern Middle East.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
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reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
The distinguished Moroccan philosopher Mohammed Abed al-Jabri, in this summary of his own
work, examines the status of Arab thought in the late twentieth century. Al-Jabri rejects what
he calls the current polarization of Arab thought between an imported modernism that
disregards Arab tradition and a fundamentalism that would reconstruct the present in the
image of an idealized past. Both past and present intellectual currents are examined. Al-Jabri
first questions the current philosophical positions of the liberals, the Marxists, and the
fundamentalists. Then he turns to history, exploring Arab philosophy in the tenth and twelfth
centuries, a time of political and ideological struggle. In the writings of Ibn Hazm and Averroës,
he identifies the beginnings of Arab rationalism, a rationalism he traces through the innovative
fourteenthcentury work of Ibn Khaldun. Al-Jabri offers both Western readers and his own
compatriots a radical new approach to Arab thought, one that finds in the past the roots of an
open, critical rationalism which he sees as emerging in the Arab world today.
Forged in the age of empire, the relationship between Islam and liberalism has taken on a
sense of urgency today, when global conflicts are seen as pitting one against the other. More
than describing a civilizational fault-line between the Muslim world and the West, however, this
relationship also offers the potential for consensus and the possibility of moral and political
engagement or compatibility. The existence or extent of this correspondence tends to
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preoccupy academic as much as popular accounts of such a relationship. This volume looks
however to the way in which Muslim politics and society are defined beyond and indeed after it.
Reappraising the 'first wave' of Islamic liberalism during the nineteenth century, the book
describes the long and intertwined histories of these categories across a large geographical
expanse. By drawing upon the contributions of scholars from a variety of disciplines -- including
philosophy, theology, sociology, politics and history -- it explores how liberalism has been
criticised and refashioned by Muslim thinkers and movements, to assume a reality beyond the
abstractions that define its compatibility with Islam.
This book is a most comprehensive study of the modernizing trend of political and social
thought in the Arab Middle East.
"Treatise on Parents and Children" by Bernard Shaw. Published by Good Press. Good Press
publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics &
literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we
issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited
and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks
that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
"The fox knows many things, but the hedgehog knows one big thing." This ancient Greek
aphorism, preserved in a fragment from the poet Archilochus, describes the central thesis of
Isaiah Berlin's masterly essay on Leo Tolstoy and the philosophy of history, the subject of the
epilogue to War and Peace. Although there have been many interpretations of the adage,
Berlin uses it to mark a fundamental distinction between human beings who are fascinated by
the infinite variety of things and those who relate everything to a central, all-embracing system.
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Applied to Tolstoy, the saying illuminates a paradox that helps explain his philosophy of
history: Tolstoy was a fox, but believed in being a hedgehog. One of Berlin's most celebrated
works, this extraordinary essay offers profound insights about Tolstoy, historical
understanding, and human psychology. This new edition features a revised text that supplants
all previous versions, English translations of the many passages in foreign languages, a new
foreword in which Berlin biographer Michael Ignatieff explains the enduring appeal of Berlin's
essay, and a new appendix that provides rich context, including excerpts from reviews and
Berlin's letters, as well as a startling new interpretation of Archilochus's epigram.
Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) was an influential Egyptian ideologue credited with establishing the
theoretical basis for radical Islamism in the post colonial Sunni Muslim world. Lacking a pure
understanding of the leader's life and work, the popular media has conflated Qutb's moral
purpose with the aims of bin Laden and al-Qaeda. He is often portrayed as a terrorist, IslamoFascist, and advocate of murder. This book rescues Qutb from misrepresentation, tracing the
evolution of his thought within the context of his time. An expert on social protest and political
resistance in the modern Middle East, as well as Egyptian nationalism, John Calvert recounts
Qutb's life from the small village in which he was raised to his execution at the behest of Abd alNasser's regime. His study remains sensitive to the cultural, political, social, and economic
circumstances that shaped Qutb's thought-major developments that composed one of the most
eventful periods in Egyptian history. These years witnessed the full flush of Britain's tutelary
regime, the advent of Egyptian nationalism, and the political hegemony of the Free Officers.
