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A Handbook Of Contemporary Theology Tracing Trends
And Discerning Directions In Todays Theological
Landscape
This Handbook provides an unprecedented overview of Brazil’s religious
landscape. Its three sections discuss specific religions/groups of traditions,
Brazilian religions in the diaspora, and related issues (e.g., women, possession,
politics, race and material culture).
What theologies are popular and formative of Christian thinking in the present
day? How should they be assessed by those Christians who want to be "in the
world" without being "of the world"? Theologies of the 21st Century begins with
an overview of the historical roots from which current theological thinking has
developed, and then moves on to a detailed evaluation of the chief doctrinal and
practical emphases, taking an evangelical biblical perspective that seeks to be at
once both critical and irenic.
Contemporary Paganism is a movement that is still young and establishing its
identity and place on the global religious landscape. The members of the
movement are simultaneously growing, unifying, and maintaining its
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characteristic diversity of traditions, identities, and rituals. The modern Pagan
movement has had a restless formation period but has also been the catalyst for
some of the most innovative religious expressions, praxis, theologies, and
communities. As Contemporary Paganism continues to grow and mature, new
angles of inquiry about it have emerged and are explored in this collection. This
examination and study of contemporary Paganism contributes new ways to
observe and examine other religions, where innovations, paradoxes, and
inconsistencies can be more accurately documented and explained.
This book offers in style and content an exciting new perspective on
contemporary theology and its future in post-modern times. I welcome this new
perspective. The style is agreeable, unpolemical, and enages in dialogue with the
best of Barth and Bultmann, Ricoeur and Pannenberg, Cobb and Moltmann,
showing what they havea to offer to the larger theological community and
transferring it like a ferry boat into the post-modern age. The purpose is to offer
an evangelical theology which is at the same time genuinely evangelical and
relevant for post-modern ways of thinking. Wood writes with admirable clarity."
--Jürgen Moltmann, University of Tübingen
Accessible and comprehensive, Contemporary Theology: An Introduction by
professor and author Kirk R. MacGregor provides a chronological survey of the
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major thinkers and schools of thought in modern theology in a manner that is
both approachable and intriguing. Unique among introductions to contemporary
theology, MacGregor includes: Evangelical perspectives alongside mainline and
liberal developments The influence of philosophy and the recent Christian
philosophical renaissance on theology Global contributions Recent developments
in exegetical theology The implications of theological shifts on ethics and church
life Contemporary Theology: An Introduction is noteworthy for making complex
thought understandable and for tracing the landscape of modern theology in a
well-organized and easy-to-follow manner.
The Handbook of Global Contemporary Christianity: Themes and Developments
in Culture, Politics, and Society maps the transformations of the largest of the
major religions. International experts in the area detail challenges and dilemmas
facing Christianity via its various global expressions, both old and new.
The Oxford Handbook of Systematic Theology brings together a set of original
and authoritative accounts of all the major areas of current research in Christian
systematic theology, offering a thorough survey of the state of the discipline and
of its prospects for those undertaking research and teaching in the field. The
Handbook engages in a comprehensive examination of themes and approaches,
guiding the reader through current debates and literatures in the context of the
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historical development of systematic theological reflection. Organized
thematically, it treats in detail the full array of topics in systematic theology, as
well as questions of its sources and norms, its relation to other theological and
non-theological fields of enquiry, and some major trends in current work. Each
chapter provides an analysis of research and debate on its topic. The focus is on
doctrinal (rather than historical) questions, and on major (rather than ephemeral)
debates. The aim is to stimulate readers to reach theological judgements on the
basis of consideration of the range of opinion. Drawn from Europe, the UK, and
North America, the authors are all leading practitioners of the discipline. Readers
will find expert guidance as well as creative suggestions about the future
direction of the study of Christian doctrine.
"The SCM Press A-Z of Evangelical Theology" is a comprehensive critical survey
of the main persons, events, controversies, concepts, and institutions of twentiethcentury evangelical theology. It will introduce readers to and be a reference work
for the study of evangelicalicalism's distinctive theological vision in its unity and
diversity. Olson explores evangelical theology through five lenses: The Story of
Evangelical Theology; Movements and Organisations Related to Evangelical
Theology; Key Figures in Evangelical Theology; Traditional Doctrines in
Evangelical Theology; and Issues in Evangelical Theology. Here is a unique,
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compact narrative description of the origins, rise and significance of evangelical
theology today. About the Author Roger E Olson is Professor of Theology at
George W Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University, USA.
"A solid presentation of major trends in modern theology."--Christianity Today.
Perhaps the most encyclopedic text on preaching in any language--the finest counsel from
many of the acknowledged grand masters of the contemporary pulpit, including Calvin Miller,
Joel Gregory, Stuart Briscoe, James Cox, Elizabeth Achtemeier, Thomas Long, James Earl
Massey and many more.
"As a multi-faceted introduction to sacramental theology, the purposes of this Handbook are
threefold: historical, ecumenical, and missional. The forty-four chapters are organized into the
following parts five parts: Sacramental Roots in Scripture, Patristic Sacramental Theology,
Medieval Sacramental Theology, From the Reformation through Today, and Philosophical and
Theological Issues in Sacramental Doctrine. Contributors to this Handbook explain the diverse
ways that believers have construed the sacraments, both in inspired Scripture and in the
history of the Church's practice. In Scripture and the early Church, Orthodox, Protestants, and
Catholics all find evidence that the first Christian communities celebrated and taught about the
sacraments in a manner that Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics today affirm as the
foundation of their own faith and practice. Thus, for those who want to understand what has
been taught about the sacraments in Scripture and across the generations by the major
thinkers of the various Christian traditions, this Handbook provides an introduction. As the
divisions in Christian sacramental understanding and practice are certainly evident in this
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Handbook, it is not thereby without ecumenical and missional value. This book evidences that
the story of the Christian sacraments is, despite divisions in interpretation and practice, one of
tremendous hope"--Publisher.
Theology has a rich tradition across the African continent, and has taken myriad directions
since Christianity first arrived on its shores. This handbook charts both historical developments
and contemporary issues in the formation and application of theologies across the member
countries of the African Union. Written by a panel of expert international contributors, chapters
firstly cover the various methodologies needed to carry out such a survey. Various theological
movements and themes are then discussed, as well as biblical and doctrinal issues pertinent to
African theology. Subjects addressed include: • Orality and theology • Indigenous religions
and theology • Patristics • Pentecostalism • Liberation theology • Black theology • Social
justice • Sexuality and theology • Environmental theology • Christology • Eschatology • The
Hebrew Bible and the New Testament The Routledge Handbook of African Theology is an
authoritative and comprehensive survey of the theological landscape of Africa. As such, it will
be a hugely useful volume to any scholar interested in African religious dynamics, as well as
academics of Theology or Biblical Studies in an African context.
The Oxford Handbook of Natural Theology is the first collection to consider the full breadth of
natural theology from both historical and contemporary perspectives and to bring together
leading scholars to offer accessible high-level accounts of the major themes. The volume
embodies and develops the recent revival of interest in natural theology as a topic of serious
critical engagement. Frequently misunderstood or polemicized, natural theology is an understudied yet persistent and pervasive presence throughout the history of thought about ultimate
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reality - from the classical Greek theology of the philosophers to twenty-first-century debates in
science and religion. Of interest to students and scholars from a wide range of disciplines, this
authoritative handbook draws on the very best of contemporary scholarship to present a critical
overview of the subject area. Thirty-eight new essays trace the transformations of natural
theology in different historical and religious contexts, the place of natural theology in different
philosophical traditions and diverse scientific disciplines, and the various cultural and aesthetic
approaches to natural theology to reveal a rich seam of multi-faceted theological reflection
rooted in human nature and the environments within which we find ourselves.
The Palgrave Handbook of Radical Theology is the definitive guide to radical theology and the
commencement for new directions in that field. For the first time, radical theology is addressed
and assessed in a single, comprehensive volume, including introductory and historical essays
for the beginner, essays on major figures and their thought, and shorter articles on various
themes, concepts, and related topics. This book is a seminal work for the radical theology
movement. It clarifies origins and demonstrates the exigency and utility of current figures and
issues. A useful and essential guide for newcomers and veterans in the field, this volume
serves as both a reference work and an introduction to omitted or forgotten topics within
contemporary discussions.
This volume, a nuanced introduction to the core concepts in Catholic theology, features 337
entries. Beinert, professor of dogmatics at the University of Regensburg, Germany, was editor
of the original version. Fiorenza is the Charles Chauncey Stillman professor of Roman Catholic
theology at the Harvard Divinity School. The project features six main divisions: "Contemporary
Issues," "Biblical Background," "History of Theology," "Church Teaching," "Ecumenical
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Perspectives," and "Systematic Reflections." Citations are easy to follow, including biblical
passages and various church documents. With helpful tables and indices, this volume
represents a richer, deeper treatment of many issues than is found in other dictionaries of
theology.