Qutb rubbed shoulders with Taha Husayn, Naguib Mahfouz, and Abd al-Nasser himself,
though his Islamism originally had little to do with religion. Only in response to his harrowing
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experience in prison did Qutb come to regard Islam and kufr (infidelity) as oppositional,
antithetical, and therefore mutually exclusive. Calvert shows how Qutb repackaged and
reformulated the Islamic heritage to pose a challenge to authority, including those who claimed
(falsely, he believed) to be Muslim.
The book provides in-depth analysis of Arab liberalism, which, although lacking public appeal
and a compelling political underpinning, still sustained viability over time and remained a
constant part of the Arab landscape. The study focuses on the second half of the twentieth
century and the early twenty-first century, a period that witnessed continuity as well as change
in liberal thinking. Post-1967 liberals, as their predecessors, confronted old dilemmas, socioeconomic upheavals, political instability and cultural disorientation, but also demonstrated
ideological rejuvenation and provided liberal thought with new emphases and visions. Arab
liberals' ongoing debates over freedom of religion, secularism, individualism, democracy and
human rights were aimed at formulating of a comprehensive liberal project seeking to enact an
Arab Enlightenment.
This book explores the complex relationship between nationalism and liberal thought in the
Arab East during the first half of the twentieth century. Examining this formative period through
reformist Islam, Arab secularism and Arab literature, the book situates major shifts in the
political ideologies and practices of Arab liberals within a historical context. Contributions from
renowned scholars in the field show how rather than fundamentally contradicting each other,
these two schools of thought are closely linked. Many key demands of liberalism - most notably
constitutionalism, the rule of law, individual rights, and popular participation - have been central
to the nationalist agenda, while other issues have proven more controversial: interPage 5/17
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confessional tolerance, secularism, and the goals of state-sponsored education. Although a
strong nation-state was pivotal to the nationalist imagination during most of the twentieth
century, a powerful critique of unchecked state power took shape as Arab countries
experienced a half-century of authoritarian government. In analyzing these issues, the
chapters demonstrate how the rise and fall of liberalism across the region was not determined
solely by religion or culture, but by the ideas of influential intellectuals and politicians.
Advancing our understanding of political ideology and practice in the Arab East, this volume
will be of great interest to students and scholars of political science, history and the Middle
East.
During the second half of the twentieth century, the Arab intellectual and political scene
polarized between a search for totalizing doctrines-nationalist, Marxist, and religious-and
radical critique. Arab thinkers were reacting to the disenchanting experience of
postindependence Arab states, as well as to authoritarianism, intolerance, and failed
development. They were also responding to successive defeats by Israel, humiliation, and
injustice. The first book to take stock of these critical responses, this volume illuminates the
relationship between cultural and political critique in the work of major Arab thinkers, and it
connects Arab debates on cultural malaise, identity, and authenticity to the postcolonial issues
of Latin America and Africa, revealing the shared struggles of different regions and various
Arab concerns.
First comprehensive book on the history and development of Arab philosophy, tackling major
issues and key thinkers.
Islam that abrogated celestial religions of Judaism and Christianity along with their validity is
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explained first. That Qur’an-? Karîm is word of Allah; miracles of Muhammad ?alayhissalâm,
his virtues, moral practices and habits; how to be a true Muslim; a comparison of Islam and
Christianity; that Muslims are scientifically powerful; are explained next.

Political Ideologies provides a broad-ranging introduction to both the classical and
contemporary political ideologies. Adopting a global outlook, it introduces readers to
ideologies' increasingly global reach and the different national versions of these
ideologies. Importantly, ideologies arepresented as frameworks of interpretation and
political commitment, encouraging readers to evaluate how ideologies work in practice,
the problematic links between ideas and political action, and the impact of ideologies.
Regular learning features encourage readers to think critically about ideologies, and
view them as competing and contestable ways of interpreting the world. A unique "stop
and think" feature calls for readers to reflect on their own ideological beliefs.Online
Resources:Political Ideologies is accompanied by comprehensive online resources, to
support political ideology courses.For students: * Further reading and resources for
each chapter to help students to undertake further research and deepen their
understanding and critical thinking;* Regular updates help students to keep up to date
with ideologies as frameworks of understanding and political action in the real world.For
lecturers:* Indicative answers to questions in the book provide a framework for
approaching these;* Powerpoint slides to support each chapter, providing an overview
and key points to help with planning;* Further discussion and debate ideas, for use in
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seminars, encourage big picture thinking about the relationships between ideologies.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This
unique and handy guide includes the documents that guide our government, annotated
with accessible explanations from one of America's most esteemed constitutional
scholars. Known across the country for his appearance on The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart, Professor Richard Beeman is one of the nation's foremost experts on the
United States Constitution. In this book, he has produced what every American should
have: a compact, fully annotated copy of the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution and amendments, all in their entirety. A marvel of accessibility and
erudition, the guide also features a history of the making of the Constitution with
excerpts from The Federalist Papers and a look at crucial Supreme Court cases that
reminds us that the meaning of many of the specific provisions of the Constitution has
changed over time. "Excellent . . . valuable and judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
Louis Massignon, H.A.R. Gibb, Marshall Hodgsons and T.E. Lawrence are discussed in
a collection of essays that focuses on the relationship between European and Islamic
thought and culture from the late eighteenth to the twentieth century.
A devastating critique of the Arab world's political stagnation by one of its most revered
thinkers. The 1967 War - which led to the defeat of Syria, Jordan and Egypt by Israel felt like an unprecedented and unimaginable disaster for the Arab world at the time. For
many, the easiest solution was to shift the blame and to ignore some of the glaring
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defects of Arab society. Syrian philosopher Sadik al-Azm was one of the few to
challenge such a view in his seminal Self-Criticism after the Defeat. Exposing the
political and cultural faults that led to the defeat, he argued that the Arabs could only
progress by embracing secularism, gender equality, democracy, and science. Available
in English for the first time, Self-Criticism after the Defeat is a milestone in modern Arab
intellectual history. It marked a turning point in Arab discourse about society and politi
on publication in 1968, and spawned other intellectual ventures into Arab self-criticism.
It is a curious and relatively little-known fact that for two decades—from the end of World
War II until the late 1960s—existentialism’s most fertile ground outside of Europe was in
the Middle East, and Jean-Paul Sartre was the Arab intelligentsia’s uncontested
champion. In the Arab world, neither before nor since has another Western intellectual
been so widely translated, debated, and celebrated. By closely following the remarkable
career of Arab existentialism, Yoav Di-Capua reconstructs the cosmopolitan milieu of
the generation that tried to articulate a political and philosophical vision for an
egalitarian postcolonial world. He tells this story by touring a fascinating selection of
Arabic and Hebrew archives, including unpublished diaries and interviews. Tragically,
the warm and hopeful relationships forged between Arab intellectuals, Sartre, Simone
de Beauvoir, and others ended when, on the eve of the 1967 war, Sartre failed to
embrace the Palestinian cause. Today, when the prospect of global ethical engagement
seems to be slipping ever farther out of reach, No Exit provides a timely, humanistic
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account of the intellectual hopes, struggles, and victories that shaped the Arab
experience of decolonization and a delightfully wide-ranging excavation of
existentialism’s non-Western history.
What is the relationship between thought and practice in the domains of language,
literature and politics? Is thought the only standard by which to measure intellectual
history? How did Arab intellectuals change and affect political, social, cultural and
economic developments from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries? This volume
offers a fundamental overhaul and revival of modern Arab intellectual history. Using
Hourani's Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798–1939 (Cambridge, 1962) as a
starting point, it reassesses Arabic cultural production and political thought in the light of
current scholarship and extends the analysis beyond Napoleon's invasion of Egypt and
the outbreak of World War II. The chapters offer a mixture of broad-stroke history on
the construction of 'the Muslim world', and the emergence of the rule of law and
constitutionalism in the Ottoman empire, as well as case studies on individual Arab
intellectuals that illuminate the transformation of modern Arabic thought.
The Prophet is a book of 26 prose poetry fables written in English by the LebaneseAmerican poet and writer Kahlil Gibran. It was originally published in 1923 by Alfred A.
Knopf. It is Gibran's best known work. The Prophet has been translated into over 100
different languages, making it one of the most translated books in history, and it has
never been out of print. The prophet, Al Mustafa, has lived in the city of Orphalese for
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12 years and is about to board a ship which will carry him home. He is stopped by a
group of people, with whom he discusses topics such as life and the human condition.