This handbook provides thorough introductory articles on important themes in Christian
theology. Along with cross-references and select bibliographies, it is an indispensable
reference source. The Handbook consists of 148 topical entries arranged alphabetically.
Instead of a Table of Contents, a "Routes For Reading" page suggests related entries, and
cross-referencing makes 'surfing' this volume easier than ever.

What are contemporary theology's challenges? What are its fruitful approaches? Who
are its promising contributors? The contributions to this collection of essays try to find
answers to these questions by making references to the Dutch Dominican scholar
Edward Schillebeeckx, using his theology as a starting point for an up-to-date
investigation and discussion. The theological work of Edward Schillebeeckx marks the
transition from a pre-modern to a modern approach to Christian faith, Church, and
theology. Already more than two generations of theologians have been trained in
dialogue with his thought. Contemporary theology testifies, often implicitly, to the
enduring relevance of many of Schillebeeckx's insights, while in other instances it
pushes his thinking to its limits in order to deal with the current challenges for faith and
society.
This book offers a fresh and up-to-date introduction to modern Christian theology. The
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‘long nineteenth century’ saw enormous transformations of theology, and of thought
about religion, that shaped the way both Christianity and ‘religion’ are understood
today. Muers and Higton provide a lucid guide to the development of theology since
1789, giving students a critical understanding of their own ‘modern’ assumptions, of
the origins of the debates and the fields of study in which they are involved, and of
major modern thinkers. Modern Theology: introduces the context and work of a
selection of major nineteenth-century thinkers who decisively affected the shape of
modern theology presents key debates and issues that have their roots in the
nineteenth century but are also central to the study of twentieth- and twenty-firstcentury theology includes exercises and study materials that explicitly focus on the
development of core academic skills. This valuable resource also contains a glossary,
timeline, annotated bibliographies and illustrations.
The study of God, His nature, and His Word are all essential to the Christian faith. Now
those interested in Christian theology have a newly revised and updated reference tool
in the 25th Anniversary Edition of The Moody Handbook of Theology. In this classic and
timeless one-volume resource, Paul Enns offers a comprehensive overview of the five
dimensions of theology: biblical, systematic, historical, dogmatic, and contemporary.
Each section includes an introduction, chapters on key points, specific studies pertinent
to that theology, books for further study, and summary evaluations of each dimension.
Charts, graphs, glossary, and indexes add depth and breadth. Theology, once the
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domain of academicians and learned pastors, is now accessible to anyone interested in
understanding the essentials of what Christians believe. The Moody Handbook of
Theology is a concise doctrinal reference tool for newcomers and seasoned veterans
alike.
Representing work by some of the leading scholars in the field, the chapters in this
handbook survey the transformation and innovation of religious traditions and practices
in contemporary Japan.
Essays analyze the importance of religious faith, hope, and the love of God in Catholic
spiritual life
The Handbook of Contemporary Christianity: Movements, Institutions & Allegiance
traces how the largest religion in the world is increasingly expressed in energetic global
forms – leading to fresh modes of organisation, belonging, believing, and traditional and
syncretic movements.
The Oxford Handbook of the Epistemology of Theology brings together leading
scholars in the fields of theology and epistemology to examine and articulate what can
be categorized as appropriate epistemic evaluation in theology. Part one focuses on
some of the epistemic concepts that have been traditionally employed in theology such
as knowledge of God, revelation and scripture, reason and faith, experience, and
tradition. This section also considers concepts that have not received sufficient
epistemological attention in theology, such as saints, authority, ecclesial practices,
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spiritual formation, and discernment. Part two concentrates on epistemic concepts that
have received significant attention in contemporary epistemology and can be related to
theology such as understanding, wisdom, testimony, virtue, evidence, foundationalism,
realism/antirealism, scepticism, and disagreement. Part three offers examples from key
figures in the Christian tradition and investigates the relevant epistemological issues
and insights in these writers, as well as recognizing the challenges of connecting
insights from contemporary epistemology with the subject of theology proper, namely,
God. Part four centres on five emerging areas that warrant further epistemological
consideration: Liberation Theology, Continental Philosophy, modern Orthodox writers,
Feminism, and Pentecostalism. This authoritative collection explores how the various
topics, figures, and emerging conversations can be reconceived and addressed in light
of recent developments in epistemology. Each chapter provides an analysis of the
crucial moves, positions, and debates, while also identifying relevant epistemic
considerations. This Handbook fulfils the need for the development of this new
conversation that will take its natural place in the intersection of theology and
epistemology. It links the fields of theology and epistemology in robust, meaningful, and
significant ways.