The book is divided into chapters dealing with love, marriage, children, giving, eating
and drinking, work, joy and sorrow, houses, clothes, buying and selling, crime and
punishment, laws, freedom, reason and passion, pain, self-knowledge, teaching,
friendship, talking, time, good and evil, prayer, pleasure, beauty, religion, and death.
Among the most significant works Kahlil Gibran: "Broken Wings", "The Madman", "The
Earth Gods" , "The Garden of the Prophet".

In the popular imagination, Islam is often associated with words like oppression,
totalitarianism, intolerance, cruelty, misogyny, and homophobia, while its
presumed antonyms are Christianity, the West, liberalism, individualism,
freedom, citizenship, and democracy. In the most alarmist views, the West’s
most cherished values—freedom, equality, and tolerance—are said to be
endangered by Islam worldwide. Joseph Massad’s Islam in Liberalism explores
what Islam has become in today’s world, with full attention to the multiplication of
its meanings and interpretations. He seeks to understand how anxieties about
tyranny, intolerance, misogyny, and homophobia, seen in the politics of the
Middle East, are projected onto Islam itself. Massad shows that through this
projection Europe emerges as democratic and tolerant, feminist, and pro-LGBT
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rights—or, in short, Islam-free. Massad documents the Christian and liberal idea
that we should missionize democracy, women’s rights, sexual rights, tolerance,
equality, and even therapies to cure Muslims of their un-European, un-Christian,
and illiberal ways. Along the way he sheds light on a variety of controversial
topics, including the meanings of democracy—and the ideological assumption that
Islam is not compatible with it while Christianity is—women in Islam, sexuality and
sexual freedom, and the idea of Abrahamic religions valorizing an interfaith
agenda. Islam in Liberalism is an unflinching critique of Western assumptions
and of the liberalism that Europe and Euro-America blindly present as a type of
salvation to an assumingly unenlightened Islam.
Leg over Leg recounts the life, from birth to middle age, of "the Fariyaq," alter
ego of Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq, a pivotal figure in the intellectual and literary
history of the modern Arab world. The always edifying and often hilarious
adventures of the Fariyaq, as he moves from his native Lebanon to Egypt, Malta,
Tunis, England, and France, provide the author with grist for wide-ranging
discussions of the intellectual and social issues of his time, including the
ignorance and corruption of the Lebanese religious and secular establishments,
freedom of conscience, women's rights, sexual relationships between men and
women, the manners and customs of Europeans and Middle Easterners, and the
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differences between contemporary European and Arabic literatures, all the while
celebrating the genius and beauty of the classical Arabic language. Volumes
Three and Four see the peripatetic Fariyaq fall in love and convert to Catholicism
for twenty-four hours in order to marry. Although the narrative revolves around a
series of debates over the nature of male-female relationships, opportunities also
arise for disquisitions on the physical and moral significance of such diverse
topics as the buttocks, the unreliability of virginity tests, and the human capacity
for self-delusion. Lengthy stays in England and France allow for animadversions
on the table manners and sexual aberrations of their citizens, but the discussion,
whether it involve dance-halls, pleasure gardens, or poetry, almost always ends
up returning to gender relations. Akin to Sterne and Rabelais in his satirical
outlook and technical inventiveness, al-Shidyaq produced in Leg Over Leg a
work that is unique and unclassifiable. It was initially widely condemned for its
attacks on authority, its religious skepticism, and its "obscenity," and later
editions were often abridged. This is the first complete English translation of this
groundbreaking work.
A fundamental overhaul of modern Arab intellectual history, reassessing cultural
production and political thought in the light of current scholarship.
The late German historian considers all forms and movements of human affairs
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as he predicts the inevitable eclipse of Western civilization, in an abridged edition
of the classic study, first published more than eighty years ago. Reprint.