This handbook provides theological and philosophical resources that demonstrate
analytic theology's unique contribution to the task of theology. Analytic theology is a
recent movement at the nexus of theology, biblical studies, and philosophy that
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marshals resources from the analytic philosophical tradition for constructive theological
work. Paying attention to the Christian tradition, the development of doctrine, and solid
biblical studies, analytic theology prizes clarity, brevity, and logical rigour in its
exposition of Christian teaching. Each contribution in this volume offers an overview of
specific doctrinal and dogmatic issues within the Christian tradition and provides a
constructive conceptual model for making sense of the doctrine. Additionally, an
extensive bibliography serves as a valuable resource for researchers wishing to
address issues in theology from an analytic perspective.
The Oxford Handbook of Theology, Sexuality, and Gender presents an unrivalled overview of
the theological study of sexuality and gender. These topics are not merely contentious and
pervasive: they have escalated in importance within theology. Theologians increasingly agree
that even the very doctrine of God cannot be contemplated without a prior grappling with each.
Featuring 41 newly-commissioned essays, written by some of the foremost scholars in the
discipline, this authoritative collection presents and develops the latest thinking in these areas.
Divided into eight thematic sections, the Handbook explores: methodological approaches;
contributions from neighbouring disciplines; sexuality and gender in the Bible, and in the
Christian tradition; controversies within the churches, and within four of the non-Christian
faiths; and key concepts and issues. The final, extended section considers theology in relation
to married people and families; gay and lesbian people; bisexual people; intersex and
transgender people; disabled people; and to friends. This volume is an essential reference for
students and scholars, which will also stimulate further research.
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A guide to the concepts and language used by contemporary theologians, designed for
students for whom English is a foreign language. There is an outline and introduction to each
topic covered, followed by a reading section, exercises, self-tests and discussion questions.
The Moody Handbook of Theology leads the beginner into the appreciation and understanding
of this essential field of study. It introduces the reader to the five dimensions that provide a
comprehensive view of theology: biblical, systematic, historical, dogmatic and contemporary.
The apostle Paul wrote that all Scripture is 'profitable for teaching' (2 Tim. 3:16), that Timothy
should 'pay close attention to...your teaching' (1 Tim. 4:16), and that leaders should 'be able
both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict' (Titus 1:9). When he wrote
these statements, Paul was referring to theology. Beyond giving basic definitions and general
descriptions, author Paul Enns summarized the substantial features of theology. In this way, he
provides a concise doctrinal reference tool for the newcomer as well as the seasoned scholar
seeking a refresher. There are fifty-five informative charts located at strategic points throughout
the book.
This introduction to contemporary theology looks at the origin and history of each movement,
their major figures, and doctrinal emphases. The author evaluates the teachings and practices
of each system in light of biblical Christianity.
The theologians and major thinkers of the medieval period developed their thought in
complicated ways, giving rise to the term scholasticism, which was the method of learning
associated with the great schools of the period. Theology was the center of thought, and
finding one's way through the many and complex theological ideas introduced during this era
can be very difficult. This accessible reference work clarifies these ideas and provides an
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extensive guide to the main theological features of medieval theology. Author James Ginther
provides clear and compelling discussions of major Christian thinkers, sociocultural
developments, and key terms and concepts related to the period. Both students and scholars
will find this an eminently useful resource for the study of medieval theology.
This book provides ready access into and sure guidance through the marvelous, often
convoluted, invariably rich world of Origen: the man, the ecclesiastical dynamics of his day, his
extant works, the range of his theological explorations, his influence, and the controversies
associated with him in life and in death. Included are recommendations for use and clear
presentation of topics which enable the reader, whether novice or specialist, to engage Origen
in ways that address the reader's interest. The Westminster Handbook to Christian Theology
series provides a set of resources for the study of historic and contemporary theological
movements and Christian theologians. These books are intended to help students and
scholars find concise and accurate treatments of important theological terms.