“A delightfully original take on…the prospects for liberal democracy in the broader
Islamic Middle East.”—Matthew Kaminski, Wall Street Journal As the Arab Spring
threatens to give way to authoritarianism in Egypt and reports from Afghanistan
detail widespread violence against U.S. troops and women, news from the
Muslim world raises the question: Is Islam incompatible with freedom? In Islam
without Extremes, Turkish columnist Mustafa Akyol answers this question by
revealing the little-understood roots of political Islam, which originally included
both rationalist, flexible strains and more dogmatic, rigid ones. Though the rigid
traditionalists won out, Akyol points to a flourishing of liberalism in the nineteenthcentury Ottoman Empire and the unique “Islamo-liberal synthesis” in present-day
Turkey. As he powerfully asserts, only by accepting a secular state can Islamic
societies thrive. Islam without Extremes offers a desperately needed intellectual
basis for the reconcilability of Islam and liberty.
Explores the many facets of Arab political thought from the nineteenth century to
the present day.
A preoccupation with the subject of freedom became a core issue in the
construction of all modern political ideologies. Here, Wael Abu-'Uksa examines
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the development of the concept of freedom (hurriyya) in nineteenth-century Arab
political thought, its ideological offshoots, their modes, and their substance as
they developed the dynamics of the Arabic language. Abu-'Uksa traces the
transition of the idea of freedom from a term used in a predominantly non-political
way, through to its popularity and near ubiquity at the dawn of the twentieth
century. Through this, he also analyses the importance of associated concepts
such as liberalism, socialism, progress, rationalism, secularism, and citizenship.
He employs a close analysis of the development of the language, whilst at the
same time examining the wider historical context within which these semantic
shifts occurred: the rise of nationalism, the power of the Ottoman court, and the
state of relations with Europe.
Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age 1798-1939 is the most comprehensive study of
the modernizing trend of political and social thought in the Arab Middle East.
Albert Hourani studies the way in which ideas about politics and society changed
during the nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth centuries, in response to
the expanding influence of Europe. His main attention is given to the movement
of ideas in Egypt and Lebanon. He shows how two streams of thought, the one
aiming to restate the social principles of Islam, and the other to justify the
separation of religion from politics, flowed into each other to create the Egyptian
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and Arab nationalisms of the present century. The last chapter of the book
surveys the main tendencies of thought in the post-war years. Since its
publication in 1962, this book has been regarded as a modern classic of
interpretation. It was reissued by the Cambridge University Press in 1983 and
has subsequently sold over 8000 copies.
The story of a pivotal moment in modern world history, when representative
democracy became a political option for Arabs—and how the West denied the
opportunity. When Europe’s Great War engulfed the Ottoman Empire, Arab
nationalists rose in revolt against the Turks. The British supported the Arabs’
fight for an independent state and sent an intelligence officer, T.E. Lawrence, to
join Prince Faisal, leader of the Arab army and a descendant of the Prophet. In
October 1918, Faisal, Lawrence, and the Arabs victoriously entered Damascus,
where they declared a constitutional government in an independent Greater
Syria. At the Paris Peace Conference, Faisal won the support of President
Woodrow Wilson, who sent an American commission to Syria to survey the
political aspirations of its people. However, other Entente leaders at Paris—and
later San Remo—schemed against the Arab democracy, which they saw as a
threat to their colonial rule. On March 8, 1920, the Syrian-Arab Congress
declared independence and crowned Faisal king of a “representative monarchy.”
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Rashid Rida, a leading Islamic thinker of the day, led the constituent assembly to
establish equality for all citizens, including non-Muslims, under a full bill of rights.
But France and Britain refused to recognize the Damascus government and
instead imposed a system of mandates on the Arab provinces of the defeated
Ottoman Empire, on the pretext that Arabs were not yet ready for selfgovernment. Under such a mandate, the French invaded Syria in April 1920,
crushing the Arab government and sending Faisal and Congress leaders in flight
to exile. The fragile coalition of secular modernizers and Islamic reformers that
might have established democracy in the Arab world was destroyed, with
profound consequences that reverberate still. Using many previously untapped
primary sources, including contemporary newspaper accounts and letters,
minutes from the Syrian-Arab Congress, and diary and journal entries from
participants, How The West Stole Democracy From The Arabs is a
groundbreaking account of this extraordinary, brief moment of unity and
hope—and of its destruction.
Chronicles the history of Arab civilization, looking at the beauty of the great
mosques, the importance attached to education, the achievements of Arab
science, the role of women, internal conflicts, and the Palestinian question.
Copyright: 3da3153922b8cb25fbc7155fcbee501c
Page 17/17

Copyright : ok-staging.londontrustmedia.com