Coordinated by Serene Jones of Yale Divinity School and Paul Lakeland of Fairfield University,
fifty of North America's top teaching theologians (members of the Workgroup on Constructive
Christian Theology) have devised a text that allows students to experience the deeper point of
theological questions, to delve into the fractures and disagreements that figured in the
development of traditional Christian doctrines, and to sample the diverse and conflicting
theological voices that vie for allegiance today.
In this quick and vibrant little book, Kelly Kapic presents the nature, method and manners of
theological study for newcomers to the field. He emphasizes that theology is more than a
school of thought about God, but an endeavor that affects who we are. "Theology is about life,"
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writes Kapic. "It is not a conversation our souls can afford to avoid."

'Modern European thought' describes a wide range of philosophies, cultural
programmes, and political arguments developed in Europe in the period following the
French Revolution. Throughout this period, many of the wide range of 'modernisms'
(and anti-modernisms) had a distinctly religious and even theological character-not
least when religion was subjected to the harshest criticism. Yet for all the breadth and
complexity of modern European thought and, in particular, its relations to theology, a
distinct body of themes and approaches recurred in each generation. Moreover, many
of the issues that took intellectual shape in Europe are now global, rather than narrowly
European, and, for good or ill, they form part of Europe's bequest to the world-from
colonialism and the economic theories behind globalisation through to democracy to
terrorism. This volume attempts to identify and comment on some of the most important
of these. The thirty chapters are grouped into six thematic parts, moving from questions
of identity and the self, through discussions of the human condition, the age of
revolution, the world (both natural and technological), and knowledge methodologies,
concluding with a section looking explicitly at how major theological themes have
developed in modern European thought. The chapters engage with major thinkers
including Kant, Hegel, Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Schleiermacher, Nietzsche,
Dostoevsky, Barth, Rahner, Tillich, Bonhoeffer, Sartre, de Beauvoir, Wittgenstein, and
Derrida, amongst many others. Taken together, these new essays provide a rich and
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reflective overview of the interchange between theology, philosophy and critical thought
in Europe, over the past two hundred years.
The Oxford Handbook of Mystical Theology provides a guide to the mystical element of
Christianity as a theological phenomenon. It differs not only from psychological and
anthropological studies of mysticism, but from other theological studies, such as more
practical or pastorally-oriented works that examine the patterns of spiritual progress and
offer counsel for deeper understanding and spiritual development. It also differs from
more explicitly historical studies tracing the theological and philosophical contexts and
ideas of various key figures and schools, as well as from literary studies of the linguistic
tropes and expressive forms in mystical texts. None of these perspectives is absent, but
the method here is more deliberately theological, working from within the fundamental
interests of Christian mystical writers to the articulation of those interests in distinctively
theological forms, in order, finally, to permit a critical theological engagement with them
for today. Divided into four parts, the first section introduces the approach to mystical
theology and offers a historical overview. Part two attends to the concrete context of
sources and practices of mystical theology. Part three moves to the fundamental
conceptualities of mystical thought. The final section ends with the central contributions
of mystical teaching to theology and metaphysics. Students and scholars with a variety
of interests will find different pathways through the Handbook.
A unique survey of nine key Bible doctrines and the various positions within the
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evangelical church with respect to each doctrine.
Evangelical theology is a burgeoning field. This volume surveys the state of the
discipline on topics of greatest importance to evangelical theology. Each chapter has
been written by a theologian or scholar who is widely recognized for his or her
published work and is considered a leading thinker on that topic.
The Handbook of Reading Theological German is the premier resource for equipping
those interested in reading and translating original German source materials and
preparing academics for German comprehension examination. The book is ideal for
students in biblical studies, church history, Jewish studies, and theology. Coauthored
by Katharina Hirt, a native German speaker and professional linguist, and Christopher
Ryan Jones, a native English speaker and doctoral candidate in biblical studies, this
collaboration draws on the latest developments in linguistics to present a cutting-edge
teaching methodology for graduate students learning to read German for research.
Attuned to the specific needs of English speakers learning German, this handbook is
well suited for independent study or for use in the classroom. Providing abundant
exercises and readings, Jones and Hirt’s work provides an excellent entry point for
students required to learn theological German. The Handbook of Reading Theological
German provides: An introduction to German grammar A demonstration of the role that
German theology has had in the development of modern Jewish and Christian
practices. Guided readings and biographies of six major German theologians and
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philosophers Further, advanced readings with minimal guidance from contemporary
authors in the areas of Hebrew Bible, New Testament, Jewish studies, church history,
and theology, so that students can focus on literature from their chosen field of study
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